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e City of eracles /

i First-Hand and Unprejudiced Accounf of
the Mysteries of Lourdes.

(Continued.)

lgmit frankly that after I have
theorised and argued
ecclesiastics, |
dors and psychologists, I am still:
Either the:

wtigated,
wt Lourdes with
puzzled.”
jes of Lourdes are what Cath-
s claim they are, or there is some
miie law, or series of laws, in op-

g, of which we have little or ro

edge.

e proposition resolves itself into
of two alternatives. If your
mophy admits of the possibility
piracles you must believe in
gles, If you are a sceptiec you are
with the necessity of reeon-
fing these cures with a “patural”

ation. And to regomnstruct all of

with an accedtible and unassail- |

uplanation is  more  difficuld
{o believe in miracles!

Mtever be the explanation, dhe
pims pour into Lourdes in thou-
fs daily during the summer. Frx

The mixture of rellgious enthusiasm
and commerce is harsh and grating
at times. Every shop by the. boule-

“churches built to do honor to Our 3
ship and penance for the pilgrims.

“terrace above, is-the entrahee to the,

_Gretto from the esplanade.
waid that the Grotto is  where you

‘culee Conception.”

Lady and to provide a place of Wor-

The Church of the Rosary is the low-
et of the three. Its beaufiful fremt,
with a magnificant

) ”hces the wide uﬂmﬁu
bah d its dome, which rises from the |

erypt, cut out ef the reck ef Magsa-
lQille. Abave the crypt, and most im-
pregsive of all, is the Bagilica. Its
“foyndations are also in the rock im-
“mediately above the Gretto, wWwhich
fages the River Gave. You reach the
1 have

touch the heart of Lourdese The fruth
is that the Grotto of Mssa&bsuo is
Lourdes.

This is the cove. where little Ber-:
nadette claimed she saw the Virgin,
and in the niche which Bernadette
indicated there has beén created a
large white statue of Carrara mar-
ble. Round her head, in the form of
a nimbus, is the deelaration made to
the wondering girl—“Je sunis I'Imma-

To the right is a pulpit of Lourdel
marble from which leaders of pilgrim-
ages exhort their followers durlng
services in front of the Grotto. The |
Grotto itself is not very large—about |
fifteen feet square with a bulging roof. |
It is fenced off by railings, and pil-
grims pass threugh all day long, kiss-
ing the stone on which the feet of the
Virgin are said to have rested during
the apparitions. At the entrance an
attendant stands to receive the cand-
les which are given him to be burned .
in the huge iron stand when places
can be found for them, Always there
is a large stock of candles walting to
be placed in the stand, although they,
burn day and night. The roof of the!
Grotto has become black and sooty!
owing to the ceaseless burning, and
the inside of the Grotto is warm, but
very quiet, A- large altar is erected
inside, and behind the altar are other

, candles stuck on spikes.

A

vard facing the enclosed -grounds of '

the Grotto has something of the vul-~
garity of the village fair about it.

It is at the Grotio, however, that
one escapes the roar of commerce,

and where one touches the very heart Immaculate Maid, Mother

of Lourdes.

l

|

|

All day, and until far inte the night'’
the constant stream of pilgrims pass-
es through the Grotte, kisgsing the
rock, sighing as they pray fer the,
sick or for themselves. “Lady of Lour- |
des,” they murmur. “Pray for us!
of God,

! heal our sick that sinners may be |

There are two ways to the place. | sonverted!”

The more imposing is by way of the
Boulevard. To go by this way is to see
the glory that is Lourdes in all its
wonder and majesty. At the very
gates of The enclosed groupd which
the church has obtained for its pur-
pose is the Statue of St.
Twenty yards farther on is a great

.bgen fixed in a wall so that pilgrims

Mm’“]-}And all day long, from six g¢'clock
1 in the morning until late afternoon,

calvary, given by the Bretons. Farther :

down, surrounded by an iron rail-
ing, is a massive figure of the Virgin,
crowned. At almost any hour of the
day pilgrims are to he secin kneeling
in adoration and prayer 'beside the

mment you disembark from th “f great white marble statue.

bt the long, low-roofed station
il the moment you leave the city,
e in the midst of such a eaco-
By of sounds and languages as
it have been heard only at Babel.
Dwre are, in reality, two cities in
les. There is the old quarter
the inhabitants still speak the
fat dialect, a quarter dominated
e dour castle on the hill. There
% new part, where curio shops
fiid with religious relics and em-
M huddle close together, over
ki rises the tall, majestic Church
¥ Basilica, built on the Rock of
be
% and nondescript traders have
M the two towns..and
B wares upon visitors, inviting all
fndry to enter their stores and
iFlower women are ranged alomg
bulevard of the gaudy stores
® boyquets ready for those, pil-
f Who care to lay a wreath on
frotto railings, Candles are for
ferywhere—large candles which
& hundred francs and more, and
M andles which you mAY - purs
Rior a franc. Every pilgrim buys

I, either for giving.te. the at={:

M at the Grotto, where they are

4 for Our Lady of Lourdes, or

fUing In  the candle procession
% takes place every night.
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I'm Due AT THe
LECTURE HALL!

thrust’

'Baby s Skin Troub

Chafing, scalding, skin irri-
tations and itching, burning ec~ }
gema are quickly . thor-
oughly relieved and the skin
‘kept soft, smooth and velvety
by the use of

Dr. Chase’s Qintment

Apply daily- after the- bath.

AV REVOR, Geuﬂ.!ueu.

THERE, OO,
PRoF.

. who canneot stand.

!

| of the Grotto, are hung the crutches
i and- appliances: of the cured, eloquent
. evidence of miracles.

'of the call for penarjce and prayer.
+ the sadness of the scene in front of
- the Grotto and at the baths are in-

‘They move gently through the
Grotto, - and emerge again in the sun-
light near the twelve taps whieh have

may drink or fill their bottles and jars
with the water which has bheen blessed

there sit in front of this sacred Grot-
to the sick who have come for health.
Mostly they are in bath ¢hairs but
many of them are on stretchers, and
some are ahle to hobhle to the bench-
es which have been supplied for those

Utter silence reigns, save for the
shuffling of the feet of those who come
and go. Priests and laymen kneel
down and kiss the dust, Penance!
Penance! Penance! That is the cen-
tral note of Lourdes. Penance for
sins, and prayers for mankind!

On the left, from the roof and walls

It is impossible to be present and
not be moved by the solemnity of it
all.. At certain hours a oriest in
charge of a pilgrimage, who has been
given  permission to hold a service
there, mounts the pulpit and exhorts
his flock. It may be that the maior-
ity of thoge in the space are ignorant
of his tongue, but there is a common
tongue in ELourdes, and presently it
bursts farth in the hymns which other
pilgrims are singing up in front of
the. baths where the' sick are heen
taken - behind the white curtains io
be dipped.

But, in spite of this faith, in spite

deseribable. The sick, .the palsied,
the blind, the broken fragments of
humanity who seek cures, are brought
into the enclosed space in front of the

Sun-‘-Maldsl
m o el

Had Your Iron Today? i

baths while priests lead the crowds
1n_ prayer and call to-the heavens for
the aid which, man cannot give.

Men, women, and even children are
there, nervous and excited some of
them, others taking the affair coolly
beeause they have been there hefore.
As the chairs and stretchers are
wheeled " up the priest’s voice rises
in mournful cadence:

“Lord, heal our sick! Our Lsdr of
Lourdes, pray for us!”

slon headed by & small company of
girls, dressed as Bernadette was dress-
od when shé saw the visions sixty-five
years ago. Above the heads of the
crowd banners can be seen. The pro-

I! meoves slowly round the paths right
up to the gates where St. Michael con-
quers Satan.

Round the corneér it comes, slowly,
solemnly—a long line of moving
figures. Behind the girls come pil-
grims, each with a candle in his hand.
Then. come priests, then, last of all,
the acolytes with censers and lighted
candles, and a wide cream-and-gold
ocanopy under which walks the arch-

The Curtains are opened and at-
tendants motion to the brancardiers
—voluntary helpers who give up their
time to transportation of the invalids
who cannot walk—and as the next
stretcher or chair is wheeled in, the
curtains fall hehind the little group,
and another helpless invalid has gaie
to try whether he or she is tq be fay-
ored with g cure in the waters. So
the process goes on until the hours

when the baths are closed and the’

greatest event of the day takes place
in front of the Rosary Church—the
Procession of the Blessed Sperament,

Five o’clock is the hour for this
solemn event. For an hour previously
the brancardiers and helpers are busy
bringing dewn the sick and forming
their chajrs and stretchers in a vast
oblong in frent of the Resary,Chureh,
Behind the chairs and stretcliers

)these helpers stagnd- during the pro-

cession. The wide ascents on either
gide of the esplanade sweeping up to
the terrace above the doors of the
church are crammed with pilgrims and
sightseers. These ascents, borne up-
ward on fches, are like two gigan- ]
tfc embrdcing arms encircling the
church.

Alone in the centre of the empty
place, the multitude on three sides of
him, stands 2 priest who ealls gloud
the prayers while the procession 1s on
its way from the Grotte, '

In the digstanee is heard the

CRAMPS

Miss Maric Rasmuessen of
Nordlandet, = Kristiansaund, .
Norway, writes as follows:

“I sometimes suffer terrible
from cramps in_ the
gu\du and feet, and have
found anthlnc thlt me
more relief loan’s
Liniment. It Iu uruialy a
mdulul preparation.’]
ry day brings added testi=
mony pl'alling the world-
famed ‘‘pain’s -

sound

Don’t be withe
outit. Profit
by others’ ex-
perience.

Atalldruggists
and dealers.

* Sacred Host,

bishop, bearing in his hidden hands the
Blessed Sacrament of the’ Altar, the
in a glittering mon-
. strance.

' Through an opening in the oblong
the conopy comes, and from under it
steps the archbishop, still holding the
Host on high. On either side of him are
priests in- vestments, hands together '
in an attitude of prayer and supplic-{
ation.

Opposite every one of the sick per-
sons the Host is held for a moment.
The sign of the Cross is made while
the crowd goes down on its knees.
Slowly, sadly, with infinite compas-.
sion on the helpless ones, the Sacred
Host moves down the long line. And
from the middle of the place the;
priest’s voige rolls out in appeal, and
is repeated by the multitude.

“Seigneyr, si vous voulez
pouvez me guerir!”

“Lord, if Thou will, Thou canst heal
me!” cries the worshipping multitude.

“Maitre, sauvez nous, nous peris-:
sons!”

“Master, save us, we perish!”

Over the Sacred Host is a gilded
umbrella, held high by an attendant. |
It moves gradually down the long line, :
crosses over to the other side, and so
up again until every. qne,pt the striek-
en, ‘Wwretched ones has been visited.
Then the procession moves to the steps
of the chureh, and from the edge of
the wide topmast step the crowd is
blessed again. The doors of the church
glide open, the gilded procession
moves alowly into the gloom of the in-
terior—angd the crowd breaks over the
place. while the gick are being taken
back to the hospital, still with theiri
sickness clinging to them, still with

yous |
l

.| their aches and pains and wretched-

ness, perhaps, but with ~ Hope still
burning bright for what fhe next day
may bring. j

Many of the miracles take
during this proecession. Sometimes a
gufferer will leap from his couch and
proclaim his cure. Again, it may be at !
the Grotto that the cure takes place.
It may be in the hospital, it may be
anywhere; there have been many
known to get their miracle after they ;
had left Lourdes and returned home,
or were on the way.

What is the percentage of the cures?
I do not know, nor doeés any man.
‘When I asked the question of Dr. Cox,
the Fnglishman who has been assist-
ing for twenty-eight years in the ex-
‘aminations at the medical bureau
where all. cases are scrutinised, he
smiled a little sadly and shook his
head.
\‘-'There are no percentages here,” he
said. “When you come to Lourdes you
have to throw away all your methods
of thought which served in the outside
world. I came here in 1896 with a re-
lative who was sick. Dr. Boissarie, who

SOLD BY GEO. NEAL, LTD.

was Zola's host when the French

LA l'l l
-.—thzo%. ‘;wouderful story of a madcap gu’l to
t another’s sake.
'l'hm 8 & smile for every tear in this story of a madcap girl who becom

8 Great Reels--Herbert Brenon Dlrected it--

' novelist visited Lourdes,
* doctor then. My relative was cured,

i ospphy, but I preferred the

place |%een is the desire of some to give &
‘“physical” solution -to the miracles,

! cluded in its official list of miracles,

om

of singing, It comes from the primu-

cession is on its way from the Grotto.
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" was senior

but I was still seeptieal, I admitted
the possibility of a mirdele in my phil-
natural
method of cures. Dr. Boissarie was
going off for a holiday and invited me i
' to take his place. I .teok it for fourl
manths. The whole thing, fageinated !
me, and I stayed. That is ajl. Can I
explain the cures? I eannot, by natur-
al means. There is no medical theory
in existence that can explain them. I
stay and see them. That is all. I have
seen many—in twenty-eight years. I
am now eighty-three years old.”

Dr. Cox has seen more cures than

'any other man in Lourdes, possibly,

and vet he cannot “explain.” Around
the walls of his office are photographs
of the most fameus miracles of the

‘ past rgeneration: There are the cases

of De Rudder, of Gargam—still living
and working at the churches—of Marie
Bailly, of Madame Rouchel, and .many .
others. Marie Lebranchu, the original
of Zola's “La Griyotte,; did net have
a relapse, 4s Zola stated but geturned
to Lourdes to prove that her cure was
permanent. Her photo is in the office— | I
the photo of a healthy woman. :
The medical bureau is open to every ;
doctor who cares to enter its doors.
Thousands of medical men have vis!t-
ed it from all parts of the world. They
{ may be present at the examinations it
they wish. The bureau, knowing how

{

gives every facility for investigation.
No cures of nervous disorders are in-

They take note only of organic dis-
ease.
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Cures there bhava
been—many cures—but there are in-
finitely more cases of disappointment,
as there are hound to be, under the
strange circumstances. But for them
there remains the 1efuge of the spir-
itnal side of Lourdes, an eucharistic
healing.

It is this spiritual aspect which the
Church is more ‘eager to emphaiize

“for theugh Lourdes may be a city of

miracnlous physical cures, it.is alsao
a oity of prayer and pemance. Day
and night the one atmespheric con-
dition present is religious,

During the day in rain and in sun-
shine, I have seen the penitent toil-
ing up the steps ef the first Station
of the Cross gn their knees, thereby
gaining the same indulgence as ig
attached to the same act pn the seala
sancta in Rome. I have stood on the
Calvary Hill and wateh the nightly
torchlight procession trailing its blaz-
ing way like a river of flowing flame
through the grounds by the Rosary
Church, and have heard the pilgrims

| sheut their Hail to the Lady of Lour-

des e2¢ they raised their candles on
high at every Ave.

And through the hours of darkness
I have watehed a great cross flaming
all night from the top of a neigh-
bouring mountain. It was the crass,
a hundred feet high, erected on the
summit of the Pic du Jer and illum-

iinated by numberless electric lamps,

shining out across the wide spaces
of the Pyrenees to telf mankind that
Faith and-Xope still live.

ST. JOHN’S
GROCERY STORES

Small Green Cabbage.
Finest Local Potatoes

and
Turnips.

P.E. I Beet,

Parsnips, Carrots.

Finest Family Beef
12 cents lb

New! Spare Rnbs.
16 cents Ib.

Bt;logna Sausage.
20 centslb.

J. J. ST. JOHN,

Duckworth St. & LeMarchant




