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mmNewfoundland Pro-
- ducts Contract.

WEDNESDAY, April 28th.
! (Concluded.)

¢ nature and extent of the rights
. pri\'ilt‘éi“" ceded to the Company
der this agreement are very ani-
expressed. In the contract
is so doveé-tailed into an-
er, One privilege is S0 allied and
ke(; yp with other privileges aui
L application of them so (‘().ntusell
that you require t>
attention to the word-
the meaning that
iven them. In an
kind every sen-
right should be de-
ed in clear cul language. If it tooi:
ves of printed matter to descrile

g gously
B right

d mixed up,
e very close
b to discover
ould be prope rly
eement of this
ce-and every

pa :
single concession, it. would not be

b much, provided the rights be ‘ex-
ssed in clear propositions, in
bar cut paragraphs, and each one
pt separate and not be confused .h\'
Ferences to rights here and to priv-
ges in other places, to attach to
hicessions equally mixed- up im ils
heusge.” They may be curtailed in
Ime places extended in other
bres. I think the whole agreement
ows that it is either carelessiy
wn, or drawn with the intention
perplex those who appreach it and
toc interpret it. I referred to the
ovisions that the rights and priyl-
s granted by the agreement at-
hed to the powers in the 40 miie
ks and in the east coast area. It
5. “Such water power or powers
Il be taken to be held under this
reement.”” It is very difficult to
t that means. So far there is

se for 99 years of the water
wer of Humber River and Junction
ook, granted with rights annexed
them. I presume th eintemtion is,
t whatever title a water power in
ese areas -is acquired under, will be

spen}l not less than $5,000,000 on the
extension of its business in New-
foundland or its dependencies. I
should like to point out to the Com-
mittee here, that this expenditure
may have nothing at all to do with
the powers on Labrador, but it may
be spent in a manner which I pro-
pose to deal with later on. The ex-
penditure of this $5,000,000 within ten
yvears, and upon the expenditure of
whieli the acquisition of the complete
title to these widter powers on Hamii-
ton River depends, need not be made
upon the development or at all tae
powers that are the subject of the
concessions. It may be made in con-
nection with the business and opera-
tions of the Company in Newfoundi-
land. After ten years the Govern-
ment, provided .the Company has in
the meantime¢ made a survey and
spent $5,000,000 on its fusiness ani
operations, either in Newfoundland
or on the Labrador, the Company ac-
quires a title to this property. It is
then that the grants will issue to it
After the grants have beén issued
there is an obligation placed upon it
after it has acquired the property, to
spend $10,000,000 to develop the pro
perty itself, subject to forfeiture. 1In
connection with these poivers, it will
be noted that the Government under-
takes not to grant for a period of five
yozir:. to any person any water pow-
er or water powers on the Hamilton
viver or the Northwest River with

the drainage area mentioned. 517 ¢

other words, no power will be grant-
ed on either river for 17 years from
the date of this agreement. Wheu
the Company makes the selection of
the river it desires to retain, whether
it be the Northwest River or Hamil
ton River, no power can be grantad
to any other person upon that river

le of the kind created by the agree-
at, or it may -be that the rights and
ivileges at hing to this' agree-
nt will attach to these water pow-
5, 7o matter what the title is, whe-
r by demise, fee simple, freehold
any other title wlhatsoever. “The
kit and privileges;” that probably
pars the rights referred to in this
ragraph such as the right of dam-
ing up, and making and construc-
n of dams water-courses,
her matier «d to in the eay
prt of the agre 13 It also refers
obzbly to suc ts as those re-
ting to the import of materials and
freedom from taxation, and the at)—“
ropriation of Government property,
c. But, the thing is not at all clear.
is not as clear it should be in
agreement of thi kind, dealing
ith 5o great and so- far-reaching in-
prests.  The next concession given
/ the agreement is a right to have
e watler powers

6N THE HAMILTON RIVER

i on the Northwest River on the
abrador, held for the Company. They
e hound to bhegin a survey within
W0 years front the date lLiereof. They
e bound to begin a survey, but they
eed not finish

€ars after they begir

survey for five
1 it, or they have
BVl years in all to complete i-.
hen within ten vears from the daie
the agreement, they will have to

for a further period of five years

from that date. In other words, as

regards the- river that is ultimately

sclected to develop

NO PERSON CAN ACQUIRE ANY
RIGHTS

in that for 22 years after the date of

s this agreement. That is what

means, although it does not say so in
straightforward language. The Com
pany does not forfeii. its right unless
it fails to make the required ex-

penditure within five years of the is-

sue of the title to it. After it ac-
quires and is entitled to retain the
areas, it gets a fee simple indefeas-
ible title thereto, and afterwards of
course, no person can acquire any
right, or interest, or property in it,
except by purchase on such terms as
the Companry may demand beyond tie
limiicd councession that is in section
3 of the agreement in relation to the
supplying of a certain quantity of
horse power; that is a provision uti-
der which the Company agrees to fur-
nish at any of its power houses on
Labrador to any company engaged in
any industry or employment, not con-
cerned witih the manufacture of phos
phate of ammonia and other artic'es
mentioned there in, and the bye prc-
ducts, and within one hundred miles
of the power houses to the extent of
fifty horse power, upon terms anud
conditions to be settled by agreement
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| stance, supposing for a moment that

{.municipal taxation. The ‘Company is

!

DY-O-LA
Straw Hat Color

DY-O-LA STRAW HAT COLOR is
an ideal Straw Hat Color in every
way—Not too glossy and still fast and
water-proof. € Makes old hats look
just like New; not like old hats painted
over. @ Also works well on Satin
Slippers and Basket Work.

25¢ A BOTTLE WITH BRUSH

Ask your Druggist or Dealer.

Mfd. by The Johnson-Richardson Co.,
imited, Montreal, Can.

if possible, and if not by arbitration.
What that means, none can say, ex-
cept an expert who has studied 1t.
These are matters that the Govern-
ment should have taken means to ob-
tain expert opinion upon, and to havza
supplied all this information to the
Committee before proceeding with
the consideration of the Resolutions.
This information should cover a'l
matters relating to development on
these rivers, and as to what is really
meant by concession of fifty thousand
horse power to the person described
in the section. The Government also
grants to the Company a6 mining
grant of an area of land of roughly
five square miles, which is.vpractical—
ly surrounded by land of the: Reid
Nfid. Company, and which is on ,th=
Humber just above Humbermout',
and which the Premier stated - the
other day, contains marble.

Rt. HON. PRIME MINISTER.—
Limestone.

MR. KENT.+~This area consists of
the block of Iland intervening be-
tween the Reid Nild. Co.’s blocks on
.the north side of the railway at

Iumbérmouth, and I presume the
Company will acquire the rights of
the Reid Nfld. Co. over the adjoinin:s
areas. There is no return whatever
to the Colony for the grant .of this
valuable area of land. The next
paragraph provides that all the land;
waters, water -powers, buildings,
erections and: all property whatso-
ever of the Company, shall be ex-
empt from municipal taxation. Tie
next provides that the stock divi-
dends and other securities of the
Company shall also be exempt from
taxation; and -the next that all con-
struction material and machinery for
the  Gompany’s nlills, factories and
works, and for the purposes men-
ticned in clause 1 hereof, both for the
original installa_tion and further ex
tension of the same, but not in sub-
stitution for old, shall be admitted
luty free. Now these rights are un-
limited as regards time. They give
the Company exemption from munici-
nal taxation for all time, for all its
property for whatsoever kind. Sup-
pose the Company were to own pro-
verty in St. John’s. The taxes that
citizens have to pay for the upkecn
of the city, will never be payable by
the Company. Now let us suppose
that a town or city were to develop
at Humbermouth. The Company's
property there would be free from all
miunicipal taxation and the citizens
probably the laboring men and the
working men employed by the Com-
pany would have to pay for the
maintenance and upkeep of the civic
institutions and the streets and other
works of such a town. The mnext
proposition is that the stocks and de-
bentures of the Company are free
from taxation forever. We passed
here the other day an Act which im-
poses a tax upon the debentures of
every company doing business in the
Colony. We compelled them to peyv
death duties on their debentures and
shares and stocks, but this company
can go into any business it may wish
and it may alter from time to time in
the manner I have described, and may
carry on that business, and while
other individuals or companies may
be competing with it in business, its
debentures and stocks and shares
will always be free from taxation, al-
though a heavy burden of taxation
may have to be borne by others doing
business aleng similar lines. For in-

this company in the next 10 or 20 or
50 years’'decided to go into the ordin-
ary general business of the country
and compete with such firms as Bow-
rings, Jobs, and Harveys and other
firms of that kind, Bowrings, Jobs,
Harveys and the others could be tax-
ed upon their debentures and stock
and shares, whereas this company
could carry on the same business and
not be taxed in this direction at all.
Competition under these circumstan-
ces { ‘
IS NOT FAIR COMPETITION.
Another unfair advantage over its
business rivals this Company will
have is that if it were doing business
in St. John’s or elsewhére where the
rmunicipal taxation may be collected
its property would be free from

.ture. Under the agreement as it

also given for all purposes except in

so far as any powers that it may ac-;

quire in connection with the east
coast area’the right to appropriate
the lands of private individuals.
Section 11. of this contract sets out
that “If the company shall be at any
time- or times desirous of acquiring
lands incident to flowage right or
rights of way  for telegraphs, tele-
phones, power transmission lines,
railways, tramways or roads or sites
for mill works, factories, warehouses
or for wharves, pier docks, or other
shipping facilities not belonging to or
not in possession of the Crown ‘and
in connection with the Company’s
operations for the purposes aforesaid
and within fifty miles therefrom, and
shall be unable to agree with the
owners or occupiers of such lands
as to the purchase money or com-
pensation to be paid therefor, the
Company with the consent of the Gov-
ernor-in-Council may enter and take
such lands and the purchase money
or othter compensation to be paid by
the Company to the owners or occu-
piers of such lands shall be settled by
arbitration in manner provided by
Section 55 of the Crown Lands Act.
And upon payment to the owners or
occupiers afroesaid of the amount
awarded in such arbitration, the said
lands shall become and be the ab-
solute property of the Company.”
That right, sir, is given within 50
miles, within an area of 50 miles of
the Company’s pperations. What is
meant by within 50 miles of the Com-
pany’s operations is very difficult to
say. Suppose the Company establish-
es a power house on the Exploits
River. Does it mean that it will have
a right to acquire property within 50
miles of thése factories or if it has
operations in any other part of the
country within the areas covered by
its concessions or outside these
areas covered, because there is no
limitation in it has it the right to ac-
quire land within 50 miles of the fac-
tories or power houses. The con-
tract is not at all clear. There is no
limit to the lands that may be ac-
quired if it is shown to be for any
cof the purposes specified. If the con-
tract is accepted by the Committee
this concession should be defined
clearly and precisely, it should be
limited and its nature and extent
should be placed beyond peradven-

stands at the present time there is
practically a

UNIVERSAL POWER TO APPRO-
PRIATE.
lands of private individuals through-
out the country required for any of
these purposes if the company
spreads its operations may be ex-
propriated. If they do acquire pri-
vate property the Bill here is insuffi-
cient on the subject ‘of compensating
the owners. I think the remedy for
private holders ought not be the mere
arbitration price of the property
taken the purchase price of the pro-
perty. Purchase money has been de-
fined as the market value of pro-
perty taken and does not include in-
cidental injury. Different words are
used in another part of this contract
dealing with submerging property
through the operations of the Com-
pany in which case, if any, such pro-
perty is injuriously. affected the in-
jury is to be compensated and. paid
for; but where property is taken un-
der Section 10 of the provision the
Company simply takes it and pays the
purchase money for it. If any other
property of the individual or others
in the same neighbourhood should be
injuriously affected there is no com-
pensation provided. The next sec-
tion to which I will refer is section
14. If you notice it strengthens the
pesition which I have made in the be-
ginning of my remarks that this new
Company is subsidiary to the Reid
Nfid. Co. By this section the Com-
pany is to become a feeder for the
services of the Reid Newfoundland
Co. as against its competitions - en-
gaged in the business of carriers.
For example take Bowrings Brothers
Coastal Service. They do not enter
on a fair competition on the carriage
of any output from these works be-
cause section 14 provides that “The
Company hereby undertakes that it
will at all times sell at the Com-
pany’s works at the wholesale ex-
port price and deliver at all railway
stations in Newfoundland and will
also deliver at all ports of call of the
Reid Nfld. Company’s steamers.” The
intention is to make this. Corporation
a subsidiary and feding corporation
for the Reid Nfld. Co. I .object to the
next section in relation to the rights
of private individuals and the man-
ner of assessing damage done to the
property of private individuals. I
think that if the company does dam-
age to any individual in the exercise
of its immense powers that such per-
son whether great or small should
not be compelled to establish a speci-
al tribunal to have his rights arbi-
tiated upon. The right of action for
damage done to a man’s property
ought to be safeguarded and. he
ought not be compelled, unless he is
willing, to Submit to arbitration. I
suall now briefly refer to Section 18.
This clause provides that ‘“The Com-
pany undertakes to begin actual con-
struction work upon its undertaking |
within two years from the , date of
these presents and to expend the
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“The Chicken Inspector.”

Van and Flora Finch. He works it on:the butcher and the restau-
rant keeper; they get his number; he gives he town the liveliest time and biggest laugh ever.

A clever comedy with Wallie

“SUPPRESSED NEWS is

an exceptionally strong Selig drama.

“DOCTOR POLLY”Y—A Vitagraph special.feature n '2 reels, with Lilian Walker. While chasing a
ghost the nervous young man captures a very beautiful and material body. Her remedy proves
a complete and joyous cure.

“EUGENICS AT BAR U RANCH”—Being a cow puncher’s practical philosophy.

On Wednesday—A Bunny Comedy, “BUNNY AS A PRIVATE.”

g

JUSTWHAT IWANT

One of those Nice, Neat, Useful

KNITTED
SILK SCARFS

That they are showing this
week in all the leading
shades at

RODGER’S.

)

V2 ) =) o () A P =) (o o (92

RO EEES

REGAL

SHOE !

Our REGAL SHOES are
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STYLE, FIT and
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The REGAL SHOES
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The New Tan
ENGLISH LAST,

flat heel, receding toe, is the

latest New York Model.

All sizes and widths.

$5.50, 6.00, 6.50, 7.00.

SEE THEM TO-DAY..

PARKER
&
MONROE,

SOLE AGENTS.

~N

Court Decides
In Favor of C. P.R.

Stordstad Responsible for Sinking of
Empress of Ireland—Damages to
be Assessed.

Montreal,” April 27.—The C. P. R.

(Continued on next page.)

$2,000,000 suit against the Actiesenin-

; ! kabte Maritime, a Norwegian Com-

pany owing the Storstad which ram-
med the C. P. R. liner Empress of
Ireland in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
last May with the loss of 1,012 lives,
has gone in favor of the C. P. R, but
the damages are to be assessed by the
registrar of the Admiralty Court, W.
. Walker.

Mr. Justice Dunlop in his judg-

&

ment concurred with the report of the
Mersey Commision of enquiry held at
Quebec in June last and placed the
responsibility for the disaster upon
Chief Officer Toftene of the Storstad.

‘An appeal will likely be taken, the

case first going before the Suprems
Court of Canada, and then, if further
appeal is made to the Privy Council
of England.
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