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resided on the route of the Expedition, explaining its objects,

and requesting their co-operation.

Pémm,&*can, the principal article of provision used in travel-
ling, being made during the winter and spring, Ihe orders for

providing the -extra quantity required for the Expedition,

though sent out from England by the earliest conveyance,

so as to reach the provision posts in "the summer of 1824,

could not be put into efFect sooner than the spring of 1825 ;
hence, it was not proper that the main body of the Expëdition

should reach the Fur Countries before the latter period. Some

stores were forwarded from England, by way of New York, in

March 1824, under charge of Mr. Robert M'Vicar, Chief Trader,

for the purpose of relieving the Expedition as much as possible

from, the incurnbrance of heavy baggage, and thus enabling it,

by marching quickly, to reach its intended winter-quarters at

Great Bear Lake, as well as to provide for its more comfortable

reception at that place. These stores, with the addition of

other articles obiained in Canada, sufficed to load three north

canoes, manned by eighteen voyagers; and they were delivered

by Mr. Mf-Vicar, before the winter set in, to Mr. Dease, at the

Athabasca Lake. Mr. Dease was instructed to support his

party by fishing at Great Slave Lake, during the winter of 1824.

2,5 ; and, early in the spring of 1825Y to proceed to Great Bear

Lake, and commence the necessary buildings for the reception

of the Expedition. 1 may here cursorily remark that, in select.

ing Great Bear Lake as our winter residenceý I was influenced

by the information 1 had obtained of its being the place nearest


