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THE WORK OF THE CHURCH.
It is not always an effort of superoga- 

tion to endeavor to form an estimate of 
what we are doing in the world ; and 
little as that may be, compared with 
what ought to be done, we may safely 
wy there is no religious society in the 
world at this moment which is doing 
io much good everywhere, including 
England, the Colonies, and the regions 
of Heathenism, as the Anglican Com 
munion. It may be that Borne is more 
successful in the working of some for
eign missions, that Lutheranism may 
be doing more for a certain kind of scien
tific theology. Methodism doubtless 
stirs up religious emotion more than 
most other widely spread forms of 
opinion. Jewish charity has been de
clared to be a model of wise and suc
cessful organization ; so that in particu
lar departments the English Church 
may be surpassed by other religious 
bodies ; but there is no question that 
her general average is the highest in 
the world. Her social influence has 
been well earned, and is unquestiona
ble ; so much so, indeed,' that we some
times meet with men of other com
munions who appear to join the Church 
pretty much for the sake of social posi
tion. And these oases constitute a great 
part of our difficulty ; because the indi
viduals themselves endeavour to model 
our church after their own notions ; hence 
much of the disagreement. Many of 
the troubles which have lately occurred, 
both in England and Canada, might be 
traced to tins source.

One of the most successful and most 
useful branches of church action, that of 
promoting the education of the poor, is 
that in which the church has been emi
nently successful in England ; but which 
is a thing simply neglecte'd, if not op
posed by the Roman Church, where it 
nae had a monopoly of the field. In 
literary diligence and a correspond
ing eminence in the whole field of eo- 
elesiastical literature, as distinguish
ed from the special branches cultivated 
by Germans, the English Church can 
claim a decided pre-eminence. And an
other very importante particular may be 
noticed, which is that die has manifest
ed an eameàt desire to amend her ways, 
wherever in the course of ages, 
she has gone wrong; whether this 
h*8 arisen from too close an assimilation 
to the corrupt Church of Rome, or 
whether, in her efforts to free herself 
from the errors of that Church, she may 
sometimes have gone to the opposite ex
treme.

Surely, as has been remarked, such a 
church is not a spiritual mother to be 
ashamed of.. She has spread herself, 
under the guidance of her great Head, 

“uay of the finest parts of the world, 
with her dioceses and missions stretch- 

over America, Australasia, much of 
and portions of Africa ; winning to

herself the purest and the most highly 
cultivated minds where she is planted, 
and doubtless having a future commen
surate with that of the English race itself, 
already the master race of the world in 
extent and variety of dominion. She is 
not a communion to be humbly subor
dinated either to that erratic church 
whose faults are at least as great, but 
of whose repentance and amendment no 
token is visible ; nor is she for a mo
ment to be put in comparison with the 
multitude of sects everywhere springing 
up, all of which combined, could not 
claim her grandeur of position, and none 
of them can share in her triumphs.

Let us by all means copy whatever is 
worth copying, wherever we can find it, 
irrespective of the source whence it can 
be obtained. But let us never forget 
that we occupy a vantage ground, pe
culiarly our own ; and that we have 
evangelical truth that we cannot sur
render to Rome, and also that we pos
sess an Apostolic Order that we cannot 
basely and ignobly give up to the de
structive elements ot the sects around
us.

THE HOUSE OF BISHOPS, U. S.
The Presiding Bishop of the Church of 

the United States, having received a 
written request from more than twelve 
Bishops for the purpose, has given no
tice for a special meeting of the House 
of Bishops to be held in Holy Trinity 
Church, Philadelphia, at ten a.m., on 
Friday, October 18,1876, when the con
sideration of the following subjects will 
be brought before them : I. The elec
tion of a Missionary Bishop for Cape 
Palmas, Africa, and parts adjacent ; and 
also the election of a Missionary Bishop 
of Shanghai, having episcopal jurisdic
tion in China. II. To receive and act 
upon the resignation of the right Rever
end F. Adams, D.D., Missionary Bishop 
of New Mexico and Arizona. HI. To 
receive, and if judged needful, act 
on communications from commissions 
of the House of Bishops having charge 
of its relations with foreign chambers or 
missions. IV. And to take into consid
eration the circular of his grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury with regard 
to the second Lambeth Conference.

This meeting of the House of Bishops 
in the centennial year will by no means 
be an unimportant one. It will be a 
subject of general rejoicing among us if 
men should be found who will under
take the responsible duties of the Epis
copate, for two Bishoprics so impor
tant as those of Shanghai, and Cape 
Palmas, as it has been a matter for re
gret that suitable clergymen who will 
undertake these onerous posts have not 
yet been found. We trust also, that 
the circular of the Archbishop of Can
terbury will be heartily responded to by 
the Bishops who are to assemble in 
October, and that the second Lambeth 
Conference will be attended with more 
satisfactory results than the former one.

There are those we believe, who were 
considerate enough to think the first 
Conference not entirely useless, as it 
promoted genial expression and a feel
ing of oneness among all branches of 
the great Anglican communion ; but as 
the general expectation among those 
who went there, as well as with others, 
was that some decided expression was 
to be given on the Colenso heresy, the 
manifesto sent forth as the grand result 
of the meeting, reminded most people 
very strongly of the mountain and the 
mouse. The refusal of the Dean of 
Westminister to lend the Abbey, also 
threw a chill over the proceedings.

CONFIRMATION OF A BISHOP 
ELECT.

The question of the election of a Bis
hop by a Diocese, requiring to be con
firmed by the House of Bishops, was 
brought forward in the recent meeting 
of the Diooesen Synod at Nova Scotia, 
notice having been given at the last ses
sion by the Lord Bishop. After some 
discussion, the resolution passed unan
imously in the following form:—

“ Retolved, That tins Synod is of 
opinion that the consent of the majority 
of the Bishops of the Province should 
be required previous to the consecration 
of the person elected by any Diocese to 
that important office, provided that in 
case the consent of the required major
ity shall not be obtained, then the dis
sentient Bishops shall severally in writ
ing communicate to the synod of the 
diocese whose election has not been con
firmed, their reason for their dissent 
within some specified time/'

That sour1 nrrnngcment of this kind 
should be adopted seems to be the pre
valent sentiment, and we think this very 
far superior to the mode adopted in the 
United States, which is about as cum
brous an arrangement as could be ad
opted in a Republican country. It is 
all the more desirable that the subject 
should be discussed and a Canon of the 
Provincial Synod enacted upon it, inas
much as from the satisfactory elections 
that have already taken place, the dis
cussions in reference thereto would have 
no personal reference, and the whole 
matter would be settled on its own 
merits, as one purely of principle, and 
not of party or personal feeling.

• A JEWISH MISSION.
As among the countries of the earth, 

Palestine is one of the foremost in in
terest, so throughout the races of hu
manity, the Jewish people have been, 
and again will be among the most im
portant ; and the part they have played 
in the great drama of the world's his
tory is nothing compared with the power 
and influence they shall claim before 
the final act of the present dispensation. 
In literature, in art and science, in 
statesmanship andin war, the first rank 
has, in innumerable instances, in ancient 
and modem times, belonged to them.


