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ply the subject, and thus make a little more
phin tie details of judicious cultivation.

, CHAuLEY, J. P., J. RIcHARnsoN,
Seymour Hill, Glenmore,

Near Belfast. Near Lisburn.
JohN BORTHWJCK,

Prospect,
Carrickfergus.

efamittee of the North-East Agricultural Associ-
alion of Ireland for pronoting the growth

of Irish Flax.
G. GERALD .3INoHAM,

Secret ary.

Fairming in Flanders.

[The following account of Flemish farming is

bath suggestive and interesting, affording the
reader a correct ides of the state of the Agricul-

total art in one of the most highly cultivated

coutries of Europe. It ie a contribution from
the pen of D. Emile de Laveleye to the French

ReeDeuz des Mondes, with a few concluding sen-
tesces by an English Agriculturist.]

We are in Waesland, in Eastern Flandprs, on
he north of the river Scheldt, between Antwerp
d Ghent. The first appearance je of being in
e midst of a forest ; and the roads are planted,
Ithe fields are surrounded, and all the ditches
e bordered with trees, wbich, driving their
ts into the one side, and the muddy water of
a great drains on the other, display a most
freshing appearance of fresh growth. There
eno bills to break the monotony of the flat,

erile, peaceful plain. At intervals along, and
allel to the road, the farm-bouses rise from
e midstof orabards of greatapple-Irees. Taci-

observed that " the Germans lived in de-
hed dwellings, unlike the Latins, whose vil-
ges are formed of rows of bouses," and bis
itre is rher to this day. The faim bouse ie
w, of one story, bniit of bricks carefally painted
ite or of some bright color, with the shutters

ladeep green. The roof je tbatched. A path
ived with bricks leads up to the door through
garden gay with dahlias and gilliflowers, and
rsughtbe white curtains of the window may
seen the bright colore of the pot flowere,
hich laiest horticeltural shows of Ghent have
ide tIe fashion. The cottage generally con-
ts of four rooms, the largest beirg used as a
ring room; in the second butter is made and
b food of the cattle cooked; the two others are
i eambers. Scrupulous cleanliness and neat-
a prerail not less in the but of the poor !-.
rer than in the house of the ricb farmer. The
tient furniture-the oak-cased clock, the ward-
e, the wbiie wood dresser-all show the care
thebousewife. Plates gay with flower pictures
on the mantlepiece of the grate of the huge

place and the shelf of the dresser. The iron
of -the churn and the copper vessels ehine

dUy in the sun. The walla are wbitewashed

every year before the fair (kermesse.) In the
farra-yard everything le equally neat ; the dung-
hill and liquid-manure pic are under the roof of
the cow-house. There, too, five or six huge cows
with swelling udders are sedulously attended on
by the farmer's wife. le summer they get plenty
of green fodder ; in winter, straw, hay, and a Bort
of botsoup of turnips, carrots, beet rmots, oilcake,
bran, and ryo flour or malt. The agrieultural
implements in use are a light swing-plow, drawn
by one horse; barrows of atriangular, rectangu-
lar, and parallelogram form; barrels mountqd
on wheels for dis>ributing liquid manure. But
the special implement of the Ylemish agricultur-
ist-the implement with which he has fertilized
sande, drained marbses and reclaimed thousands
of acres frorm the sea-is the spade. They have
a proverb whicb, as written le almost Englieh
..- De spa is de goudmyn der boeron" (the spade is
the gold-nine of the boor or peasant.) The
spade of the Waeland, intended to work in a
light, well cultivated soi!, is of wood, with an
iron casing on the blade. Even on very small
farmns the plow ie used as well as the spade; but
the spade is employed to give the last finish to
the preparatien of the soil, to throw it into heaps
for winter's frost to soften it, or into beds two or
three yaras wide divided by narrow channels,
The fields are invariably of a regelar shape, equare
or a right angled triangle, and seldom more than
2j acres in extent. The arable land je thrown
up in the centre, and elopes to the sides, so that
water may flow from it eveely. On each side of
the arable land, but a foot lower, je a border of
turf ten or twelve feet wide; still lower is a
plantation of noderwood, which je cut every
seven years. Lastly, the field ie enclosed by a
ditch, bordering with forest trees The ara-
ble land i3 on au average seven feet higher
than the diteh. This helps i' make it perfectly
dry. These ditches are indispe.rable, in a low
fiat damp country, to receive the ra:fall. In cut-
ting them, the I "poil" is used to raise the level
of the arable land. Tbus each ei-1nelnre supplies
annual crops, grass, which is 'çatered by the over-
flow of liquid manure from t be arable land-fire
wood every seven years, and timber fit for build-
ing every thirty years. The arable land le usually
worked with the plow; but every six or seven
years it is dug over, the subsoil being carefully
spread over the surface which bas borne the last
year's crop, the subsoil being supposed to have
had the benefit of afallow and a filtration of the
manures applied to the surface. The conse-
quence le, that arable land acquires a greater
depth than even that of vegetable gardens.
The chief produce ie net grain, but flax and
and butter. The best farmers do not sell any
corn-tbey give it all to their live stock.

Rye and potatos are grown on thé poorest
land, and form the principal food of the agricel-
tural classes of the greater portion of Flanders.
The Germans are so fond of rye, ihat tbey culti-
vate it in preference to wheat, even on strong clay
land. It aiso yields in Flanders, where the soil
seems particularly favorable to it, upwards of ten
per cent. more than whéat; it riper earlier, asd


