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i,bed with resources independent of G<A—Under the disorganizing In­
fluence of sin, the tendency of mankind Is towards estate of universal 

' misanthropy ; end were it not that some of tbClr selfish ends can be 
attained only by partial confederations, the world would disband, so­
ciety in all its forms would break up, every man's hand would be turn­
ed into a weapon, and all the Earth become a battle-field lu which the 
issues to lx decided would be as numerous aa the combatants, so that 
the conflict would end only with the destruction of esery antagonist. 
Accordingly, selflshness, aa we have already intimated, la Ihe univeraal 
form of human depravity ; every' »in that can be'named is only a modi- 
hcutioti of it.—Wlnl is avarie*, bui aelflshneaa grasping and hoarding ! 
What is protieality, but setfiahneaa decorating and indulging itself f 
What is sloth, hut : hat Codraalecp, and refusing to allend to the loud 
rail* of duty ’ And what la idolatry, but that God enshrined—man 
worshipping the reflection ofhls own Image 1 Sensuality, and indeed 
all ihc sms of the flesh, are only selfishness setting itself above law 
and gratifying itseif at the expense of all restraint. What is ego turn, 
hut atiflshnela tpeakinç ? Or rrimi, hut selfishness without its mask, 
in enrne.it, and acting ! Or nffensit » uar, but selfishness confederated, 
armed, and bent on aggrandizing itselfby violence and blood ‘ An of- 
p-neive army m the selfishness of a nation embodied, and moving to 
the altr.inmriu iif Its object over ihc wrecks of human happiness and 
life And were we to analyte the very laat win of whLh we ourselves, 
are couselous, we should discover that selfishness, In one or other of 
its thou and lorma, was its parent. Thus if love was the per­
vading principle of the unfallen creation, it Is equally certain that 
selfishness In the reigning law of the world ravaged And disorganized 
by mu.” (pp. vi. d 10.)

If the former stotc of man was one of onmingled happi­
ness, his present state must be one of essential misery ; if his 
nature bus undergone each a radical transmutation, as has 
been shown to be the case, and by which both the di­
vine image and the divine favour have been lost ; if, in 
consequence of this change, man as a sentient and immortal 
being lias exposed himself to an eternity of suffering ; then, 
»ll these considerations indicate the absolute necessity of the 
appointment of a remedial process, by which, on the des­
truction of his naturally selfish principles, he may be rt-pos- 
>i user/ of hie original principles or nature of love nnd bene­
volence, and restored to the image and favour of his Creator 
and spiritual happiness, preparatory to the enjoyment of end­
less fulicity. Hence, in the fourth section of the first divi­
sion of his work, oar author very properly brings into distinct 
notice, “ The Gospki., as a syitem of benevolence, op­
posed to selfishness," and shews, that while it displays the 
infinite love of God to u fallen world, it is designed to infuse 
a principle of benevolence into the human heart subversif e 
of its inherent selfishness. In treating of the practical oper­
ation of the Go *r el, he with much propriety a>ks—

Hut lis» it» object been realized J More than eighteen hundred 
jvi irshjive elapsed »iue« It wu« brought into operation,—has it* de­
sign sureeededf Sm cecdexll Alas ’ ihe question seems a taunt, a mock­
ery. We pas», in thought, from the picture we have drawn of what 
lue Gospel wa, i-Ifended to effect, to the contemplationof tkinrs at 
th-ooe. and the contrast appals a». We lift our eyei from the pic­
ture, anil like a person nwali-i.g from a dream ol hnppmes* to find the 
cup el w ri u lied lie»» in hi* bend, the pleasing vision baa tied— helû»h- 
less i \ 11) when rile and rampant."—[p. 2 V)

Wo shall e’osc the present article with a quotation, which 
-trungly rebuke» the culpable selfishness of those who ought 
to line manifested, in a peculiar manner, the existence of a 
spirit of un versai benevolence. After referring to the effect 
winch the Gospel produced upon the first Christians, where 
lie .etiurka—

!>ivcr- 'v . h they were in mind, country, condition, age, one inter-
«■•t pr, y n. , i.,,r stll 'ert ot emulation swallowed up every other_
w ! .< h. should do must lor the enlargement of the reign of love."_
In -’ l

lle'propotes the solemn questions—
" What 'i i. iti u Mill ihc Gospel from fulfilling it« first promise, and 

raking. I ill i v\ out lias hindered it Irom filling every heart, every 
province, il,i ,\world, the entire msss ol humanity, with the oee 
• I'lril. ol <1 ivir. 1 cnevoienee • Why. on the coairary, has the 
Gospel, tile gri at instrument of divine love, beau threatened, age

after age, with failure 1 Otrtnx, solely, to the treachery of thane, trkn 
kart had the administration of it ; ou inç, entir, ly, to the •< 
of the church."

These are, indeed, startling and mortifying truths ; and in 
our next we shall enable our readers to judge of the c- rreet- 
neas of the reason# by which the author of Mammon estab­
lishes his positions.

Wisdsob, April 21, 1858.

(.To be continued.)
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Latitudinarianism.—With that lutitudinarian spirit, 
which, under the semblance of Christian liberality, ami 
at the expense of Christian truth and fidelity, makes it 
a matter of perfect indifference what a person’s reli­
gious creed is, so he that professes to be a Christian, 
we have no fellowship ; nor do we, in the slightest de­
gree, envy the principles of those public characters, 
who in the exulterance of tjieir charitable feelings, 
lend their influence to the support anti propagation of 
opinions decidedly unscripturai, and, in their practical 
operation, exceedingly dangerous. To suppose that 
sych unconcernedness resj>ecting the doctrines of 
Christianity and the advocacy of the sentiment above 
animadverted upon, will “repair the rents of our di­
vided Zion,’’ is perfectly ridiculous—as ridiculous as 
it would be for a person to attempt, during midnight, 
to illuminate the world by the exhibition of a Pearl. 
With these religious latitudinarians, an individual 
may be a Pelagian, and assert the natural innocence 
of man and his capability of loving and serving God 
without the internal aids ofthe Holt Spirit—he may 
be a Socinian, and repudiate the doctrine of the Su­
preme Divinity, and the proper atonement of Christ 
— he may be a Papist, and believe the absurd doc­
trines of trnnsubstantintion, and worship images, 
saints, and angels—ht; may be a UniverscUist, anil 
maintain either that all sin is punished in this life and 
the moment the most profligate die they are welcomed 
amid the hallelujahs of angels to the abodes of bles­
sedness, or that, though persons die in their sins, and 
enter eternity unforgiven, they shall, after ages of suf­
fering, be reconciled to God and conducted to his gra­
cious presence—or he may be a sincere believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and unqualifiedly receive the 
“ whole counsel of God” ns a system of perfect truth, 
to which nothing can harmlessly be added, and from 
which nothing can lie taken away with impunity, with 
equal regard to propriety anti safety ! But not so have 
wo learned Christ. \\ e regard truth of supreme im­
portance, and not to lx* tamely and cowardly surren- 
lercd, either to avoid the frowns or solicit the smiles 

ot the advocates of its opposite ; and they, who, for 
' nr of giving offence to the abettors of false doctrine, 
or tor the purpose of securing their favour, endeavour 
to unite systems of error with systems of truth, are 
welcome to all the laurels which a course so dastard­
ly may encircle their brows. Such latitmlinarian 
views, such meanness of conduct, were not possessed 
or practised by the holy Apostles.’ “ Beloved,” says 
St. Jude, “ when I gave all diligence to write unto you 
ofthe common salvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you that ye should ear- 
nestly contend for the faith which was once delivered
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