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"HOW “UNCLE” WALT

MASON

Down And Out at Age of Forty-Five, the Famous
Poet of Emporia Has Since Made a Big

Success

AAANIAS

CAME BACK

of Life. .

g

One of the most vital autobio-
graphical stories that has appecared
in a long'time comes in the current
issue of the American Magazine from
the pen of Walt Mason. The prose
poems of Walt Mason are known the
continent over, and are a popular
daily feature in The Courler. It is
most interesting to learn that Mason
is a Canadian by birth and that his
car@er has been one long, heroic
struggle. However, let the poet of
Emporia tell fit himself.

On October 12 1907, I arrived in
Emporia, Kangas, to begin at the bot-
tom and wlork up.

1 was forty-five years old, and my
assets consisted of the hand-me-
downs I wore, an extra shirt, $1.35
in money, and an old poney and bug-
gv. I had no ambition and no confi-
dence in the future; everything of
that kind bhad been licked out of me
and the only thing I was conscious
of was a profound discouragement.
The bottom 'had fallen out of the
planetary system, so far as I was
concerned .

I was not the victim of a ecruel
world, or a stony-hearted society. I
was the victim of my own folly. I
had spent all the best years of my
life with the prodigal sons, holding
wassalil in wayside inns; and when I
arrived in Emporia I was fresh from
an institution in Kansas city where
pickled people have the alcohol
boiled out of them, and are supposed
to be sent forth as good as new.

I began my newspaper 'career when
1 was twenty-two years old. Before
that, for several years, I had been
working on Kansas farms, whens I.
achieved a reputation as the worst
hired man in the state. I had a mania
for wrfting and was setting down
gems of thought when I should have
been currying mules or milking cows
and emploving farmers don’t take
kindly to literary work. My one am-
bition was to do newspaper work;
and one winter day I absconded from
the farm and went to seek my for-
tune. I managed to get a job as tele-
graph editor of a Kansas morning
paper; the work kept me at my desk
untfil the dock was crowing aloof, and
when the paver had gone to press.
the night editor, the city editor and
1 repaired to a little booth around
the corner, where an un-moral eciti-
zen . sold fire-water. There we sat un-
til hroad daylight, every mornins
telling stories and quaffiing the kind
nepenthe,

And there T acqgnirrd a taste for
conviviality that stuck to me until

my mane was getting gray. In those
halcyon days most newspaper men
were partial to the flowing bowel.
The young man who refused to look
upon the wine was considered offem-
inate. In fact, there was a super-
stitious belief, in newspaper offices,
that one couldn’t be a good reporter
unless he was a good “mixer,” and

he was at all times ready to consume
his ghare of booze. There was some
foundation for this theory, fin those
grand old days when ecity councilmen
were recruited from the saloonkeep-
ers, and caucuses &nd conventions
were held lin the back Trooms of grog
parlors.

While this theory survived I never
had trcuble gotting employment. I
drifted around the country from one
town to the other. Being of a happy-
go-luck disposition, I gave no thought
to the future. Suffidient to thz day
was the evil, or the gcyd thereof. Be-
caugs I seemed ablz to ge. a job
whenever I wanted one, it never oc-
curred to me that conditions might
change—and 1 wouldn’t have ‘cared
tf they had. I was known in all west-
ern’ newspaper offices, and one reason
why I weould always get employment
was that I was ‘“a hog for work,” so
Tong as I lasted. In all my experience
I have known but one man who could
turn out as much copy, day after day,
thie year round. This was Ed. Howe,
of the Atchison Globe. for whom I
worked for a year.and & half.

A Prolific Producer

Some newspaper proprietors con-
sidered it a blessing when I turned
up; for I would turn in and write
the whole editorial page, and edit the
telegraph, and wead proofs, and do
as much as three ordinary people
would do. This is no. boast. There
are many editors who will endotrse
the statement. I always tackiled a

tion to cut out the fool habits for
good. I was going to turn over a new
leaf '‘and be a shipling example to the
young. Time and again I fooled my
employvens as well as mvself. For two
or three weeks I would live like an
anchorite and break all hard work
records; the managing editor would
‘raise my wages every week, and take

that if I kept up mv present lick ‘he
wotld give me half of his kingdom

riaze, or words to that effect. T had

lish myself firmly in fine situatfions,

LADY’S ONE PIECE CAMISOLE.

By Anabel Worthington.

You do not need to pull this dainty
camisole up on a ribbon, for it is made
with a tight, straight band at the top,
which holds it in place and at the same
time gives a neat finish. The band may
be of pale blue or pink satin ribbon, with
ithe shoulder straps to mateh. A flat bow
iof the ribbon at the front is effective. The
fower part of the camisole is gathered to
the band and the bottom may be gathered
o a straight band of the material, of ¢lse
& hem may be turned up to forma casing
‘and an elastic run through. This camisole
fis wery good to wear under evening dresses.
f The lady’'s one picce camisole pattern
{Ne. 8847 .is cut in five sizes—34 to 42

{inches. bust measure. As on the figure, /

the 36 ineh size requires 5% yard 36 inch
}nlurul or 2% yards ribbon. Price, 10
sents. )
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he rcouldn’t b2 a good mixer unless |

new job with a virtuous determina-|

me tnto his private office to tell me|? rummage sale I went. to the office

and the hand of his daughter in mar-

a dozen such opportuniities to estab-

_Isiliency of youth. I was:feeling very

"1, I'wrote to editors everywhere, de-
{5cribing my cireumstances, and offer-
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by my virtuous resolves never lasted
longer than two. or three weeks.
I would. equip myself with a good
suit of clothes and purple and fine
linen, and become obtrusively re-
spectable, and then of a sudden there
would come a great longing for the
gilded saloon and the company of
people who drank not wisely but too
well; and then, poof! .away would
fly all. the excellent resolutions, and
I'd wake up some fine morning.in a
livery stable, to find that my rai-
ment wals fin the pawnshop, and I
couldn’t remember whether it was
Wednesday or the Chinese New
Year.
In November of one immemorial
year 1 was seated in a beautifully
furnigshed editorial room, the star
man of a great and growing news-
paper. The managing ‘editor thought
so much of my work, and was 8o
convinced that I had reformed ‘for
good, that he had fitted  up the
sumptuous loffices for my exclusive
use. I was honored and petted in
every possible way. In the following
February I was shovelling snow off
the sidewalks in an Iowa town to get
the price of a feed and bunk.
Breaking Good Resolutions

I will give a cohtrete instance af
this sort of experience; I blew into
Denver one cold day, shivering in a
suit that would have been cohsidered
too gauzy in Florida. I was penniless
and hungry and, as I had been sleep-
ing in box cars for two nights - I
looked like something left over from

of the Denver News and found JFohn
Arkins, who was the editor and pro-
prietor. He knew my reputation, and
considered me so amusing he laughed
for an hour before handing over five
{dcMams. Then he told me I could con-
tribute at spalce rates if I wished.

I was oimply overflowing with
zood resolutions. At last I had seen
the error of my ways, and was going
to- abandon the husks and the swine.
“Never again,” said I in rtinging
tones. I got a humble hall room ina
chieap, boarding house and a pad of
paper and a pencil, and wrote a col-
umn or two of highly moral para-
graphs. The News printed them next
morning, and ‘another batch next day,
and in a week they formed a feature
that Denver was talking about. I
had Jetters of approval from clergy-
men .and merchant princes, and in-
vitations to everythine. :

One day Mr. Arkins called me into
his private office for a heart-to-heart
talk. First he gave me an “order for
a suit of clothes, no price limit set,
and explained that this was a:pres-
ant. Then he told me that my staff
promised- to be of value to the paper,
and ‘if I would behave myself. and
abandon that conduect which ' had
made my nameé a hissing in newspa-
per offices from Dan- to Beersheba;
Ymy future was assured. ~ The News
didn’t quarrel over wages when it

ed Mr, Arkins with tears in my eves
that my good resolutions —were like
the laws of the Medes and:the Per-
.sians, and also had a strong family
resemblance to the Rock of, Glibral-
tar. Thrones might crumble and dyn-.
astliies .erash, but my  resolutions
would rise triumphant above the
wreck of matter. SN

“Go_and get your suit of clothes,”
said Mr. Arkins, “and come around
to-morrow ready for Tegwlar work.”
1 went forth and got fhe'suit of
clothes. I don’t remember what hap-
pened after that. Two or three days
later I woke up at Ogden, Utah, and
'I have never known why I went there
or how- I got theré.. .. .« .

A" Change of the Times °

This was the sort'of life I led for
many years. If one is young and has
a ‘sense . of humer;, such ups  and
downs don’t matter. But one can’t
always he young,.-and a sense of hu-
mor becomes frayed along the edges
after a while, B b s el

Conditions were changing in news-
paper offices and I was so busy I
didn’t notlice it. The old superstition
that a'reporter should be a good mix-
er, and henée a compeétent drinker,
had died the death..A red.nose was
no longer a recommendation when
one apglied for a job.in a mewspaper
office, So, when at the ripe age of 45,
I found myself in that bleaching lin-
stitution .at Kansas City, I slowly,
realized thiat I was worse than down
and out. I was a back number, a has-
been. . And I no longer had. the re-

{old and humble and useless,

ing to work for any old ‘wage  that
:’&‘lﬂ@ #%:ll‘gmn‘l‘e _Ofla, place”to g!;llegp
‘and 2 neal ticket, I went o a daily
18 a"mr-ﬁn Kansas City, and offer-
. “write, ﬂﬁ whole_editorial'page |
ve dollare a week. But there

doing. My reputation

{every mafi'| ephies ‘from. ed'-
tors, explaining why. ‘they couldn’t
give mé work, kindly ‘trying to let
me down easy. There seemed to be
no place for me.anywhere.

'Then one weary day I,picked up an
‘old magazine and read an article by
William Allen White. It.-was a good
article, so full of humor and kindli-
ness that I thought he was a man
who might understand. So 1 wrote
to him asking him if he couldn’t give
{ me some little job.on his newspaper,
to carry me along until I could get
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Give Hun 'the Two - Wors
Beatings He’s Had

Have Made a Name Which
Will Live Forever

With the Canadian Forces, Sept.:
9.—-It is a month to-day since the
Canadian Corps went into action be-
fore Afniens. In that battle and in

the more recent battle of Arras, it
has added two important chapters to
the history of the world and to the
deeds that rebound to the honor of
Canada. . In that brief span its cap-
tures of guns have been one-seventh
of the total guns captured by all the
allied nations this year.

It is possible now to lift the veil a
Little and give a connected account of
these operations.

During the period of July 1 to July
10, the Canadian Corps was cohcen-
trated in the ‘Monchy-Breton-Lig-
ereuil - le - Cauroy - Dieval - Auchel -
Chateau dela Haie area and held in
reserve. For the previous two months
they had been constantly practising
open warfare. On July 10, the cerps|
was released from the reserve and
relieved a g¢orps in the . line from
Telegraph Hill south. This line was
held by threée divisions, and-our Sec-
ond Diwision, - which had been at-
tached up to that iime - to another
corps, thug losing the benefit of the
period of training,; was taken out and
put into resexye to:go' through the
game course. The general plan
adopted during ‘thisperiod of hold-
ing the line'was {o foster in the mind
of the enenty the idéa’of a' pending
‘attack in order to retain or draw his
reserves into this area and conse-
quently an‘ aggressive poliey ‘was
adopted.: Active patrolling was car-
rled,out}bmy.and night and raids

' nitly effected. 'The artil-

ad ‘out 'a’ vigerous program.

! ng, firing and. counter-

battery work. “From prisoners it was

learned that the enemy expected an

‘attack and that troops had been fre-

guently rusied forward to defend the
Drocourt-Quieant line. "

. Took Enemy by Surprise,

CnJuly 30 the corps was trans-.
ferred, to the Fourth Army and or-
ders were _received to move .to an-
other front.. Thé fime between July
20 and Aungust 8 was given ‘up ito
moving the corps to the new area
extending from ° Villefs-Bretonneux?
in ‘the north to the Woods of: Gekeil
Gentelleg in the south.. How. the
move was executed and , with what
secrecy can best be. indicated by the
fact that*ne member of the corps
knew where he was going and the
success -of the attack was demon-
strated by the fact that the enemy;

was takeén compiletely by surprise on }

the night of August 7-8. . . i

Therefore the Canadian Qm;.m' ol
concentrated in woods and fields and §Gana

all available cover in front of Amiens

and immediately behind the .front {C@

line extending from Domart through
Hangard Wood, east of Cashy. = |

At 20 minutes past 4 on the morn-
ing of August 8, the Corps attacked
with three divisions, the Second Divi-
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sion being on the nerth, the First in caf?.-,‘i‘;mg weﬁt;b_‘i“ﬂu"““i Sept B

the centre, gnd the Third on  the
south. The corps was extended :be-
tween the Amiens-Chaulnes railway
and the Amiens and Roye road. ©On
‘the leff flank of the Canadidns were
the Australians, and an ' the right]
flank, the French. All the troops:
attacked simultaneously.
During the first day the Canadian
troops advanced about 20,000 yras.
a world’s wecord, eapturing -the vil
lages of Domart. Hourges, Hangard.
Abecourt,. Courcelles, Demuin, lgna-
court. Marceleave (whose capture

has been erroneously aftributed to i

the Australians), Beacourt, Cayeux.
Weinccurt, LeQuegnel, Gillancou:
Beaufort. and Folies.. On th )
day a further advance

throcugh  stiff  fighting

at
into the fray to relieve the ﬁ“t,l
On *his day the villages of Bouchole
Warvillers, Sosieres, Moaucowrt, Ma«
haricourt and Chilly were captur
On the third day the Corps‘was reins|
forced hy a Hritish.division and the

['of the cerps -

nret: |

S

up on consolidating for defence the
positions won, and on that date the
Corps -handed  its line wver to the
French and proceeded to move
1or¢i.  Thus enjel the tatia of
Awiens, ~ and’ probally the most
noteworthy achievement of the Can-
adizn Corps. if nat of the war,

The following facts best illustrate
th.e magnitude and importance of }

proximated 67 square mailes.. The}l
average deptb. of peneétration ince
enemy territory was 1314 mives, Vii-
lages captured number 27. During
this battle wo engaged 16 enemy
divisions, of which nine were fully
engaged, ~ four’ partly engaged, and
thrae " others identified. We toot
9.131 prigoners. of all Tanks, 199
‘giins “and howiizers, 1,640 machine
guns‘and ‘trench mortars mine rall-|
way Steam enginés and five pigeor
Tofta. besides countless tiooty in tho.
shape of equipment and vast stores
of munitions. :

H:ippy in {be realizotion ibat they
had inflicted .opr the eiemy the worst
defeat he had yet sulfered, the. grea‘
Canadian Corps on August 20 moveada
to a . new field, on which they wetrs
to reap fresh and evea finer laurels.

The intorval hetween August 29
and. 25 was devoled to_getling tae

at attack, ctf August °f. All w|ae,_
g:dy on the.night of the 25th T"4
disposition was as follows;  On *he
north between: the Scarpe River apnd.
the Arras-Cambrai Road. the ‘Third
Canagdian - Division; = ULetweel the
road 3
:’:g:d Canadian Division. The First
and Fourth Canadian Divizions had
been left’ on thé Amiens fyont to
complete 'the relief, and weve just ar,
riving in the new area.

Seciired Jumping-Off Line.

At 3 o'cleck on  tho morning OF
August 26 the attack was launched.
and by 7.30 the village of Monchy-
je-Preux, situated cm an eminence,
h&d  been captured by the Third DI-
vision. Other villages captured on
this day were Guemappe, Wancourt.
and Henirol. The fighting here Was
of a preparatcry-nature. the oblect

10 :
{)::?ifory and secure a gonl jumping-
off line for the purpose of makin:s 2
strong attack sgainst.ihe great. de
fence system. known as the Queant-
Procourt switch of Wotan line. The!
work, -therefure, 3% ‘August 26 to
September 2 was devoted to Tightink
for position, -anc the COYDS made ex-

cellent progress.

mber 1 was generally sailsfnetgry;
'tl?he line, due north’ and south ‘b3
tween . Hendecourt' ‘and Metplgn':f
had been rcachod and ~decided’ apow.

Artois, . Bolty, Cherizy,” Han

i »'-At¥ :;5 o’clock, o' the morning or
‘Monday, September 2. ‘tie formida-
ble task of piercing the great switen
line was tegun. T disposition - of
troops was as follows; ' From morth
of - Hendecouri to Eterp

right . to left;.. First, Can

sion. rth

ns g
ing mochine-gun fite and’ captarel;
the; -wlages of Dury, -

& anil 5. .and was the hardert the,
corps had yet éxperienced. 1y Sept.

oast bank of the Canal de Norg
while - the Canadians occu ied th4
st Dunk . Tho second EiS - vie
thus. accomplish: ’mﬁ{f“‘“hty ?n?ttt.n e
that great fighting formatie
i'na‘dega',name ‘that must Torever HV
in_ the ap ’ﬁ; ‘of“history. F;&
stedtegical  Standpoint . this

great achjevement
important. £
ng js'a b

aitask was proceeded with "rbp*v
lages of Quesnoy and Fouguese

fell ‘on -this day.: The Tighting was

intense. since the enemy had: been |
driven back to a-system of trenehes
easy. of defence and Was ‘making’ cne
most of it. el A

Handed Lin¢ Over (o ¥rcnch

The mext few days saw probaviy| 4

the bitterest coutest sf the battle.

From the capure of I'nrvillers, Dam-§ .

ery, Huiluch, all of which, togathor
with Fresnoy, Guyencourt Chavelte,
nd Fransart, were ultimately taken,

[ something else.
‘(To be concluded to-morrow)

be time up to August 19 was t2ken

thie operation, ‘The area captured ap-|,

divisions = in line, preparatory to the} .

clean up the intervening}"

The situation on the onight of sep:{

s a jumping-off line..,m‘gadlﬂnn tQ 7
,:hosej?m the Tiret day. the followins|: .

12 ad been captured: - Vis-enj.:
villages  had nd.
Pelves, Remy, Haucourt’ and: Bter-

: 5 “as_arrEDEed.
On-the-fiest dey.the-Carps advapsed
| 4,000, yaryls in_the f:?pa of %“"* :

5 the enemy was forted back to the f
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