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THE Ficus elastica, or R"ubber plant
as it is conînîionilv calleci, is witlîout
doubt one of the best andi most en-

during of decoriative plants, cither for the
g<reenhlouse or the more trying conditions
that c\ist ini a windowv or roomi of a dwve11-
ingr house. Althoughl its habit of growvth is
îîot as graceful as manv wvel known blouse
plants, sucbi as pahls, aspidistra, etc., the
thick 1eatherv' leaves of this Ficus wvilI aiten
retain t1ieir brigyht gl,,ossv appearance for a
mluch longcer period than most varieties of
bouse plants inclnding those just nientioned,
even under more adverse treaiment. Thie
propaigation of the rubhier-plant is, hlowvver,
thi most diflicuit problemn for the amateur
plant g.rowver to solve, ini connection wvith
its culture. La-rge plants have f requently
to be cnt back ini order to secure a more
slîapely' Plant, or to keep its Strong growing-
b~ranches within reasonable bounds. It is
scldoni Iowever, tuat the growth ta!-eni froni
anl ill-shapcd plant is sùccessfully propa-
qg4ated. A description of somle of the nie-
thods tisuall- adtcopted by' florists ini the pro-
pagation of the Ficus ii l perhaps be accept-
able to readers of ille Horticulturist, ivlîoi
niay perhaps have a plant that may require
cuttingz back so as to mlake il nmore shapely
and svilnietrical lookiingý. Tlie pruniin- or
ctittiing back does not. injure thîe plant unlless
eut hack toc' sevcrcelv, as il soon11 breaks into
mbit lie"'. -rowvth w1yain if not cut lxack t00
far mbt the olcI wood. E-'ven in thie latter
case it is onlly a question of limie befeo-re il,

sirt 4r rowvtl mîgain.

~~ossing cîî tti mp i e h of le ss

is probatbly thle best andI sturest metliod of
propagation for thie amateur to attempt.
For the operation of miossinig, a fairly strong
and liefflthy lîraîîch or shoot shoulci bc se-
lected. One or Iwo of the leaives sbould
first be cnt aw. a-t thîe place selcîcd for
the base of tie cutting. Thle s clection of
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the part of (lic brziich that is t formi ic
baeor the cxuuing iN an important point to-

ward 'bcin- ,;uccessfiil in the cnittin- tak-
iig rmot, as- the wvooc1 iust not be toc' old
anîd liard, or too soft andl pulpy. Usualiy,
Oie wood iN in a suitable condition about
teîî or twel,ý c inches froml tie terminal point


