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At present to become a full-fiedged assayer, duly
recognized as such by the Provincial Government,
it is only necessary to pass an examination, for which
any intelligent student of the text books can qualify
himself after a very brief period of study. But the
theory of assaying and the practice thereof are two
very different things, and proficiency in the latter
can be only obtained by experience under skilled di-
rection. A long apprenticeship is required of a sur-
veyor, why not of an assayer, who surely needs train-
ing to an equal degree?

But if there are some incompetents among the
assayers practising in the province, the name of those
who without training, without even a theoretical
knowledge of any of the "ologies" connected witl
the science of mining, call themselves nining engi-
neers or mining experts, is legion. The harm that
this class of men can (o to the mining industry of the
province is incalculable, and investors cannot be too
cautious in finding out the professional standing of
the self-styled expert before engaging his services or
accepting his reports.

Again, it should be remembered that a recentlv
graduated student of some school of mines, who, per-
haps, lias gained a limited knowledge of geology or
assaying, is not necessarily qualified to pass judgment
on the value of a prospect, or predict the future of a
mine.

We hope ere long to see the establishment in the
province of a strongly organized association of recog-
nized representatives of the provincial mining indus-
try and its subsidiary branches and interests. Such
an association would, without doubt, if intelligentlv
ordered, be of immense assistance to all engaged in
legitimate mining enterprise in British Columbia.

Since the above was penned we have been informed
on the very best authority that the Provincial Gov-
ernment have arranged that candidates for assayers'
diplomas shall go through a laboratory course of
sonie nonths before being allowed to write for exam-
ination. So far so good; nevertheless we still contend
that "some months'" are not sufficient to teach a student
the whole duty of an assayer. In that time lie mav
learn, and certainly should be able to learn, the iudi-
nients of his profession (such as assaying ordinary
quartz for gold), but a muich longer practical educa-
tional course is required to properly fit him to under-
take the more complicated class of work an assayer
in a new mining district is often called upon to do.
There is an objection to the idea of apprenticeship,
because it is feared assayers will possibly then emu-
late the example of the other professional men,
and form an association, the result of which will

be a "ring," and a consequent increased scale of
charges for assaying work. We, however, anticipate
nothing of the kind. A schedule of prices recognized
throughout the country is already established, and
there is no reason to expect any departure from its
conditions. Local assayers are perfectly well aware
that if they once attempted to charge exhorbitantly
prospectors would not hesitate to send their samples
to say Spokane, or Butte, to be tested.

The B.C. Board of Trade is deserving of high com-
mendation for the prompt and energetic measures
taken under its auspices to point out the superiority
of the claims of the British Columbia Coast cities to
the Yukon trade. Apropos, Victorian merchants will,
doubtless, learn in time by experience what is really
requisite for a northern bound prospector's outfit.
Then we shall not see advertisements of the numerous,
incongruous articles enumerated as indispensable to the
comfort of the Klondyke adventurer's comfort.

Merely as an example, may we ask what on earth
a man wants with such a barbarous instrument of
torture as a razor in a country where it is nothing
out of the common for the thernionieter to register
70 degrees below zero ? But prospectors going to the
Klondyke should be particularly careful not to over-
burden themselves with useless impedimenta.

An Act "for securing the safety and good lealth of
workmnen engaged in or about the ietalliferous mines
in the province of British Columbia by the appoint-
ment of an Inspector of iMletalliferous Mines" was
passed at the last session of the Legislature nearly
four months ago.

But if the appointment lias been made, and there
is sucli an officer in the province as an Inspector >f
Metalliferous Mines, le must be a gentleman of re-
narkablv modest and retiring habits, for we have

nost signally failed to hear any reports concerning
his movenients. Query: las an Inspector been ap-
pointed? If not, whv not?

There is in reply, so far as we can imagine, but
one explanation, and that is the Act was unfortunate-
ly públished. After that no one could be found cour-
ageous enougli to undertake the duties. Vide sec-
tion 5.

The Act as it now stands is of very little practical
value. What would one Inspector be among so many
mines scattered over an immense territory ? But the
appointment of an Inspector of Mines is very neces-
sary and very important, and it is sincerely to be
hoped that measures will be taken next session to give


