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SKIN DISEASES OF DOMESTIOATED ANIMALS..

This is a topic demanding the earnest attention of stock-bieeders and farizér

gencrally. Skin diseages,.proauced by insects, are by #o means uncomnión, and

seriously affect the breeding and feeding qualitiesof animals. Tillt·cehtly, l atlittIe

scientific progress haà béen made in regard to the natural histo.y and treatiet of

these parasites. Professor Simond_, the Yeterinary Insector of the RoyOVEnglish

Agricultural Society, recently delivered a Lecture before the Council on this pubject,

from which the following statements are gleaned

Al domesticated animals are more or less affected by peculiar pa-asitical insects,,

whìch may-be divide& into three g eat classes--1. Insects attacking the external:

parts of the body, on which- they pass through the whole périod'of their existence,

as-the acaH, producing-scab, mangi, &o. 2. Insects which pass their ltvya condition

only on the skin, as:a tempoi·arynidus, -from which they escape as fliesonra5suming

their winged condition. 3. Inspots, most destructive to animal life, lodged in the

internal organs and cavities of the body. Some confusionihad arisenfrom giving dif,

ferent names in easo « lower animals to diseases identical in their character; the

mànge and scab in the horso apTagheep being-linalogouto theitch oz scabies.in the

human subject, Itwould he mnçe simple to in4iude all such dieases under the

general tern i a, ig."

It is well known, both in Canada-and Europe, that the scab often leads te sei-ous
losses to flockmasters, by its tendency'to -deteriorate the wool and-tiegeneralconai-

tionof the animal. Its-eause was not satisfactorily determined, till a-Gerrmai physi-

ologist, who cléarly pro*edtle widê distribution of acari or mite,, iW ditt or fdth,

sugar, cheese, flôuti and'xùoàt vegetable stbtances. HeIé foundathat the-male-aïd

female acarus of the horse añ-of the-sheep-pos ssed'welldefiuied heaeteiß ii thë

case of each of those- animals, the foimër being d1e causè of the mange, athd (
latter of thé scab. These mitées have the powér ôf travelling fioi one animal to

ànother; and the scab disease of, sheep willsometimesiaffect the whole f1à, if net

arrested. From carefully conducted experiments, Professor Simonds côncluaàwtlat

the mites belongig, to-one.classof animals, could tengender the saue,diseas-on

the bodies of anothér-class,; that the mité whichl produded scablon sheep 'ras net

capable of prQducing niange on the-horsâsor dog. This conclusion, 'howevef, front

recent experiments made lan Germany, imay be regarded assomewhatdoubtful.

The deposition of the-acari onàtheiskia of shtepand.-therdevelopmentof the8sàb

disease, may be ttaeed-a follow:-First, asilghtreness4 omesoi:theskiaalbu-
minous fiuid is exuded, which mats the adjoining ool Inaierdays; definite'pain
is feltsby theapimal, whieà violently attempts to scratch iself 'by rabbingthe part

against any -ésisting objçet. The irritationiextend3 tea ton r tielv'enchés. Thé

disease makes -apid progress. Acaii had travelled Over other* paits8 of the bodi

In-sixteen days,.fifty or-sixty egg fjthaéas' refundatthe'bašd of the wooI;L
Large thickençdecrusts.of-a whitegppeaiance were formed. Thehealth'oftheammal

r.(i.its skin 'becaînegenerally âffected. Large: scales or :scabs elsue j O which,
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