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“ The Turning of the Water into Wine."
St. John 1. 1, 11,

Qur lesson opens to-day on a happy scene in the
little village of Cana in Galilee, mituated about five
or six miles north of Nazarethh Times of
sorrow, as well as times of joy occur n every
family ; both are sancufied by the religion of tue
Gospel. .

(1). The Miracle at the Feast. Oar Lord had
been two mouths absent from Nazareth. He had
been baptised n the Jordsu, by Joho, where He
was pooclmimed by the Fatuer's owa to be Hus
beloved son. Then after His wictory over Satan,
being joiued by five humble aisciples, He and they
start lor Galilee three days befure tue marriage
spoken of 1 our lesson. It has been sapposed
from the prominent part that mavy took, that one
of the brial pair was a near relative of the Holy
Family. Tuey arnved 1o time for the festivities
which 10 an ancient wedding began 1o the evening.
Jesus was 1uvited, and His disciples for His sake.
Will Jesus go? Yes, He accepts. He wul sbhow
that tue religion He cawe 1o teach is for every day
life, and thas He approves of the brightuess of pure
society, ard the murth of innocent gatherngs.
Bui He would go toall scenesof evjoyment ? Lheteis
one thing He must stop if He gues, Sin. He does
not expect Lis followers o leave the world, bus He
does expect them to be happier, better, nobier,
for their religion, in the world. Let youug and old
set thus rule for themselves and then tuey sball be
safe, 10 act in society as if Jesus was present. Oar
Lord bad not hiherso worked any wiracles, verse
11, but wa some way His mother knew that He
could and would do so as a sign that He came from
God. Bhe felt a mother's eagerness thas He should
& once manifest His glory; so when st some
pericd of the entertminment tue wine ran short,
and mortification seemed inevitable, besides, too,
e deficiency may have arisen owing to the addi-
tion of five unexpected guests. His mother smd to
Hun quietly, but significantly, *‘ They have no
wine.” lis answer was not really curs, but per-
lectly respeciful, verse 4, but He wished to show
ber that henceforth He was not Jesus, the son of

» but the Christ, the son of God. So we see
tat with faith and patience she whispers to the
Servants to do as He bids them, verse 5. He directs

°m to fill with pure water six large water pots,
Ued by the guests in washing hands before
Sitting down to table, and then to carry some of
© contents to the ruler of the feast, who, knowing
uothing of what had taken place had uno sooner
tasted 1t than he jokingly said to the bridegroom,

Ou bast kept the best wine to the last. How
Astonished all the gnests must have beend surely

18 indeed the Messiah, It is hardly necessary

8ay that no excess in the least degree could have
Occurred at this marriage feast; and to drgw any
f8ument in favour of indulgence in intoxicating
“rinks is to contradiot the spirit of Christ's teach-

.18 following Him we are in no danger of using

e freely.

(2). The Miracle's Meaning. It is of great import
Ance, verse 11, He showed His glory and His power,
%@ Bt. Matt. xxviii. 18, and He used 1t to make
People happier, compare Rom. xii. 15. Inshowing

I)l).“‘~1l.".l()."~.' CHUPRCHM?

His power in the kingdom of natnre, natur s I, ri
18 obeyed. 1o Who mate the world was He Who|
was at the foast in Cana,
fested Christ's power in the kingdom of graca. .|
came down to save men, | Tim i.15.  Thia he
does by making mon diff srent from what they were
before, see 2 Cor. v. 17, 1 8t. John ‘
constantly turning water into wige,
changes the hearts and lives of man

I'he miracle als) mam :

) 8 7 [{t: i~,‘
(ro1's Krace
. the watar of

natare becomes the wine of grace, 1 Cr. xv. 10
It changes common things into blessiugs, *“the
trivial round the common task "~ into a wad,” &o.

even tronbles, see Psalm xxx 1] ; Isaiah Ixi. 3
Rom. v. 8. He will also give us what He gives,
without stint, K phes. iii. 20; Phil. iv. 19. He will
give his best gifts last. Heb. i. 2 S8t. Luke XVill. |
80; 1 Cor. 1. 9: Paalm xxxi. 19: Isaiah Ixiv. 4.
Bat the best of all wine will be when we enter in*o
the full delights of the marriage snpper of the [amb,
for then there will be no more death, no more ein.

We shall drink of God's pleasures as out of a river,
Psalm xxxvi. 8,

Familp Reading.

NOT AS I WILL.

Blindfolded and alooe I stand
With nokuown thresholds on each hand ;
The darkuess deepens as I grope,
Afraid to fear, afraid to hope ;
Yet this is one thing I learn to know
Each day more surely as I go,
That doors are opeuved, ways are made,
Bordens are lifted, or are laid,
By some great law unseen and still
Uufathomed purpose to fulfil,

“Not as I will.”

Blindfolded and alone I wait,
L.oss sdems too bitter, gain too late ;
Too heavy bardens in the load,
Apd too few helpers on the road ;
Aud joy is weak and grief is strong,
Aud years and days, so long, o long.
Yet this one thing I learn to know
Each day more surely as [ go,
Fhat I am glad the good and ill
By changle«s law are ordered still

*“ Not as I will.”

““Not as I will! " the sound grows sweet
Each time my lips the words repeat :

* Not as I will,” the darkness feels

More safe than life whea this thought steals
Like whispered voice to calm and bless

All unrest and all loneliness.

“ Not a I will,” because the One

Who love us first and best is gone

Before us on the road, and still «

For us must all His love fulfil |—

* Not as we will.
HeLeN H. JacksoN.

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION.

What is it? It is that the Apostolic order of

ministry was distinct and superior, and that, as an
it was made permanent. .

onkeﬁ. l:m’ ‘:greed t}‘)]e“ the twelve Apostles, during
their lives, exercised, by divine appointment, an
office and authority superior to that of the elders,
whom they ordained in all the churches, and the
deacons upon whom they laid their hands. But
tbat this office is perpetual, all are not agreec?.
Let us therefore look, for a moment, to our .Lor::l 8
commission to His Apostles, as rendered in the
last chapter of St Matthew. The audience clon-
sisted of all the Apostles, and of none but Apost t:)s.
Obrist gave to them & oomn.:afnd 1mpqssxl:{e to be
accomplished bg them as individuals, viz : * Go yfe
into all the world, and teach (i. ¢., make dmpl;[s ok)
all nations, baptising them,” etc. (see also St. N Iu;
xvi:15.) He also gave them a promise 1mposs1® E (;
be realized 1n the lives of those eleven mmé : ﬂ(z
I am with you alway, even unto the end g _ u(;
world.” Just before His ascension (Acts i. 8), 0 !
Lord said to the eleven: * Ye shall be'a‘ myDvgb;]l?: .
es unto the uttermost parts.of the earth. i e ge,
as individuals, carry the Guspel to every p}rt.h 0
world ? to America. for instance ? In St. John xx,

| Fa'hers, f3r the succeeding centuries.

174

21. he says to them : *“ 4s my Fatter has sent Me,
even 80 send I you.” Our Lrd accomplished His
work, i.e., the redemption of all wen, before He
left this earth. If the comparison here made be
worth anything, the Apostles must likewise finish

itheirs ; i. e, must preach the Gospel to every crea-

tara, before their commission is fuifilled, and their
work ented. Thus we see that, by the nature of
their appointment, both the office and work of the
Apostles were meant to be perpetual.

But the objector will say, ** What evidence have
we that they did raise other men to the same office

;|to be their successors ; in short, that the order has

actually been perpetuated 7 Oar knoweledge on
this point must be derived from the Now Testament,
for the first centary, and from the writinga of the
The former
18 the Word of God, infallibly trae; the latter is
human history, anthentic and reliable.

Soortly after the Ascension, we find two new
men added to the number of the Apostles, viz.; St.
Paul, by the direct appnntment of oar L rd Him.-
self, and 8St. Matthias, by the action of the eleven
together with the consent of the Church. (Acts i.
15 26.) Bat further; whoever the Scriptures call
an Apostle, we must allow to have besn possessed
of that office. The following are examples, viz. -
Jarnabas, Acte xiv. 14; James, the L ra’s broth-
18, Gal. i. 19; Epaphroditus, Puoilippians 1. 25;
Timotby and Silvanus, I. Thess. i. 1, and ii. 6; and
thers.  Moreover, St. John speaks of Apostles
(Rev. 1. 2, and xviii. 20), when he was doubtless
tbe only one of the twelve then liviag.

In the centaries following the first we fiad an
order of men called bishops, superior to presbyters
and deacons, administering the affairs of the Courch.
[ren®as,, Bishop of Lyons, ordamed by Polycarp
of Smyrna, who was himself ordained by St. John,
says: ‘ The Apostles desired to have those in all
things perfect and unreprovable, whom they left to
be their successors, and 10 whom they committed their
mon Apostolic authority.” He also siaies that the
succe 8sion of all these bishops can be traced (as was
his own) to the holy Apostles.

Why then were they not called Apostles? Theo-

doret says: In process of time those who sncceeded
to the Apostolic office left the name of Apostle to
the Apostles, strictly so-called, and gave the name
of bishop (the name bishop, up to this time, had
veen used interchangeably with presbyter, to desig-
uate the second order) to those who succeeded to
the Apostolic office.” This same fact is asserted
by several other reliable writers of the Primitive
Church. St. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, who
suffered martyrdom A.D. 107; also Tertullian,
Origen, St. Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, St. Am-
brose of Millan and an host of others, bear witness
to the divinely instituted miunistry of the Church in
the three orders of bishops, priests and deacons.
And St Jerome, in the fourth century, says of the
bishops : ¢ They are all successors of the Aposties.”
This 1s not a tithe of the evidence which can be pro-
duced ou this subject, proving it beyond all reason-
able doubt.
All admit that after the third century the Church
was uniformly governed by bishops. If then those
bishops, as the Fathers certainly believed, were suc-
cessors of the Apostles, the Bishops of later times,
deriving their orders from them, are likewise poss-
essed of the same Apostolic authority.——7he Diocese,
1876.

EVIL THOUGHTS.
—_— )

*Guard well thy thoughts; thy thoughis are
heard in heaven.” In the thoughts commence all
actual sin. The suggestion of evil may be from
without ; but it becomes actual sin only when re-
ceived and cherished by the thoughts. Or the
temptation may be from without; but it is only
‘“ when lust hath conceived it bringeth forth sin.”
If the inward desire is resisted, and not cherished
mn the thought, it does not develop in actual sin.
The watchfulness that will quench evil desire, and
prevent evil thoughts, is that which keeps the eye
on the Lord Jesus, and looks to for strength and
victory. Nature within, and Satan and the world
without, are mighty enemies; but our Saviour is
almighty, and in His strength we are more than &
match for them. .

NP

i 5%
Ry o i

WA ot b 070




