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CAPE RACE, To-day.
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e and There.

NOT COMING.—The report
s.s. Kyle was due here this
g incorrect;, as the ship has
ordered off her regular

RESERVISTS RETURNING
lowing R.N.R. men who are
on furlough are passengers
incoming express: W. Tom=
W. Parsons, W. S. Oughsed,
. F. Walker, C. Elly, L. Mil-
ownshend, L. Vail, G. Noel.
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BY DAVID LLOYD-GEORGE

Expounds Allies’War Aims and

Peace Terms

able Language.

in Unmistak-

LONDON, Jan. b.

(By Reuter’s Ottawa Agency.)—
Rt. Hon. David Lloyd George, in ful-
filment of the promise recently made
in his address to the Trades’ Union
Delegates, now discussing the gques-
tion of man-power with the Minister
of National Service, on the subject of
war aims, made to-day the following
important statement on behalf of the
Government. He said: ‘When the
Government invite the organized La~
bor of this country to assist them to
maintain the might of their armies in
the field, its representatives are en-
titled to say fHat any misgivings and
doubts which any of them may have
about the purpose to which this prec-
jous strength is to be applied, should
be definitely cleared. And what is
true of organized labor, is equally
true of all citizens in this country re-
gardless of trade or avocation.

When men by ‘the millions are he-
ing called upon to suffer, and when
vast populations are dying or subject-
ed to the sufferings and privations of
war on a scale unprecedented in the
history of the world, they are entitled
to know for what cause or causes they
are making the sacrifice. And it is
only the clearest, the greatest and
most just of causes, that can justify
the continuance, even for one day, of
this unspeakable agony of the na-
tions. And we ought to be able to
state clearly and definitely, not only
the principles for which we are fight-
ing, but glso their definite and con-
crete a(ﬁcation to the war map of
the world.

We have arrived at the most criti-
cal hour in this terrible conflict, and
before any Government takes : the
fateful decision as to the conditions
under which we ought either to ter-
minate or continue the struggle, it
ought to be satisfied that the con-
science of the nation is behind these
conditions, for nothing-else can sus-
tain the effoxt which is necessary to
achieve a righteous end to this war.
I have, therefore, during the last few
days, taken special pains to ascertain
the view and attitude of represeiitative
men of all sections of thought and
opinion in this country.

Last week I had the privilege, not
merely of perusing the declared war
ends of the Labor Party, but also of
discussing in detail with Labor lead-
ers the meaning and intention of that
declaration. I.have also had the op-
portunity of discussing this question
with Mr, Asquith and Viscount Grey.
Had it not been that the Nationalist
leaders are in Ireland, engaged in en-
deavoring to solve the tangled prob-
lem of Irish self-government, I should
have been happy to exchange views
with them; but Mr. Redmond, speak-
ing in their behalf, has with his usual
lucidity and force in many of his
speeches, made clear what his ideas
are as to the object and purposes of
the war. I have also had the oppor-
tunity of consulting certain represen-
tatives of the Great Dominions Over-
seas. I am glad to be able to say, as
a result of all these discussions, that
although the Government are alone re-
sponsible for the actual language I
propose using, there is national agree-
ment as to the character and purpose
of our war aims and peace conditions.
And in what I say to you to-day, and
through you to the world, I can” ven-
ture to claim that I am speaking, not
merely the mind of the Government,
but of the nation and the Empire as
well,

We may begin by clearing away
some misunderstanding and stating
what we are not fighting for. We are
not fighting a .war of aggression
against the German people. Their
leaders have persuaded them that
they are fighting a war of self-defence
against a league of rival nations bent
on the destruction of Germany. That
is not so. The destruction or disrup-
tion of Germany or the German people
has never been a war alm with us
from the first day of this war to this
day. Most reductantly and indeed
quite unprepared for the dreadful or-
deal, we were forced to join in this
war in self-defence—in defence of the

violatd public law of Europe and in'

vindication of the most solemn treaty
Obligations upon which the public
fystem of Europe rested, and on which
Germany ruthlessly trampled in her
Invasion of Belgium. We had to join
in the struggle or stand aside and see
Burope go under and brute force
triumph over public right and inter-

Bational justice. It was only & realiza-
alternative that |

tion of that dreadful alternatiy
forced the British people into war, and
B -~

Oever swerved. They

or destroy that position for the future
but rather to turn her aside from her
hopes and schemes of military domin-
ation and see her devote all her
strength to the great and beneficent
tasks of the world.

Nor are we fighting 4o destroy Aus-
tria-Hungary, or to deprive Turkey of
its capital, or of the rich and renown-
ed lands of Asia Minor and Thrace,
which are predominantly Turkish in
race; nor did we enter the war to
alter or destroy the Imperial Constitu-
tion of Germany, much as we consider
that military and autocratic constitu-
tion a dangerous anachronism in the
twentieth century. Our point of view
is that the adoption of a really demo-
cratic constitution by Germany would
be the most convincing evidence that
in her the old spirit of military dom-
ination had indeed died in this war,
and would make it much easier for
us to conclude a broad, democratic
peace with her, But after all that is a
question for the German people to de-
cide.

It 18 now more than a year since
the President of the United States
(then neutral) addressed to the belli-
gerents the suggestion that each side
should state clearly the aims for which
they were fighting. We and our Allies
responded by the note of the 10th
January, 1917, To the President’s ap-
peal the Central Empires made no re-
ply, and despite many adjurations
both from opponents and neutrals,
they have maintained complete silence
as to the objects for which they are
fighting. Even on so crucialsa matter
as their intention in regard to Belgium
they have uniformly declined to give
any trustworthy indications. On the
26th December last, however, Count
Czernin, speaking on behalf of Aus-
tria-Hungary and her Allies, did make
a pronouncement of a kind deplorably
vague. We were told that it is not
the intention of the Central Powers
to appropriate forcibly any of the oc-
cupied territories or to rob of its in-
dependence any nation which lost its
political independence during the wur.
It is obvious that almost any scheme
of corfquest and annexation could be
perpetrated within the literal inter-J
pretation” of such a pledge. Does it
mean that Belgium, Serbia, Montene-
gro and Roumania will be as inde-
pendent and free to direct their own
dostinies as Germany or any other
nation, or does it mean that all man-
ner of interferences and restrictions,
political and economic, incompatible
with the status and dignity of free and
self-respecting people, are to be im-
posed? If there is one kind of inde-
pendence for the great nation and an
inferior kind of independence fo! the
small nation, we must know what is
meant; for equality of right amongst
the nations, small as well as great,
is one of the fundamental issues which
this country and its Allies are fight-
ing to establish in this war. Repara-
tion for the wanton damaage inflict-
ed on Belgian towns and villages and
their inhabitants, is emphatically re-
pudiated. The rest of the so-called
offer of the Central Powers is almost
entirely a refusal of all concessions.
All suggestions about the autonomy
of subject nationalities are ruled out
of their peace terms altogether.

The question as to whether any
form of self-government is to be giv-
en to the Aremnians and.Syrians is
declared to be entirely a matter for
the Sublime Porte. A pious wish for
the protection of minorities, “in so
far as it is practically realizable,” is
the nearest approach tp liberty which
the Central statesmen venture to
make. On one point only are they
perfectly clear and - definite,—under
no circumstances will the “German
demgnd‘" for the restoration of the
whole of Germany’s colonies be de-
parted from. All principles of self-
determination, or as our earlier phrase
goes, government by consent of the
governed, here vanishes into thin air.

it s impossible to believe that any
odifice of permanent peace could be
erectéd on such 'a foundation as this.
Mere lip service to the formula of no-
annexation and no-indemnities or the
right of self-determination is uscless.
Before any negotiations can be even

torial and economical, of the indepen-
dence of Belgium and such reparation

| as can be made for the devastation of

its towns and provinces. This is no
demand for a war i{ndemnity such as
that imposed on France by Germany
in 1871; it is not an attempt to shift
the cost of warlike operations from
one belligerent to another, which may
or may not be defemsible; it is no
more or no less than an insistance

that before there can be any hope for

a stable peace, this great breach of

the public law of Europe must be re-
pudiated and, so far as possible, re-
paired. Reparation means recogni-
tion. Unless international right be
recognized by insistence on payment
for injury done in defiance of its can-
ons, it can never be a reality.

Next comes the restoration of Ser-
bia, Montenegro. and the occupied
parts of France, Italy and Roumania.
Complete. withdrawal of alien armies
and reparation for injustice done is
a fundamental condition of permanent
peace. We mean to stand by the
French democracy to the death in the
demand they make for a reconsider-
ation of the great wrong of 1871,
when without any regard for the wish-
es of the people, two French prov-
inces were torn from the side of
France and incorporated in the Ger-
man +empire. This sore has poisoned
the peace of Europe for half a cen-
tury and until it is cured healthy con-
ditions will not have been regtored.
There can be no better illustration
of the folly and wickedness of using
a transient military succéss to violate
national right.

I shall not attempt to deal with the
question of the Russian territories
now in German occupation..The Rus-
sian policy since the revolution has
passed so swiftly through so many
phases that it is difficult to speak
without some suspension of judgment
as to what the situation will be when
the final terms of European peace
come to be discussed. Russia ac-
cepted the war and all its horrors be-
cause she was true to her traditional
guardianship of the weaker commu-
nities of her race. She stepped in to
protect Serbia from the plot against
her independence. It is this honour-
able sacrifice which not merely
brought Russia into the war, but
France as well. France, true to thé
conditions of her treaty with Russia,
stood by her ally in a quarrel which
was not her own. Her chivalrous re-
spect for that treaty led to the wan-
ton invasion of Belgium = and. the
treaty obligations of Great Britain to
that little land brought us into the
war, The present rulers of Russia
are now engaged, without any refer-
ence to the countries whom Russia
brought into the war, in separate ne-
gotiations with the common enemy.
I am indulging in no reproaches. I
am merely stating the facts with a
view to making it clear why Great
Britain cannot be held accountable
for a decision taken in her -absencé
and concerning which she has not
been consulted or-her aid ’,mvoked.

No one who knows Prussia and her
designs upon Russia can for a mo-
ment doubt her ultimate intentions.
Whatever phrases she may use to de-
lude Russia she does not mean to sur-
render one of her fair provinces or
cities of Russia now occupied by her
forces. Under one name or another,
and the same hardly -matters, these
Russian provinces will henceforth be
in reality part of the dominions of
Prussia. They will be ruled by the
Prussian sword in the interests of the
Prussian autocracy, and the right of
the people of Russia, partly enticed
by specious phrases and partly bull-
ied by the threat of continued war
against an impotent army, will be re-
duced to the condition of a complete
economic and ultimately political in-
strument to Germany. We all deplore
the prospect. - The democracy of this
country means to stand to the last
by the democracies of France and
Italy and all our other allies. We
will be proud to fight to the end side
by side with the new democracy of
Russia, g0 will America, France and
Italy. But if the resent rules of
Russia take action which is indepen-
dent of their allies, we have no means
of intervening to arrest the casas-
trophe which will assuredly Dbefall
their country. Russia can only te
saved by her own people, ¢

We believe, however, that an in-
dependent Poland, comprising all
those genuinely Polish elements who
desire to form part of it, is an urgent
necessity for the stability of Hurope,
Similarly, though we agree with Pre-
sident Wilson that the break up of
Austria-Hungary is no part of our
war aims, we feel that unless genu-

‘ine self-government.on true demo-

1808 its
allies for the furtherance of its own
purposes. ! :

‘same principle atriotly applies. While |

we do not challenge the maintenance
of a Turkish empire in the homelands
of the Turkish race, with a capital at
| Constantinople, the passage between
the Mediterranean and Black Sea be-
ing internationalized and neutralized,
Arabia, Armenia; Mesopotamia, Syria
and Palestine -are, in our judgment
entitled to recognition of their sep-
arate national conditions. What the
exact form of that recognition in each
particular case should be need not be
discussed here, beyond stating that it
will be impossible to restore to their
former sovereignty the territories to
which I have already referred.

Much ‘has-been said about the ar-
rangements which we have entered
into with the Allies on this and other
subjects. I can only say that as new
circumstances, like the Russian col-
lapse and separate' Russian negoti-

\

under which these conditions were
made, we are and always have been
perfectly ready to- discuss them with
our Allies.

Regarding the German colonies, I
have repeatedly declared that they
should be held at the disposal of a
conference whose deeisions must have
primary regard to the wishes and in-
terests of the native inhabitants of
such colonies. None of these terri-
tories are inhabited by FEuropeans.
The governing consideration, there-
fore, in all these ¢ases must be that
the inhabitants should be placed un-
der the control of an administration
acceptable to themselves, one of
whose main purpose would be to pre-

of European capitalists and govern-
ments. The natives lives in various
tribal organizations under chiefs and
councils who are competent to con-
sult with and speak for their tribes
and members and thus represent their
wishes and {interests in regard  to
their disposal. The general principle
of national self-determination ~ is
therefore as applicable in their cases
as in those of occupied European ter-
ritories. The German declaration that
the natives of the German colonies
have through their military fidelity in
the war shown their attachment and
resolve under all circumstance to re-
main with Germany, i8 applicable not
to the German colonigs generally, but
only to one of them, and in that case,
namely “German East Africa”. The
German authorities secured the at-
tachment, not of the inative popula-
tion as a whole, which {s and remains
profoundly anti-German, but only of
the small warlike class from whom
their Askaris soldiers were selected.
These they attached to themselves by
conferring on them ‘a highly privi-
ledged position as Wgainst the bulk
of the native population, which en-
abled the Askaris to assume a lordly
ad oppressive superiority over
rest of the natives. By this and other
means they secured the attachment of
a very small and insignificant minor-
ity whose interests are directly op-
posed to the rest of the population,
and for whom they have not the right
to speak. Germany’s treatment of the
native population of their célonies
has been such as to amply 'justlfy her
fear of submitting the future of these
colonies to the wishes of the natives
themselves.

Finally there must be reparation
foy injuries done in violation of inter-
national law. The peace conference
must not forget our seamen and the
services they have rendered and the
outrages they have suffered for the
common caus of freedom, an omission
we notice in the proposal of the Cen-
tral Powers, which seems to us ‘es-
pecially regrettable. ‘It is desirable,
indeed essential, that the settlement
after this war be one which does not
in itself bear the seed of future wars;
but that is not enough. However
wisely and well we make territorial
and other arrangements, there will
still be many subjects of international
controversy, some indeed inevitable.
Bconomic conditions at the end of the
war will be in the highest degree
difficult, owing to the:diversion of hu:
man effort to war-like pursuits. There
must follow a world shortage of raw
material which will increase the long-
er the war lasts, and it is inevitable
that those countries which control
raw material will desire to help them-
gelves and their friends first. Apart
from this, whatever settlement is
made will be suitable only to the cir-

ations have changed the conditions.

vent their exploitation for the benefit | |
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Do you want something to keep
~you warm and comfortable ?

Here it is :

Woven

Jersey COATS

in Light and Dark Grey,

$l-45 alld $l.70 each.
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CLEARING-UP LINES.

This week we are offering special values in

Ladies’

Brown Furs, $1.80 & $4.50
Black Furs, $260 & $3.00

THIS WEEK.

A. & S. RODGER’S.

fident that a great attempt must be
made t oestablish, by some interna-
tional organization, an alternative for
war as a means for settling interna-
tional disputes. After all, war is a
relic of barbarism, and just as law
has succeeded violence as & means of
settling disputes between individuals,
80 we believe it is destined ultimately
to take the place of war in the settle-
ment of controversies between na-
tions. 3

If then we are asked what we are
atming for, we reply, as we have often
replied, “we are fighting for a Jjust
and lasting peace”; and we belleve
that before a permanent peace can be
hopd for three conditions must be ful-
filled.  Firstly, the sanctity of treaties
must be established; secondly, terri-
torial settlement must be secured and

SURPRISE FOR < ENEMY DELE-
GATES.

LONDON, Jan. 6.
When the delegates of the Central
Powers arrived at Brest-Litovsk to
resume the peace negotiations they
found no Russian delegates there, ac-
cording to a Vienna despatch to Zu-
rich, forwarded by the Exchange Tele-
graph Co. All that awaited them was
a telegram from the Russians asking
for a transfer of negotiations to
Stockholm.

MINERS ENTOMBED.
WILKESBARRE, Penn., Jan. 6.
An explosion to-day in the Barnum
mine at Pittston, entombed 100 min-
ers. ;
\

P
TRENCH RECAPTURED.

|

' LONDON, Jan, 6.
The British last night attacked and
recaptured from the Germans &
trench section which the Germans
had occupied earlier in the day to the
east of Bullecourt.

e

'GERMAN SOLDIERS REVOLT.
\ LONDON, Jan. 6.

Here and _There.

SCHOOLS RE-OPEN.—The Christ-
ian Brothers and Convent schools re-
opened this morning, after the Christ-
mas vacation.

Military Brushes in Cases to
be had at BOWRING BROS,,

LTD., Hardware Department.
dec24,e0d,tf

——————
SMALLPOX STILL SPREADING.~
On Saturday the ambulance was calle
ed to a residence on Brennan Streel
to remove a young woman to the hose
pital who is suffering from smallpox.

Ladies’ Dressing Cases, Brush,
Comb and Mirror, BOWRING
BROS., LTD., Hardware Dept.

dec24,004,t¢

! e oot
BELATED EXPRESS ARRIVES~<
The fast express with passengors front
abroad reached the city at 11.46 las{

night. Some of the passengers fronf
t!l. U. 8. have been thirteen days+en




