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creation of political circumstances, yet
we may ubserve tlat it usually appeLrs
synchronously vith great pulitical
events. It was during the persian and
Peloponisiarn wars that the everlasting
monuments of the Grecian muse vas pro-
duced ; and it was wl .a the fierce wars
excited hy rtligion against modern En-
reoe, that the most noble works of poctic
genius appeared 'a Italy, Spain and
England. So also the first band of Ro.
man poets wero co-existant with the
Punic wars; and the second and more
glorious, though perhaps ltss vigorous
display of Italian genius, rose aniid the
cahtmities of the civil wars." Arabie
literaturo flourished during the Saracenie
conquests, but lias ever since declined;
and Chinese lhterature, together with
that of most eastern natijns, is evident-
ly a legacy handed down fron more en-
terprismng times-its present pussessors
not being able to make any improvemnent,
nor even to maintain the original trust
unimpaired.

Learning is a commodity which the
ignorant and the idle do not want, ard
whatever nay be the facilites for its at-
tainment, such persons cannot be suc-
cesfully persuaded to seek it. They
have other and more congenial pursuits,
requiring less of the mind, and answer-
ing h"tter the purposes of immediate
gratification. Schools have rendered
literature more accessible, but they have
added nothiñg to the force of those con-
victio-s on which enterprise depends,
and bence are to be reckoned.only as an
arrangQment of s, condary character-
es a dictate of invincible purpose. It is
froni this purpose, which can alwnys
command the means for its own accom-
pisishmnent, that literature emanates,and
not fron our halls of lcarning. A cause
which thus produces at once both science
and its facilities, is surely equal to self-
education.

S. Succrssul cxanpks of sdf-duca
tId mcn. Ld it 'eer beunîsoimpussible
in theory to trace the cause ofeduecatiun
to any uther sourse than that of schulas-
tic mnstitutions, still the numberless cx-
amnpls of wIf-education would have ef-
fectually coniradicted sueh aconclusion.

Bith in ancient and modern times a
very large proportion of distinguishdu
nanes are found to have risen to emni-
nenee by their own unaid.d exertions,
and often in spite of yet greater disad-
vantagors frin pusitive opposition. It

cann > be expected that froin a list so ex-
tensive we should select more than a few
instances on tho present occasion : and
these will be taken fron the moders, as
thuir history is best known.

Shakspeare, who stands confessedly
at the head of dramatic literature, and
who is one of the boldest, most profound,
and most correct writers of any age, was
altogether his own instructor. It is
truc that the events of his carly life are
net well known: but enoughi is known
to render it certain that the elevated
conceptions and inimitable style which
have imnmortalized his vritings wera
not the gift of academie shades ror of
pedagogic toil.

Pope ranks high in the first class of
original poets, and is justly acknow-
ledged to be first aminong the translators
ofpoetry. But lie assumed from choice,
not necessity, the responsibility of edu-•
cating himaself :a task well executed,
if enduring fame may he taken as the
measure of succes. Dr Johnson thus
alludes to the subject : " Pope finding
little advantage froin external help, re-
solved thenceforward to direct hiniself;
and at twelve formed a plan of study
which ho completed with little other in-
citement than the desire of excellence."

Thomas Simupson, one of the ablest
mathematicians that Europe has pro-
duced, and the author of several valua-
ble treatises, was entirely self-taught.

Defoe, whose name is familiar to most
readere by his unrivalled tale of Robin-
son Crusue, was an extensive and elegant
writer, but independent of scholastie
training.

Sir William Herschel contributed more
than any other modern astronomner to
that departmnent of science, although he
was from first to last bis own teacher,
and the maker of his telescopes.

Sir luimplrey Davy not only mastered
the science of chemristry without assist-
ance, but extended 8is researchues until
important additions were made to that
departinent of knowledge.

Dr.Franklin's emninence as a statesman
and a pîlusophmer is as little question-
able as the fact of his being Untirly self-
educated.

Dr John Mason Good was a selolar of
the hi'ghebt ordcr in almut euvry de-
partment of science; in medicine, in na-
tural science, in classical and in orien-
tal literature.

Another of similar acquirements, ex-


