
FoundedTHE FARMER’ ADVOCATE.

Tne Competition in Standing Fields of 
Seed Grain.

SASKATCHEWAN.

The judges in the competitions in standing fields 
of seed grain met at Indian Head on the 15th inst. 
for final instructions and a preliminary practice in 
scoring up fields before beginning at those in the 
competition they will judge. On account of the rain 
only fields were examined the first day but the judges 
remained over and spent the whole of the next in 
scoring.

The standard used in judging the plots is much the 
same this year as last with the exception that more 
emphasis will be placed on freedom from weeds, 
especially the more noxious ones, whose seeds are 
hard to remove from the grain. Great stress is 
being laid upon the necessity of fields being pure 
and true to name. Those containing mixed varieties 
will be scored heavily on this account and if they are 
badly mixed, not awarded a prize at all, as by,doing 
so, one of the main objects of the competition, viz: 
that of encoimaging the production of a pure unmixed 
variety, would be defeated. Smut is also discrim.in- 
inated against as formerly.

The following is a copy of the score card that will 
be used:—

Suitability of variety............................................ 10
Freedom from weeds............................................ 25
Freedom from other varieties and other 

kinds of grain...................................................... 20
Freedom from attack from smut, rust or 

insects .................................................................. 15
Apparent yield considering vigor of growth 

and uniformity, size of head, stiffness of 
straw, thickness of stand and state of 
maturity .............................................................. 3°

Total......................................................... 100
THE JUDGES AND THEIR DISTRICTS.

The following is a list of the judges with the 
competitions they are judging: Creelman, Stoughtcn, 
Carlyle—James McMullen, Moosomin ; Oxbow, Ala­
meda—A. J. Quigley, Sintaluta; Estevan, Maple 
Creek, Moose Jaw—Thos. R. Brown, Regina; Salt­
coats, Churchbridge—J. H. Fraser, Edgeley; Mooso­
min, Gainsboro, Camduff—C. Steuck, Aberr.ethy; 
Rosthem, Duck Lake—Sgt.-Major Coles, Moffat; 
Lloydminster, Lashbum — Harris MacFaydtn, 
Regina; N. Battleford, Battleford, Saskatoon—A. P. 
Crisp, Moosomin; Prince Albert, Kinistine—J. A. 
Brown, Spy Hill; Radisson,lQuill Lake, Togo—A. E. 
Wilson, Indian Head; Strassburg, Abemethy, Stock­
holm—L. G. Bell, S. Qu’Appelle; Ft. Qu’Appelle, 
S. Qu'Appelle, Indian Head—A. Switzer, Gienfell; 
Sintaluta, Wolseley—F. J. Dash, Hillesden ; Grenfell, 
Broadview—F. W. Green,) Moose Jaw; Wapella, 
Fairmede—Ira B. Brown, Estevan.

In Manitoba the agricultural societies are giving 
less attention to these field grain competitions then 
is being given in Saskatchewan. Up to date only 
two societies have signified their intention of con­
ducting them, viz., Morden and Minnedosa. E. D. 
Eddy, B.S.A., of the Seed Department, Winnipeg, 
and Mr. S. A. Bedford, of Brandon, are judging such 
as huve entered. It is unfortunate that fewer 
Manitoba societies are in a position to take up this 
work. Field corps are the backbone of agriculture 
in this country and we cannot do too much to improve 
them. The agricultural society can e into existence 
for just such work as this. Its function is to raise the 
status of agriculture and of the industries associated 
with agriculture in the district which it serves, and 
there is no way in which it can serve these interests 
better or perform this function so well, as it can by 
lending support to such features of its’work as tlm 
We cannot emphasize too strongly the value, the 
importance, the necessity of better farming methods 
We cannot t hin k of any mean s by which t his emphasis 
can be given, in which this end attained more quickiv 
thoroughly, and permanentlv,than it can be through 
the medium of these field grain competitions The 
score card by which the awards are made is in it=elf 
conclusive proof that these compet tions cannot 
be carried on year after year without effecting 
improvement in the methods of the men who follow 
them up, without bettering immeasurably grain 
growing conditions all over the province. We cannot 
have too many of them. We seriously doubt if we 
have not this year altogether too few.

The Kansas department of agriculture has =ent 
Prof. Teneike to Alberta to report u,x.n the advis­
ability of using Kansas Red wheat grown in Alberta 
for seed in the central States. The professor after 
investigating has sent several samples back to 
Kansas to lie sown this fall as the liegnming of a 
thorough experiment with Alberta seed.

M. A. C. Advisory Board.
The election of the members of the advisory board 

of the Manitoba Agricultural College by the repre­
sentatives of the agricultural societies resulted in the 
choice of the following: Walter James, Rosser; W. 
H. Dyer, Minnedosa, Pelig Smith, Indianford and 
Jas. Duthie, Hartney. Mr. Duthie is the only new 
name on the board, having taken the place of Col. 
Hosme of Virden.

British Machinery for Canada.
Mr. Claude A. Lowe, representative engineer for 

Messrs. Robey & Co. Ltd., the well-known manu­
facturers of traction engines and light agricultural 
tractors, of Lincoln, England, paid us a visit last 
week and is now touring the West. Mr. Lowe is 
investigating thoroughly the requirements upon the 
farms of Western Canada, and we were pleased to 
learn that he has been most favorably impressed with 
the country; he says “We have successfully intro­
duced our traction engines and light tractors into 
almost every country in the wrorld and why cannot 
we do so in Canada”? We also say, why not? There 
is room and plenty; there is the demand; we speak 
the same language and flv the same flag—Come.

LIVE STOCK.

Predictions of frost early last week with the report 
of temperatures in some districts below freezing, 
had a tendency to force prices up in the optional 
market, with a corresponding advance in export 
prices. The maturing of the harvest all over the 
West W'as seriously retarded during the week. There 
was some slight damage by frost both here and 
through the northern states but not serious enough 
to materially affect the wheat supply. Bull operators, 
how ver, in Winnipeg, Minneapolis and Chicago 
took advantage of the situation to force the market. 
In Winnipeg, on Wednesday, October wheat jumped 
3Î cents, in less than an hour; in Chicago the advance 
was 3 cents and in Minneapolis 2^. Naturally, this 
big advance was reflected in the export trade, the 
demand in this quarter dropped, and wheat piled 
up to some extent at Port Arthur. The return of 
fine weather towards the close of the week, coupled 
with a weakening in the British markets, a discount­
ing of the frost scares in Dakota, and good reports 
from the Argentine, caused a slight slump in prices 
here, with export demand more active. Present 
indications are that prevailing prices will be easily 
maintained. The market is strong with no appaient 
tendency toward a further decline. The wheat 
market just now is a weather market and so long 
as fine weather prevails wheat is going to stay about 
where it now is.

The first car of American spring wheat reached 
the Minneapolis market on Thursday and graded 
No. 2 Northern. There is a rumor from that quarter 
that speculators are preparing for an active bull 
campaign in which case prices might advance con­
siderably. This, however, is unreliable. Perfect 
weather conditions for ripening will hold such a 
movement as this in check, and with seasonable 
temperatures and a general belief that danger from 
frost is past, will tend to hold the market normal.

Last week the actual movemet of wheat through 
Winnipeg ran about five times the volume handled 
for the corresponding week last year, rurning from 
103 to 188 cars per day, with an average for the same 
week last year of about 25. The highest price for 
cash wheat reported on the market during the week 
was 95. oats were quoted as high as 40 during 
the week and an average volume of business was done.

Prices are, for grain in store at the lakes: No. 1 
Hard, 92c, No. 1 Nor. 91c, No. 2 Nor. 88c, No. 3 Nor. 
85c. Futures are Sept. 94JC, Oct. 95ÏC,’ Dec." 91L

PRODUCE AND MILL FEEDS (WHOLESALE)
Bran, per ton..................................................... $17.50 (o' $18.00
Shorts, per ton ...................... 18.50
Shorts, pier ton.................................  18.50
Chopped oats, per ton 27.00
Chopipied barley, per ton... 24.00
Chopped barleyand oats, pier ton 25 00
Oats, pier bushel .............................. 40
Barley, pier bushel......................... 53
Hay baled pier ton, in car lots . 10.00 (o 11 00
Potatoes, neW, pier bushel . 1.25
Butter—

Fancy, fresh made creamery
prints......................................... 23 (if 24

Boxes, 56 lbs..................... 22
Boxes, i4and2Slbs......  23

Fancy, dairy prints........... 20 (à 21
Dairy, in tubs.................... 18 (S' 19

Cheese, Mav.it > a, new at Winni-
I'cg ■"• . o r<^ lot

Eggs, Manitoba fresh, f. o. h.
Winnipx'g subject to cand­
ling.........  17.1

During the week the receipts of live stock at the 
Winnipeg yards have been light. The bulk of the 
stuff coming forward is butcher cattle only On 
Friday 24 cars came in. A rather light "export" 
business is being done. During the week about 60 
loads were sent East. These cattle were mostly 
contracted for at the ranches and little actual selling 
was done. What were handled went at around 4 
cents. Butchers’ stock is selling from 2$ to 3 j cents 
with the demand rather slow and quality scraggy. 
The movement in sheep has been very slight. Very 
few were handled here. A number of cars passed 
through consigned to Port Arthur for fattening, but 
the local trade was nil. Prices run from S6.00 to 
$6.50. Hogs are in good demand but few coming 
forward, and not many of them grading first class- 
$6.50 is the best selling price.

Expiort steers, off cars, $4.10 to $4.25; good $3.90 
to $4.00; best butcher $3.75; choice heifers $3.50 
to $3.75; cows common $2.75 to $3.25 ; bulls $2'50 
to $3.00. Sheep $6.00 to $6.50; lambs $7.00 to 
$7.50. Bacon hogs 150 to 200 lbs. $6.50 to $6 75- 
heavy $5.50, roughs $4.50.

TORONTO LIVE STOCK MARKET.
Expiort steers, $4.75 to $5.35; butchers cattle, 

$4 75 to $4 85; cows, $2.50 to $3.00; calves S5.00 
each. Sheep, $4.50; lambs, $5.50. Hogs, bacon 
$6.80, fats and lights $6.50. The trade in live stock 
at the Union Yards, Toronto, during the week has 
been brisk. There has been an active demand for 
expiorts for steers that would weigh around 1,300 or 
1,400 piounds. Butchers’ cattle held their own 
in price, with but few really "first-class offering. Hogs 
were in fair demand, sheep) and lambs light.

CHICAGO LIVE STOCK MARKET.
Beeves, $4.50 to $5.00; prime steers, $4.50 to 

$7.00; cows, $3.00 to $4 50; heifers, $3.00 to $5.25; 
bulls, $2.50 10 $5.00; calves, $3.00 to $7.50’; 
stockers and feeders, $2.50 to $5.00. Hogs, choice,’ 
$6.30 to $6.45; heavies, $6.00 to $6.10; light, $6.10 
to $6.25. Sheep, S3.75 to $6.25; lambs, $6.00 to 
$7 4°-
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