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THE SECESSION MOYEMENT
Fditon, Gurde In & recent isspe of the
Genin Growers' " Guide you refer Me
Editor, mither gingerly 1o the mpadiy
ywing sentiment i the West of secrsmcn
the Famt You sdmit that & oo
wderabic feeling ol
ing in the Wast bt your brief reference
to the subject is in the direction of »
bushap articde. This seems 1o be the
general pelicy of the press in considering
the srevasion movement The writers
for the press seem to be sither afraid 1
distuss the matler, or they have deli
berately decided to kil it by wslence
I the Intter i the iden, | am afraid it will
pot work. | believe it s far better
know the truth than to endeavor to hush
wp & movement of this kind. There
more danger 1o be apprebended from »
poliey of deliberately closing our eyes
to & disagreenble situation than there s
of taking it into free and open consider

ag this line is develop

ation Saskatchewan rebelhion of
IS was the result of failure 1o take
- jsance of & messcing stuation

A hitthe forethought would bave prevented
the disagreeable consequences that (ol
lowed from neglect A secession move
ment now among the farmers of the
West is & matier of enormously greater
conoern than the bhalf-breed rising of
1885, therefore it appears to me that it
would be & great mistake o endeavor
to hush up this matter by neglecting to
give il consideration. Better to know
the truth st once. I there is anything
in the mutterings which we hear of,
from gatherings of farmers in the West
it will be better to face the situation at
onoe. Personally & movement with the
object of dividing the people of Canada
in the way proposed, would be & matter
of great regret to me.  But there is nothing
to gain and everything to lose by refusing
to take cognigsance of the situation
It will be unfair to the people of both
East and West o endeavor to hush up
this matter, and in the end may result
more disastrously than f we face the
issue squarely at the outset. If & secession
movement s gaining ground in the West,
the people of the East should be informed
of it and of its cnuse. They should not
be kept in the dark. We cannot, of course
expect anything from the privileged
interests of the East, but if the common
people of the East were informed of the
ternible hardships and loss which their
restricted trade policy has imposed upon
the struggling ’umrn of the West, |
think they would be inclinedto sy mpathize
with us, rather than otherdise. It must
be sdmitted that the farmers of our
Western prairies have been placed in »
most trying position by resson of the
resirictive trade policy that s foreed
upon us at the dictation of the privileged
interestsa of the East The defest of
the reciprocity pact st the late election
extinguished the only visible ray of
hope for reliel. This wiping out of all
prospects of any early amelioration of
the almost pitiable condition in which
the farmers of this country have been
placed, followed by the unfortunate
railway troubles, has made the situation
simply one of desperation for many of
the farmers. That they should talk of
secession as the only available means
of relief is not to be wondered at. The
enormous loss which has fallen upon our
farmers, through the rejection of recipro.
oity, is of course a loss indirectly to all
our people, whether they are engaged
in farming or some other calling ‘hat-
Javer the future may v|r\r|np, the present
unbearable situation in the West cannot
continue indefinitely. If the people of

the West, farmers and others. will stand

together, irrespective of party., we will
fnd & way 2 vereome the present 4iff
enltion short of declaring for peditienl
separstion from the East The people

of Manitobs slone, st & time when we
were vastly aferior in populat.on and
wenlth to what we are tooday practionlly
foreed the East 1o abanden the pelicy
of milway monope! which bhad been
foreed upon this country We now bave
three prairie provinees, any one of whick
. enormonasl sironger and more in
fuential than “If\l" ba was in the days
of the antivailway disallowance agitation
We also have & splendid organisation
smong the farmers in all three provinces
An agitation such as we had sgninst the
rilway monopoly would, with our in
crensed population, have such & foree
behind it that it would be practically
irvesistible. It may be noted here that
the railway monopoly which was abro
gated as & result of the almost unanimous
withreak of the people of Manitoba
agninst i, was part and parcel of the
same restrictive policy which s now w0
grevious a burden to our Western farmers
The milway monopoly policy was con
cwived with the idea of forcing trade 1«
move only slong easterly and westerly
lines, and closing off any trade with our
neighhours to the south This = still
the policy of the castern intepests which
have been able to dictate the policy of
our federal government for 0 many
years It s also true that secession
and talk of appeal to the Imperial Govern
ment, were freely discussed during the
anti-rallway  monopoly  agitation But
when the cause of all the turmoil had
been removed nothing more was heard
of secessicn A movement among the
people of the West, backed Ly the same
unamimous sentiment that dominated
the anti-mmilway monopoly agitation
would, | believe, soon bring the castern
trade restrictionists to see the necessity
of giving the West a somewhat [fairer
deal

D W. BUCHANAN
Winnipeg, Man

ALASKA WHEAT

Editor, Guide H Alaska does not
give good results, then none of our varieties
do. In 1909 | planted about half an acre
This was damaged by both cattle and
hogs, but even then | got ten bushels
In 1910 I seeded seven acres, the returns
being 200 bushels, or 35 bushels per
RCre This, as rnmp-r--l to 190 bushels
per acre of Red Fife, shows fairly good
results Again in 1911 | sowed 60 acres
of Alaska. 1 also had Red Fife, Red
Hungarian and Marquis on similar soil
My returns per acre were, Alaska, 50
bushels; Red Fife, 26 bushels; Red Hun-
garian, 17 bushels; Marquis, 19§ bushels
The Alaska and Marquis were cut six days
before the others. That looks to me like
good results

R. Harcourt, on Jan. 3. 1910 made
me & baking test of this grain at the
Guelph Experimental College and gives
the average value at N2 39 This
was from the first crop of this grain
grown in this climate by me. Sample
of the 1910 crop and of the original
were sent to another professor in an
agricultural college, and he says

| may say that there is no comparison
between the two. One is soft and starchy,
the other being relatively hard and more
glutenous” So it is apparent th#¥ the
grain is greatly improved by being aécli-
matized

I have used flour made from Alaska
wheat in my own home all winter, and

ed

prefer 1o any other for onhes pastiry
v boend Rbhers who bave tried 1 ame

- satinfed with n
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Hay mond. Sask

THE TOLL

| U fe Wowl 2 sl b ”
teresting of slatintios were cudlecteod o
probed abir showing how much the farmers
of the Vot werey made 1 e te
LR tremaury by the rejpection /
proeat y I Anow oae man  that
eoninbated abowt §1.000 n uriler o
Mt & decent price for e bark It
ems & sirange kind f ) st that
forces ue to pay tribute Lo an slien govern
e nt Business in this e e
o e i & muddle famt $ that & it
made fron wr wn wheat and ground
| our own mills s wdd in London, Eng
theaper than we a v 1t st the el
I omew got o fow sacks ot & ™ L of »
pile they had on & prhan thosr oy pwon ol t adl
s ear, Tor which they charged me M 23
per sack Their cderk todd me the nere
eting 8150 por sack VOB for the
balance
| aw al o ted soomelin simow
(TR village n (ntar sl 14 conia
s tallon while it 0 3 ruls here Now
that Untaric man had ay A asder
abde haul and e ot & 2 nl tea ng
LD mles, and | suppose he = i ha
some profit. So he = aid
maore than ® or § conts per o s fTor
Deslers here foubt gt 1t as cheap A
he does, say 10 conts & mallon § conia
wight 1o pay for handling it hers wi
ets the other 15 ¢ 20 cenls We are
tdd that the mileway charges are ry
high, but surely they do not charge 15
cents » mallon That would be 800
a barrel w B0 & o which seemas
mposstble Stil we pa the mone
and somebody gets it W he The Free

Press lately gave & hist of the retail price
of coal oll in different places Winnipeg
was quoted 20 cents and Berandon at 30
cenia “h) the difference I was fo#
a short time in & oity in Wisconsin, some
what larger than Brandon. and retailers
werte delivening coal ol o their customers
houses for 12 conts & gallon 1t s hard
o understand why we have pay =
much and it » only one of the many ways
in which we are feccoed It s » }
easier to point outl & wrong than to is
eate & remedy, but | venture Lo prophecy
that if we could get co-operation so organ
iged as to bhring our own agencies in close
touch with refiners and manufacturers
thus doing away as much as possible
with the army of middlemen we are now
supporling we w wld be agreeably sur
prised at the results. We farmers are
getting a wonderful lot of cheap adsice at
present, they will force us into mined
farming,. whether conditions are favor
able or not If these advisors would
bend their energies to get the duty
removed from cement and lumber so that
we could afford to build shelter for stock,
it would have more effect than any amcunt
of advice
JOHUN McLAREN
Note.—Mr. McLaren is nearly 80 years
of age But neither the young nor the
older ones are able to escape the heavy
toll levied by special privilege.—Editor

MIXED FARMING THOUGHTS

Editor, Guide We have heard a g
lea lately from our polit ans and
others advising the farmers to go int

mixed farming, and others advise then

to store their wheat instead of rus)

it to market all at one« Now as things
Are at present it s simply mpossible
to do either by the great majorit g
farmers or homesteaders In the frst
phce as to mixed farming, the great
majority of homesteaders are men of
small means who have to go in debt for
horses or oxen and implements to make
A start on their homesteads and | the
time they get their patent ave t o
t the loan ynpanies and mortgage
their lands and very few an  aff
ore than a cow for family use ar
some not even that At present rate
f settilement and prices of ea
vear is getting harder for wl

wishes to engage in mixed farmir
When our politiciana.and capitalists
blocked reciprocity they at the same
time blocked mixed farming, as in order
to do that a large number of ecattle
sheep, hogs, ete., would need to be '

ported which with present tariff restri

tions on all things connected with farm
ing is out of the range of settlers
pockethooks; also as to mixed grain
raising. barley has suffered mage than
wheat hy the defeat of reciprox i‘ Ther
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2 1o holding the wheat jedging by this
JJity. seatly all farmers Rave o e
sir wheat and any other grain they

raine sarly in fall o winter is arder ¢

for their implements, store bills and
wand and ope sxpenses Wi

p oit farming, soeh hired hely
eine ) o threnhing, in fact They are
srous to mention, and the mane

facturers and others al neisl on gt
ag thelr money on or about Neovem
Loy and M It in st paid they charge
) ] aterent. and If one

y sdly lof
goes 1o the bank, and they Rindly '

bave the money you alee have o

. g high mte of interest Add ¢

2. the price of wheatl 8 alwars wer
sfter mavigation closes and geners

Sins s ! nearly spring (T r
RRLlY e that nloes ae has ans
' i g™ain waoll nto the spring

athe th are ) 14 ot and

sddition ¢ would bave to haul their
graie v 4 miles an the cas "
. . wh I he at work o thoir
and Muorh more might be said, bt
thin [ sare that with evervthing
ot It as &) ¢ montioned, and high
sices g mber for building ther
stables or granaries and our : T
s g om rdens and taxing the farmer

rvihing loes or attempts to 4

farmer is hetween the dovil and 1)
i sen, and in & good many cases is
r t f husiness a"_vi-p'¥.-- ’ -
rdeon i1 wit) feht that be knows aat
what te 4 r which way to turn. Ask

ardon for sueh & long letter. T an

Y m truly

H T HARDING

NEVER SAY DIE

Fditor, ( read with interest

otter written by Mr. F. B Sugden

f Chendle, Alta. Cheer up, Mr. Sugdes
r ) n, for God hates & quitter
Mar try here is & new country. but
' ' rend ) the land speculating
ex. for there in » company land
5 t 1) n's Bay This is al
- mirie and wheat was not hadle
fromted ' aet vear. This antr «
N and t} farmers o poor that it
hard to start an association I an
bout to g the task of organ a
" re .t and send » )
tribut lireet ¢ headquarters
y)' Ty that IL‘ .’l\’ " ,-.n"n" ahor
be taxed 85 per head per vear &4
the bhattles of the farmer to circularize
' fa e here in the Weet and ¢
send exporienced men to Mitawn
I b , that in future the farmers
bank = go hand in hand with the
farmer evator and | bhelieve that
W is the time to start plann ng and
working up interest in & farmers’ hank
’ start husiness three vears henes I
vould be glad to have informat .
*t how to organize a farmers

Ator compan 0 as to allay sus:
Among my aeighbors of any

snide game
ARd make it 5o each farmer would feel

irte against frand Also T wish to
.‘” v the latest ip-to-date elevator ma
hinery so as ¢ be ready to build by
e fall of 1913, when T expect to have
A thousand acres in rof I would like
0 know where | can get books that
will teach me how to organize a farm
ers’ bank so | ean talk up the advant
ages of same during the next three vears
ind know just how to finance and or
ganize the bank at that time

M. L. SABIN

Maude, Sask

ONTARIO SINGLE TAX COMMISSION
Toronto, Ont. Mareh 27 L) «l-'ﬂ,;a'
committee of the legislature is ta he
appointed in the course of a few davs to
mquire into the whole question of asse
ment with the two wingle
now hefore the House
mvestigntion

tax measures
as & basie of the

The announcement
Hon. Mr. Hanna to-day during the debats
and in making it he assented to ;h
second reading of hoth hills The pro
vincial  secretary suggested that the
special commission take
representative towns ane
out the effect that the

was  made }

& number of
I cities and work
a:‘u[vhﬂn of 1}
principle of land taxation only would ’Hn:‘
" "}(;HER COST OF LIVING
ccording to a report tabled by He«
T. W. Crothers in the House of (¢ mme n'v
wholesale prices reached » higher ,r\ri
in 1911 than at any cther time in the pre-
sent generation. As far as the depart-
ment r! labor can find out. the only vears
in which prices compared with 1911
were 18824 and 18799 ‘
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