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NOTES OF THE WEEK.
pTHE SMOKE MENACE.—The Fire 

l Light Committee received a very 
at letter, which was read at 

I last meeting, from Rev. Father 
pastor of St. Mary's. The 

lowing is the text of the letter:— 
beg leave to draw your atten- 

|;yon to the inconvenience caused by 
j smoke from the establishment of 
r. T. Deguire, No. 75 Panet street,

,, gt. Mary's Church is at certain 
I times completely surrounded by Butty 
if Mack smoke, which covers the dome 
^Tenters our Church through doors
__ windows. In the past the
Exarch ornaments bore the evidences 
By" the smoke from the neighboring 

' -s( but especially from the one 
of I hereby complain. We are 

yding our Church, and we are 
1 that even before the tinting of 

P ttfclls is completed these latter 
j be considerably damaged by the 

'A glance at the blackened 
1 of my presbytery would suffice 
invince you that the situation is 
srable. Consequently I would 

1 to learn of your determination 
§ take steps for the protection of 

, Mary’s Church from aziy further

"Yours truly,
"P. J. BRADY, P.P."

gjjBds letter of Father Brady is cer- 
timely and a fine text for 

•ever is Interested in the well-;, 
f of our citizens and of our vari- 

| institutions. The pastor of any 
parish—of St. Patrick's, St. 

o's.^St. Gabriel’s, or, in fact, all 
the parishes—might well write 

■ same letter making the exact 
! complaint. It is ’ the solemn 
1 that the spires of our churches 

d domes of our institutions rise 
i of a fog of smoke that seems to 

1 a special delight in clinging to 
and covering them Worn the 

of those who love and admire 
It seems to us that there 

tid be some solution to the prob- 
, some means of getting rid of 

lie nuisance. It is, at least, a mat- 
‘ that demands Immediate atten- 

, and that should be made a sub- 
t for the study of those who have 

1 their power and are possessed 
1 the authority to act. There arc 

) points from which the subject 
- he considered, regarding the in- 

r done by this profusion of un- 
hy smoke; the sanitary question 

I regards individuals, and the pro- 
•rty losses as regards the build- 

► and those who are Interested in

J have no pretension of entering 
I alt* the details of the matter at 

1 moment, but we are in the hope 
aving occasion, when later on the 

becomes one of general dis- 
• a»d when it is positively 
up, as it must eventually be,

! authorities, of going into the 
1 minute considerations that it 
eta.
hwhilé, we would say that in 
' institutions of education, our 

our refuges, and our 
establishments, wherein con- 

> and lire both young and old.
* cow*»»*'"............
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matter that
‘ than,

and

ful in ornamentation and decora­
tion? The loss in the decreased value 
of such property is also a very seri­
ous consideration. In a word, we 
could go on for whole columns re­
lating the inconveniences caused by 
those puffing factory chimneys and 
the injuries done; but we feel that 
sufficient for the present has been 
said to emphacize the fact of our per­
fect agreement with Father Brady in 
his représentations to the City 
Council.

If any of our aldermen would go 
down the river on a fine morning 
and look back at the city, they 
would see the immense cloud of 
smoke that overhangs, so thick that 
it dims the mountain and frequently 
hides the very towers of Notre Dame. 
That is the atmosphere that we have 
to breathe, that Is the substance 
that we inhale, that is the food that 
our lungs draw in, as, day after day 
and night after night, we work, eat, 
sleep in the shroud of factory smoke 
that poisons our air. We do not say 
that thé factories can be removed, 
nor yet that the churches and insti­
tutions can be changed from their 
present sites; but we do say that 
the prol?lpm is^ susceptible of solu­
tion, and solve it some one must, 
sooner or later—and the sooner the 
better.

PRICE FIVE
suppose that a wonderful discovery 
had been made, that our religious in- 
stitutions were founded a couple of 
years ago, and that the orders were 
communities of yesterday. Well, this 
supposition is so foolish that we 
need not linger upon it. But, then, 
we must come to the conclusion that

■ SANITARIUM FOR RELIGIOUS - 
pn last Saturday's "Herald” there] 
appeared an article under the head­
ing "Religious Orders Here Need! 

I Sanitarium to Fight Plague." In or- 
[der to better grasp the drift of the 
article we will quote the introducto­
ry part of it, which leads up to an 
[interview with some member of a 
[community, said to have been teach­
ing for a quarter of a century in this 
[city. We will not preface the extracts 
Iwith any comments as these will 
come in better after the readers have 
an idea of the trend of the article. 

[The "Herald" says:—
"There is an apparent need among 

[the''religious congregations, both 
I male and female, ol a sanitarium to 
Ifight the white plague, which _ is 
[greatly on the increase among the 
younger sisters and brothers of the 
different communities of Montreal. A 
member of one of the communities, 
one who has spent over a quarter of 
a century in the city engaged in 
teaching, speaking on the subject 
yesterday, said: N J

" 'There are at present thirty-three I 
different religious communities in] 
Montreal, and it would be an easy! 
matter to build a sanitarium for con-[ 
sumptives in the Adirondacks, if they 
would all join in the "affair. It is an 
object worthy of admiration. It is 
surprising the number of our young 
sisters, especially those in parochial 
schools, who fall victims to the "rav­
ages of this disease.’

" ‘To what do you attribute its 
increase?’

" ‘To over-crowded class rooms, 
bad ventilation, the laws of hygiene 
being only a secondary matter with 

even with some school com­
missioners.' ”

We need not follow on with the 
aforesaid interview, we have quoted 

to establish that the 
Id" seeks to impress its read- 

the idea that in our reli- 
1 uni ties there Is a verit- 
of the consumptive char- 
that the establishments

<>ugh tmk other

of the olden alchemists, and that 
their members should live to cele­
brate their centennials. Let us look 
the matter honestly in the face.

That there are members of reli- 
fgious communities who die young no 
person will deny. On becoming mem­
bers of these institutions they do not 
divest themselves of their humanity, 
and they are subject, like the rest 
of the world "to all ills that flesh 
is heir to.” But in proportion to 
their numbers they are far from be­
ing as short lived as people in the 
world. To-day you read of a young 
nun, or a young priest who has died; 
to-morrow you read of two nuns, 
and two or three priests celebrating 
their silver, and their golden jubilees 
of religious life. No note is taken of 
the latter, but all possible promin- 
eçce is given to the former cases.

We regret to say that such themes 
as this have a fascination for certain 
writers in the non-Catholic press 
and these writers are not always 
nan-Catholics themselves. The sug­
gestion of the sanitarium, in the pre­
sent instance, does not come from a 
non-Catholic. but rather from one of 
our own faith, who should be abfe to 
find other and more congenial sub­
jects for his pen. It is not a very 
enviable task to be the one who 
dwells most on pretended blemishes 
in a system that has so many per­
fections of a real character, and the 
bringing out of which should be his 
duty and pleasure.

If you take our religious institu­
tions, the homes of our religious or­
ders, as a rule, in this city, you will 
find that they occupy the most 
healthy, airy, and perfectly sanitary 
locations in the vicinity. This needs 
but a moment's reflection. This hap­
py selection of sites is due to the 
careful business and perceptive facul­
ties of those who are the heads of 
the different communities. For ex­
ample, it is at the novitiate that the 
member of a religious community be­
gins life in the order, is the young­
est, and the most susceptible of in­
fluences. Where are our novitiates ? 
The Oblates have theirs at Lachine, 
the Jesuits at Sault-au-Recollet, the 
Christian Brothers up on the wooded 
hil,s beyond Maisonneuve, the Sulpi- 
cians on the slope of the mountain, 
and so on through the long list. 
Take our convents, and you find 
them, from Villa Maria to the Sa­
cred Heart situated in the very best 
and most healthy surroundings. If a 
person -of the world needed a sani­
tarium he or she would do well to 
go to one of these institutions. Take 
the cloistered nuns; the Hotel Dieu 
is almost in the country, at the foot 
of the mountain, the Precious Blood 
is at Notre Dame de Grace, the Car­
melites are in real country surround­
ings, the Sisters of the Holy Names 
go to Outremont, but leave a most 
healthy spot on the river bank, in 
the midst of large fields and im­
mense shaded grounds. But we have 
no space to squander upon the long 
list, nor have we patience with peo­
ple who write and talk as if the life 
of the community were a menace to 
the days of its members. It is not 
sanitariums that are needed, but 
more zeal in assisting the orders in 
their labors. If Catholics would 
take more to heart the interests of 
these institutions, be more open- 
handed in paying them their dues, 
and more faithful assisting them in 
the labor of caring for their chil­
dren, there would be less sacrifices to 
be endured, less privations to be suf­
fered, less worry to be undergone, 
and consequently more health, hap­
piness and contentment to be en­
joyed.

GREAT ENDOWMENTS. — Refer­
ring to the immense sums that are 
being now given out on all sides for 
the endowment of various classes of 
Institutions,* the Boston "Pilot”

i to the

"Mr. Rockefeller continues to en- 
dow colleges and universities with 
the dollars of the oil consumer; Mr 

aries all over 
the land, and Mr. Pulitzer has start- 

Columbia 
000. The

are ten to one that the great schol­
ars, poets, statesmen of 1925 will 
get their training and education
the Lest school that ever escaped __
endowment, the good, old university 
of the farm, the factory or the shop, 

supplemented by postgraduate courses 
of self-denial, self-teaching and short 
commons."

This is quite true, as far as it 
go08 But we could add thereto that 
the great men, the good men, the 
builders up of the stable structure of 
society, the men whose minds are 
cultivated, whose hearts are moulded 
in the proper form, and whose prin­
ciples are as immutable as the stra­
tas of mother earth, shall still be 
the off-spring of institutions wherein 
moral and religious training will go 
hand in hand with all the ornament­
al, or useful, acquirements of the 
mind. Millions may be spent on li­
braries; but if those who are to read 
the Looks contained in them, are to 
profit thereby and become useful 
members of society, supports of the 
State, and worthy parents of the fu­
ture generation, then they must have 
been taught to read properly and to 
read with knowledge as to what is 
good, what is evil and what is in­
different. Millions may be spent to 
endow schools, but if the institu­
tions so endowed are not based upon 
something more enduring and more 
fruitful than mere money, they be­
come a menace to Instead of a bless­
ing for the country, we do not at­
tempt to underestimate the value of 
money, nor do we deny its great im­
portance in matters educational as 
well as in all the other affairs of this 
world. But all the millions of the 
rich could not infuse into a genera­
tion the education that alone can 
save society, make life in this world 
a blessing and in the, next world a 
certainty of happiness. It can aid 
in the attainment of these objects, 
but only when the more necessary 
fundamentals exist.

_____  P
ABOLISHING STRIPES. — In the 

New Jersey State prison, through 
the influence of Warden Osborne, the 
system of dressing convicts in stripes 
or striped clothes has been abolish­
ed, and from all reports the trihl 
has had a good and much desired ef­
fect. We can very readily under­
stand the motives of the Warden in 
suggesting and applying for this re­
form. They were certainly of a hu­
manitarian character;, they also par­
took of the Christian spirit. In 
speaking of the matter Warden Os­
borne said:—

"I never believed that you made 
a man any better by degrading him. 
The stripes did degrade. They broke 
their spirits down for good and ail, 
sent them out into the world when 
their punishment was over either 
hardened criminals who would sin a- 
gain from choice, or weaklings who 
would not have the strength to 
withstand temptation. I asked the 
board to abolish the stripes, and 
they have gone. The change would 
have been made the first of the year, 
but I did not care t/> put the State 
to the expense of new clothing until 
the supply on hand was used up.

"Before deciding on the new uni­
form I wrote to most>of the prisons 
in the country, and received samples 
of the material they were using. I 
was surprised to find th'at* so many 
prisons had abolished marked cloth­
ing. None of the wardens seemed to 
find serious objections to the new 
unstriped order of things. Several of 
them advanced other argument in 
its favor. For instance, it gives us 
a new and powerful form of punish­
ment. If a prisoner does not behave 
we can put him into stripes, which 
lowers and degrades him in the wyes 
of the other prisoners.”

Speaking to a man who was com­
mencing a ten years’ senténee, about 
the effects upon him of the change, 
the man said: "You cannot imagine 
what load went off my shoulders 
when I sadd goodby to that old 
striped suit. If they had taken five 
years off my sentence I could hardly 
have been more pleased. All of the 
men, even the most hardened, are 
pleased. Why, man, those stripes 
just burned into my back. Often I've 
caught myself looking over my 
shoulder to see if the scars were 
really there. Some days it was the 
red stripe that burned, and on 
others it was the black. I believe I 

I if the uniform 
You had bet- 

-/TmyeelJ 80 to

degrading stripes, and that of the 
convict, in giving an idea of such 
removal, to indicate how true it is 
that even in the most criminal being 
there is a hidden fountain of pride, a 
spring that can be touched, and from 
which naturally the salutary waters 
that may yet wash away the crust 
of sinfulness, issue forth. There are 
certainly men (and women, alas) so 
degraded that they are lost to all 
sense of shame, and to all feeling of 
pride. In them nothing, save sonic 
miracle of God’s gfrace, can awaken a 
spirit that might save them from 
their degradation. For such as 
these stripes have no material effect, 
they neither serve to make them feel 
their low stage and fearful disgrace, 
nor yet to encourage them to labor 
well and act properly in order to get 
rid of these marks of1 the prisoner’s 
life. For them it matters not whe­
ther they are dressed in prison garb 
or otherwise. It is very different 
with the hundreds of unhappy people 
who are expiating their wrong-do­
ings, and who still pine for liberty, 
for respect in the eyes of their fel- 
lowmen, and for a feeling of honor. 
They experience a terrible degrada­
tion when reduced to wear the infal­
lible evidence of their degraded posi­
tion. By freeing them from the oblig­
ation of wearing stripes while hold­
ing over them the menace of a re­
turn to that regime, in case they 
act badly it seems to us that a two­
fold object is gained: the prisoner is 
afforded a reason for doing well, and 
at the same time a stimulus to fu­
ture ambition when the days of pen­
alty are over.

that they were not big-declaring 
otted:—

"A young man was sent to buy a 
lot of land, representing that he 
wanted it to build a house on. If it 
had been known that it was wanted 
as a site for a Catholic Church, the 
woman who owned it would never 
ha\e sold it for that purpose.”

If this is not an evidence of an 
anti-Cathqlic spirit we would like to 
know what to call it. In connection 
with the Church affair, the priest, re­
ferring to the same gentleman— the 
one who adduced the foregoing won­
derful proof of lack of bigotry—says:

"The facts have been distorted. If 
the owners had wanted more rental 
for their hall, why didn’t they say 
so? Instead, they sent me a note 
which refused me the nsse of the hall. 
When 1 asked Mr. Hollis for an ex­
planation, he said the owners, sever­
al elderly ladies, had voted to sell 
the property. ‘Don’t blame mo,’ ho 
added; 'you know I cannot help tho 
prejudice of some people.’ It is true 
that we employed an agent to buy 
our land; we had to, or we Could 
not h-vo got any. But. no restric­
tions • hatover were made in tho 
barga .. I made an offer to buy tho 
hall 1 lilding, but it was refused.''

Ami yet we arc told that nnti- 
Cutholic bigotry is dead. We wij*h 
that it were; but as long ns such 
reminders keep cropping up, we fear 
that wo shall have still have faith in 
its existence.

PREJUDICE STILL?—If any one 
says that the days of bigotry are en­
tirely gone we feel sorry to have to 
contradict the statement. We admit 
that there is an amelioration, and a 
very sensible one, in the relations 
between peoples of different creeds.
But oXitside the Catholic Church 
there seems to still exist clouds of 
bigotry that cling to the minds of 
people who, otherwise seem enlight­
ened and even who appeared learned 
and sane on general subjects. The 
moment, however, that the Catholic 
Church, or aught belonging to her, 
comes upon the tapis, at once these 
minds—(hat surely cannot be well 
balanced—go off at a tangent, and 
nothing known to human science 
could ever calculate the extent of 
their possible excentricities and ab­
errations. In glancing over Ameri­
can exchanges this week we came up­
on a few samples of this anti-Catho- 
lic mania. They would be amusing 
as a study were they not at once so 
painful and so serious.

Rev. Dr. Potts, In the Michigan 
Methodist organ the "Christian Ad­
vocate,” speaking of Rome, says:—

"She has trained reporters by the 
thousand, and has placed them in 
positions of power where their word 
is law as to what shall be printed 
and what not concerning Catholi­
cism.”

Referring to all the praise bestowed 
upon the late Pope by the Protest­
ant press, this learned Dr. Pat is 
says:—

"The death of a Methodist. Bishop 
is at least one-half as important to 
Americans as the death of a Pope, 
yet the dying Bishop gets only o 
mention, and perhaps not that, while 
every word and wish and motion and 
sigh of the departed Pope is chron­
icled before all the world by column 
and page.”

Now, there is only one grave omis­
sion on the part of Dr. Potts; he 
should have followed up his night­
mare to its logical conclusion!, and 
found a "Jesuit," in disguise, on the 
staff of every, leading Protestant pa­
per jn the world. Surely Rome did 
not omit that very necessary precau­
tion when -thus planning to get pos­
session of the press of the world. Is 
it not a pity that a man, who is 
learned enough to be styled & "doc­
tor” and Christian enough to claim 
the title of "reverend," should make 
such a stupid and silly assertion, 
and do it in all seriousness. We can 
only account for it in the fact that 
the poor man Has certainly got his 
head into bigotry's cloud, and can­
not even catch a glimpse of the hor­
izon of common sense.

Another sample of bigotry, in an- no Impon 
other form, we have in the case of knows that t 
Father BucMey, of Duxbury, Mass.; day he J

THE KING’S OATH.—In an en­
tirely new form comes up the ques­
tion of tho coronation oath, and 
this time it comes from a sourco 
anything but Catholic. The fivfs of 
the case are as follows: A Pontifical 
Requiem Mass for the repose, of the 
soul of the late Pope was sung at the 
Brompton Oratory, London, Eng­
land. King Edward, who was absent 
from the country, on q visit to Ire­
land, sent Lord Denbigh, to repre­
sent him on that occasion. Lord Den­
bigh was in full uniform and drove 
to tho Oratory in a royal carriage, 
where he was received by the C^J.h- 
olic clergy and escorted to a special 
seat immediately in front of the 
High Altar. The Duke of Cam­
bridge attended in person, and also 
occupied a special seat, next to that 
of the representative of royalty. 
This fact called forth no end of quiet 
comment in certain circles. But two 
organs, in particular, the "English 
Churchman," and the "St. James’, 
Chronicle” spoke out very strongly, 
the latter saying:—

"The official recognition of the 
Mass certainly conflicts with the 
terms of the declaration made by the 
sovereign on His Majesty’s accession, 
in which he solemnly averred, as his 
personal belief, that the sacrifice of 
the Mass is idolatry. If the Mass bo 
an idolatrous ordinance, then its 
celebration at the Brompton Oratory 
was an act of idolatry, and to af­
ford it royal sanction would appear 
to be indefensible in the judgment of 
millions of His Majesty's Protestant 
subjects.”

In this we have the ever present 
"if” of the doubting. They say that 
"if the Mass be an idolatrous or­
dinance.” Take, then, the other side 
of the question; "if the Mass be NOT 
an idolatrous ordinance," the cele­
bration of it, at Brompton Oratory 
was NOT an act of idolatry, and the 
King was perfectly right in being ; 
thereat represented. How, then, re­
concile the conflicting circumstances? 
It is the easiest thing in the world. 
In the case of the Req-uiem Mass tfie 
King was a perfectly free agent, 
bound by no old-time and obsolete 
usages perfectly at liberty to go or 
to stay away, to be represented or 
unrepresented, just as he deemed 
well. By selecting the former course, 
when he had an option, ho recogniz­
ed qpenly that he did not believe in 
the terms of the oath that a fan­
atical parliament of a few centuries 
back, had placed in Ms mouth—much 
against his inclination, and strongly 
against hie convictions. That is the 
whole of the question. The fact i 
that the taking of the oath by 
King was Just as hard an ordeal < 
him as it was unpleasant for 
Catholic subjects. But the 
bulk of those Catholic sub 
full well f

r of 8 Peter’s Church.
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