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noo Hoinancfi of the Far Trade
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trade ami discovory in tho North-

West reads like a muster-roll of

the clans, and mainly of the

northern clans of the second order.

There are IVIacTavishes, Mac-
Gillivrays, M'Kays, M'Lellans,

M'Dougallf, with Frnsers and
Stuarts and the French Frobishers.

A Mack(!nzip, a Frasor, and a

Thompson gave their names to as

many mighty rivers. That came
in the natural course of things.

The Company found its best re-

cruiting-grounds in the Highlands,

and enlisted the martial spirit of

the mountaineers for a country

where local feuds were forgotten.

It was dilTerent altogether when
civil war broke out between the

companies, and then the clansmen
fought like fighting- cocks. But
for the youth from Assynt or

Applecross solitude had few ter-

rors, as hardships had always been
familiar. He had been born in

some isolated glen and cradled in

the mountain mists. He changed
the soil but scarcely the climate,

and as for the new circumstances,

they opened a career to his ambi-

tion. He looked forward to pro-

motion and inci'easing pay : in the

North-west Company he drew
profits on the co-operative system,

and so he cast in his lot for life

with the land of his adoption.

He had little inducement to ask

leave of absence for home, and
such a request would probably

have been answered by summary
dismissal. Naturally a young man
will turn to thoughts of love, but

in that country there were few
maidens of his own blood. And
if he desired to be well considered

by his superiors, he could do no
better than get hand-fasted with a

native. The Company, though
chiefly Scottish by race and Presby-

terian by religion, winked at these

illicit connections, for settlements

removed several thousand miles
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from headcjuarters were not wh
Mr S(iueers would have called tl»vago8 w

shops for morals. IJut the matihe Imrrc

gers encouraged mixed marriages(iftke suri

commercial and political ground' the C
for thoy deemed that an agci'Ould ni(

could do better business as gainst h

family connection of some Dogr^arter In

or Loucheaux chief. on is as

The territory was autocratical"ne cond

administered, and the subon For mc

nates, within well - understo/^adson I

limits, had alnnost absolute d^d expi

cretion. Removed beyond t^ace, alt

reach of the law, they were a Ij^bany an

unto themselves. The agents wtlj three

not partners, as in the North-Wianadian

Company
J
but they were assur^*® trans

of aclvancement and a competetiWish in

if enterprising and resourcefully to

And it is admitted that thrthertroi

government, tho^.igh arbitrary, ^ their i

admirable, so f.<3r as the Indipr a few i

were concerned. It contras*«e was i

very favourably with that to i** transfe

south of the international Iftio knew
where parties were organised a** ^t dege

sent out on the war-path, ^napetition

premiums offered for the Ind *ke Indii

scalps, irrespective of sex or a *he Fr

In the north the innocent Avouched

never made to suffer for the gui**®'"* and i

but any criminal was relentles^gains wh
sought out and hunted down. CT« and oul

sequently outrages came to ^urrence,

almost unknown, and latterly ^ily av

posts might almost have been -©^ some

unstockaded. But being comrf" oiercha

cial, the Company's policy ^glMh,orr(

based on commercial selfishn** partner

No intrusion was permitted owsts to

their boundless preserves, f'niction.

a portion had been guarantee(P**^on

charter or trading licences, '"P*"yi i-

the monopoly was everywi wie lea

secured by distances and de^/'wllivraj

tion. To the west of the g**«^- ^or

lakes, down the Mississippi anl"**^^ autl

the Missouri, the solitary voyaf' paters

or coureur de hois might live^***^^* T.

his gun and by barter, if he choW eleme

risk having his hair raised by *S *he
r«urs de
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