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The Mail Bag
THE TARIFF FIGHT
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i in pa 1 jcrice. ri.ii-e are pos*.iblv the We Mi
gn at est ylange rx to. a-hieh any new re cell t-

for in is exposeid. t ha n
Wi • all a gr« 11* t hgt ‘ ‘ R oui e w a s not open

Vi II111 in a day, ’ * but We arc rather <1 i*
1 to think. ii. nt we - hould be ible t hat

lu tmil'J uiir own Rome in a very short from
t i me. The gr i n g Mt I’JI 11 i lll'HH III' our oui el
Him c■m cut. a ridl tin- --row i u g det errn i na dit ion
♦ ion a rid breadth ut \ ifw of our lea» b*rs may 1
i .< hogiririing to com m ami the at t ont ion 
of on r en* lorn follow <ou nt.ry mon. I 
believe t ho act ion of t lie 
Grain Growers ’ A shoo hit ion 
i n ir t li o id on of t ho impo- it ion of a duty 
on grain entering Groal Britain, in <»rdor 
to give un a preference, did mon* to 
(,p«Ul t ho ov OH of t ho pul die to t ho 
hroadt h and pos*ibilit ie- of our move 
mont than any other.one thing. Wo mlist 
retain at the head of our movement big. 
hroiid. determined men, who will sta; 
toadilv and patiently on t he work, who 

will look at questions from every point 
of view tin* Other fellow’s point of 
view as well a :■> their own. Wo must not 
m li ut our even to existing facts; We 
must dearly reeugn i ze the d i f fb* u 111 «• - 
of the situation, which arc many.

I'ruted ion ha- been firmly planted in 
our fiscal - vstem, and, like ‘‘the t à ro
of old among the wheat” and many 
other objectionable things, it i - much 
easier to plant than to root up. Our op 
portents are disposed t • • admit that Free 
Trade is corre«*t in theory, and deny 
that it will won. out in practice. It 
seems to me every correct theory is 
capable of being worked out in prae 
tier, t ho it • may require time and pa 
t iehcr to work it nil'. Wo are told Huit 
to ha ve Free Trade in our count ry while 
t lie count ries with which we deal retain 
the protect i ve principle, would bo ruin 
huh to our industries; that the markets 
of our manufavt iirci s w ould be restrict 
ed. while .the manufacturers of other 
< omit rics 4 oiild ha vo a n unlimited nia 
in our markets. Without discussing the 
advisability of opening our mark ids to 
the world, while others close theirs t < ■ 
us, I must ii iiuit that I see no present 
prospect of indm ing a majority of our 
voters t o agree to such a plan, but it 
seems to me the feeling in favor of 
trade treaties between nations is grow 
ing, notwithstanding the fact that the 

■ people of ( 'a n a'hi were ome stampeded 
with the i oa r of “ t ru»;k and trade'* 

"with their neighbors. We must not for 
get the bug n boo of Direct Taxation. 11 

would be a grand cry with which to 
work up another stampede. We do not 
know how much taxes we pay under the 
present system. The system is success 
ful in procuring the necessary amount 
of money to keep things going without 
tlie individual realizing that lie is pay
ing his share of these taxes, and also. 
paying a great deal more at the saine 
time to make millionaires out of the 
protected manufacturers. When lie pa vs 
out a direct tax he knows he is paying 
it, but when In- pay s out an indire, t 
tax, he thinks lie is merely btiving some 
article he need*, and har«tj^ realizes 
t lint he h* at the same time paving on* 
tax to his count r and two <,r three 
taxes to the manufacturer.

riyn,\we hav »- the hoin. market rip 
1" a! Wr must remember that the ar

prêt en t t hem from 
do Ha r- (out of -oTite 
forgetting that 
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a re o apt t ô pa v out flu 
tect ion without ever noticing' it, while 
v. e greed! I v g r a -1 > the trifle we get by 
means of I 'rot e.-f i bn. We hi a y lia ve a " 
f« w hundred bn-lods of oats to sell dur 

eue year when the crop is gener 
hdit in our own country', with an 
<. v in Hie neighboring republic, 
ee that We can get perhaps five 
per bushel more for these on t - 

we would obtain were the market 
to our American neighbors, con 

nt ly -hutting our eyes to the fact, 
the five cent - we gain is taken 
some one more unfortunate than 

I ve-, and that next year, the con 
i may be reversed, when there 
be a surplus of oats in our conn 

try, and a shortage in the Dakotas, when 
we could get five cents per bushel more 
lor our oafs by having trade barriers 
removed, and in the fatfvear, we would 
probub.lv have ten. bushels t o gain on 
for e v e f v bushel we gain tiff in the lean 
• ear. In the fat year."we in this couri 
try will be 1 lie gainers by removal of 
the barriers, and during the lean year, 
the majority will also be the gainers, 
even t ho some exceptional person* will 
J i e f hereby deprived of some question 
able gain, which Protection would give 
him. I am trying to depict the horns* 
market principle in its true hideousness.
I gVnnt my picture is not so pleasant as 
that which the I 'rot e<d i<Mi ist draws, but 
it i* truer to the actual facts.

The e are some of the difficulties we 
have to face, but I believe they can be 
overcome. Many of us can- hard I y ex 
I.eCt In live to Sr complete VU'.torV, bill 
that i no good reason why we should 
not fake part in the fight. We must 
keep up a steady fight, and impress Hu* 
world with not only our earnest ness but 
ou r fairness and breadth of view as 
well, arid above all. w e Mills t T. rep Up 
the work of education The protective 
principle seems strongly embedded in 
Hie m i mis of ou r Ganidian voters, but 
if we can -hake the < a na-l ia u laborer 
free from that theory, our progress will 
be rapid, and I Ijj i I to -• e why our labor 
friends cannot be shown that free trade 
i in t heir i n t e rest -. There i- free trade 
in labor; why should tfere not be free 
trad, in what labor procures. It is true 
they coîi-e more closely in contact with, 
fit..I ar.- more liable to be influenced bv, 
tîie ma n u fact urers than tin* farmers, but ■ 
they are posing confidence in their cm 
plovers, and coming ,to find that they 

!e political tools by these•in;

It -c m * t : i me t ha H now i* the time 
to begin air active el mat iona I <m m] a i gn 
among the laborers of our < hi n.ad ia n 
cities, a ml to show them .that we are 
not blind to their interests. Edu<a 
t ion a I work along this line, and along 
the line of showing the wisdom and 
economy of Direct Taxation seern» to 
me to.be very much required at this 
stage.

LEVI THOMSON.
Wolselev, Sask.

CO OPERATIVE HAIL INSURANCE
Editor, Guide: From tijnt* to time 

there has appeared in the pages of The
• 1 aide letters from Sa si.- a t<* he wan farmers 
"ii the subject of hail insurance. Many 
of these letters exhibit a lamentable ig 
imrnnee on the part of the writers upon • 
the subject which they attempt to‘ dis
• uss, anil f*»r the benefit of these parties 
and others who lia ve not gone into print 
but who are perhaps <qu;il!v in the dark.
I wish t n submit the following ex pda na
t ion :

dhc firwt wrong impression J want, m 
nail is the seemingly common irnpres 
-ion that we have, in Saskatchewan, 
government hall insurance. This i- an 
<-nt i i e| -, false impression ;* the gov .-re 
no-n t of Sa skate hewn n has nothing 
whatever to do with the administration 
of the hail insurance act. that power 
being wholly vested in the Mail Insur
ance Cornmj>sion, a body eorriprio-d of 
three men, two of whom arc elected by 
the reeves of the miln>eipnlities under 
the act. t he third being appointed by the 
Lieut. ( • ovr rnor in Go une id.

Another false impie^-jon seems t" be 
t liât t h c government can make, and is 
making, money out of t he business. This 
also is’' wide of the mark; the govern
ment can never get its hand* on one 
dollar of the money collected in taxes 
for liai| rrisunrnco purposes as all. itionoy 
paid in the hhil insurance taxes i* 
forwarded to t he Commission by the 
secretary of the m unie i paj it y and out of 
thi* accumulated fund all indemnities 
a re paid, no matter where the loss may 
have taken place, providing the damage 
has been dyme upon land under the Hail. 
Insurance Assessment. The .system is, 
therefore, purely co-operative, no profits 
or dividends being distributed to any 
person. Ins-iirarice js furnished at ac 
t ua I cost am] anv surplus which may be 
accumulated becomes a guarantee for 
the benefit of the insurance.

Another false impression which has 
been created by the opposition press of 
this province is that the hail inspectors 
appointed bv the Commission are Grit 
heelers. Thi*. also, is absolutely at v a ri 
a rire with f he truth ns every man thu* 
employed has been selected solely, on ac
count of his ability to perform the work 
entrusted to him. All are experienced 
farmers, many having been for years 
connected with flu* farmers’ various or
ganizations arid if happens that, they are 
of various political faiths: Conservative. 
Liberal, Independent arid Socialists all 
working for the success of this insur 
a nee system, which, more tha n- anything 
else I know of, is the fulfilment of the 
command of the apostle to: “Bear ye 
one another's burdens. ’ ’ and the object 
and work of the Commission is to divide 
the burdens and make Jt as light as 
possible upon the individual.

Any person desiring the act or a copy 
of our last annual report mav procure 
same free by writing to the f Ta il In
surance Commission, 304 Darke Block, 
Regina, 8ask.

J. E. LAY XT'L R, Chairman. 
Regina. 8ask:.

MR. WHITE S ARGUMENTS
Editor. Guidef It may be interesting 

to examine a little more closely than I 
have seen done h i t lift o the arguments 
in the Finance Minister’s speech <m the 
question of farm inn lemcnts. Hi* de
cisive argument against duty free im
plements is simply this, that Canadian 
railway freights to t he West are higher 
than American railway freight* and. 
therefore, if Canadian manufacturers 
were not helped by the tariff the Ameri
cans would get the whole trade at id the 
Canadian industry v 
He gives no figures,t 
merit, but taking it* 
to an ordinary mi 
thought would occur

know the * ‘ drawback’1 in the case of 
implements means paying back to Hie 
Canadian ma nu facturer the duty paid on 
foreign iron and steel used in making 
implement- that are shipped out of 
Ca nada t -• foreign markets. < )n imple
ments sold at home in Canada the full 
duty remains. The purpose i* to en 
able the Canadian manufacturer to -ell 
cheaper in foreign markets and meet the 
competition there. | j, this way the 
Canadian farmer at home buys his iin • 
piemen's nt prices with tin-duty count 
ed in; the foreign farmer, in his coun
try, buy* the same implements at prices 
with the duty taken off. * The “draw
back” paid to manufacturers i *, of 
cou sc, an expenditure that has to be 
paid by the oth -r people in Ca-uada, eliief 
ky the farmers. Those foreign farmers 
who get. tiie benefit of this “drawback'’
arc our competitors everywhere in the 
world's: market, partly even in Canada, 
arid our wise Ottawa Government and 
our ‘1 patriotic” manufacturers have 
thus devised a scheme whereby we Can
adian farmers pay the duty on our im
plements in the home markets, and also 
pay the “drawback" ’ that is helping our 
foreign competitors. . Mr. White e+rtt~ 
fesses that he has felt some doubts 
about the “drawback,11 not, of course,; 
because of it* injustice to farmers, but 
because/it might hurt t he iron and steel 
industries, dn a very curious sentence 
!u* explains why he has resisted the de
mand of the steel and iron industries to 
“give them the benefit of the market 
by repealing the ‘ drawback. ’ ' ’ ‘‘In the 
i-ntcresth of the farming commun ty, 
and haying regard to the tariff as it 
exists today, we have sail: 1 We will 
allow that drawback item to stand. * 
For the interests of what farming com
munity.'’ At Ottawa they look at the 
interests of the Canadian farming com
munity thru the wrong end of the tel* 
scope. Try’ to imagine the roars >t 
laughter in 1 he House of Commons if 
anyone there were to propose a “draw 
back/ * of any' kind on tflie KUUHlO.OCh 
bushels of wheat we are exporting this 
year, or a “ bounty on any farm pi »
due»

•IA8. SI'KAKM AN.
Be nil old, Alta.

DOCTORS’ FEES
Editor, Guide: I want to express ap

proval of fhe stand taken by the Keatlv 
and Wa i ma n Grain Growers’ Associa
tions in this matter. Here in the Xut 
Bills the people are particularly in 
censed about this matter.,, a rid -i f some
thing drastic is not done befoHpf* the 
next election the govern merit will get 
a bad jerk. Such pettifogging humbugs 
a* a “Saskatchewan Medical Associa
tion’' or a “Saskatchewan Medical Col
lege ought u*ot to exist. The provin 
(,iaI legislature should pa** a law throw 
ing the province wide open for the pra<- 
ti«'e of medicine by British M.D’s., and 
another law doing the .-nine thin / for 
Hie graduates of all tin- Eurojiean an I 
Canadian ineTical «volleges where such 
eollegi * a re above suspicion. If after

odd be «lest roved. thi< is done tin n * ar•e *’t i II farmers who
» sirnport .tJliL-State ha v «- not 'got a goojl doctor, char-gi U: i
t flltll f n r gra n t e<l. reasonable fees, » •Jos o at hand, the go v -

id like mine the er'iirn «'nt should j n a a e a careful i.n - (*'• -
that tin* Cn nad ia n t i o i i_of the claim * olf the A merican and
be re-1 mu-.l to the " A *iat ineil i«-a 1- c <dle ges :i n (1 where they
an. wlii" h. on the. pa** mustor, throw the province wide
« argumr•nt would open to their or » d.u a tps. If this secori 1

render the dutv unneces*arv and so heir» 
both manufacturer nn»l farmer. But 
T suppose it would be sacrilege to touch 
railway profits', an<4 so Mr. White’s 
remedy is to inake both railway's and 

. manufacturers happ.v by leaving the 
«louble burden of tariff and high rail wav . 
freight on the patient shoulders of Hoy 
farmer. I am probably presumptions 
in expressing nn opinion on the tariff, 
as f am in this skinning process only i,n 
a passive way, a* a victim, and the 

Libera! member Mr. Carroll, in his 
luminous speech told us that inanufa» 
Hirer* ought to be allowed to keep the 
tariff up just as tong as ftiey felt thex 
needed it; they were 'thé best judges i h 
that matter.

\ very Curious auxiliary argument of 
Mr. White’& was the “drawback.” You

expedient fails, there would be nothing 
for it but for the province to subsidi: e 

'medical officers for the outling town 
ships. The subsidies might well be fin 
n a need by extra taxation on the cities, 
towns and villages, or by additional sur 
taxe* op land speculators in the eountrv.

JOSEPH R. TUCKER. *
Kuroki. 8a*k.
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS
This Department of The Guide is main

tained especially for the purpose of pro
viding a discussion ground for the readers 
where they,may fre<-]y exchange views and 
d- rive fmm each other the benefits of ex
perience and helpful suggestions. Every 
letter must he signed h- the name of the 
writer, tho not necessarily fr,r publication 
The views of our correspondents are not 
of necessity those of The Gu4de.
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