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On Christian Democracy.

The Latin teertr of the Holy Fa
ther’s Encyclical on Christian Demo
cracy has just been published in the 
Eternal City, and official transla
tions will be issued in due course, 
says the Liverpool " Catholic 
Times." Meanwhile our readers, it 
proceeds to say, will be glad to have 
a synopsis of the document, which 
occupies seven columns of the <‘0s- 
servatore Romano." His Holiness 
opens by showing how requisite are 
information and light on the social

od the clauses, the law of Chriati 
charity forbade indifference towards 
others and, bound all who obeyed it 
in the bonds of brotherhood. Nor 
must it bo imagined that Christian 
Democracy meant the rejection of 
legitimate authority. Obedience to 
men ip power was dictated by na
ture att* the Christian religion, and 
to refuse to submit to those who 
had authority in the Church was ab
horrent to Christianity. It was of 
great importance that all the faith
ful should ever bear in mind the 
words of St. Paul on this subject 
(Heb. xiii, 17). His Holiness ex
presses the hope that with the ex
planation disputes with regard to 
the title Christian Democracy will 
cease, and that all fear of danger in 
connection with it will bo lard aside.

He condemns the contention that 
the social problem is purely an eco-< 
nomic question. It was above all 
moral and religious. No matter whatquMHon pwta« to the disputée and was donetotaprive the worktop 

that have man's condition—whether his wages 
Jong been disturbing nations and pro- I rfere doubled, hia hours of labor

CT° i"*-, shortened, the means of life chca£- 
,.0t;S[ 1 ™. U. and apfcar lened-hls efforts would fail and
to be fraught with dangers, ana even 
with great calamities, for States. To 
the perils which thus threatened civil 
•society he called attention in the 
.early days of his Pontificate, and he 
considered it necessary to utter 
warning against the errors of Social
ism.

To this end he issued the Encycli
cal "Quod Apostolici ' Muneris," of 
December 28, 1878, and, when the 

• dangers became daily more serious, 
the Encyclical "Rerum Novarum," 
of the 15th May, 1891, pointing out 
the duties of employers and em
ployed, and showing that the safe
guard of justice and the remedy for 
the war of classes lay in the pre
cepts of the Gospel. The confidence 
he felt in imparting this advice was 
not mistaken. Even non-Catholics 
acknowledged that the Catholic 
Church was zealous for the welfare 
-of all grades of society, and especial
ly of the poor. Through the instruc
tions which had been given Catholics 
had reaped abundant fruit. From 
them they derived not merely en
couragement and strength to pursue 
the most praiseworthy objects, but 
enlightenment by which their efforts 
were rendered safer c.nd more effect
ive. And ^differences of opinion 
amongst them were partly removed 
and partly mitigated. In a practical 
way the effects were to bring forth 
new or improved undertakings for 
leneflting the proletariate, particu
larly where the need was most felt; 
such as the people’s bureaux for af
fording help to those who required 
information, the rural banks, the 
mutual aid and accident societies, 
the workingmen’s associations, and 
other organizations and helpful 
works of this kind. Thus arose 
amongst Catholics, under the aus
pices of the Church, united and bene
ficent action in the interest of the 
masses of the people, so often sur
rounded by snares and perils as well 
as oppressed by went and hardship.
It was not customary at first to call 
this movement on behalf of the peo
ple by any specific name. The title 
of Christian Socialism and other 
such appellerions introduced by some 
were rightly given up. Then many 
very properly were pleased to use 
the name of Christian People's Move
ment. Seine called themselves Social 
Christians, and in other places the 
movement was termed Christian De
mocracy, and its supporters Chris
tian Democrats, in contrast to So
cial Democracy.

Now, many good people took ob
jection, if not to the title Social 
Christians, certainly to Social Dem
ocrat as a doubtful and dangerous 
designation. They feared lest by its 
adoption a popular form of govern
ment should be encouraged or pre
ferred to other political forms; lest 
the power of the Christian religion 
should appear to be narrowed down 
in order to benefit the common peo
ple, the other classes being disre
garded; finally, lest under a decep
tive name there should lurk the in
tention of detracting from author
ity, civil or sacred. As on this point 
there was too much discus
sion, sometimes conducted with bit
terness, His Holiness deemed it' hie 
duty to place a limit to controver
sy, defining what Catholics were to 
hold in the matter. He likewise de
sired to give certain directions, 
whereby their labors might become 
more prolific and of greater advan
tage to the State. There could be 
no doubt as to what Social Demo
cracy aimed at and what was the 
object of Christian Democracy. The 
one, whether acknowledged more or 
less unguardedly, was by many 
brought to such a degree of perver
sity that, it deemed of no account 
anything beyond what was human ; 
sought material and external /goods; 
and found man’s happiness in secur
ing and enjoying them. The Social 
Democrats therefore wished that in 
the State authority should be with 
the masses, so that tho distinctions 
«I classes being done away with, and 
the citizens made equal, there should 
■be an advance towards an equal di
vision of goods amongst them. The 
right of ownership was thorefpre to 
be destroyed, and tho property of in
dividuals and their means of living 
to be held in common. Christian De
mocracy, on the other hand, inas
much as it was called Christian, 
must rest on the principles laid down 
by divine faith as upon its basis, so 
providing for the welfare of the poor- 
«st as to prepare their souls fitting
ly for the eternal life for

whatever he possessed would melt 
away if he followed teaching and 
examples which tended to uproot the 
fear of God and to corrupt morals. 
But whilst the welfare of the soul 
demanded care, the body must not 
be left out of consideration. Ills Ho
liness in this connection refers to 
Our Lord’s compassion for human 
suffering as displayed in the relief 
of want and sickness. He praises 
almsgiving and thrift, and says that 
the activity of the Catholics in 
lifting up and comforting the people 
is in entire harmony with the spirit 
of the Church. It was of slight im
portance whether the title adopted 
was the Christian People's Move
ment or Christian Democracy if the 
instructions he had given were ob
served. Dut it was of great im
portance that on a question of such 
moment all Catholics should be one 
in opinion, will, and action. Nor 

i it less desirable that through 
the multiplication of men and means 
the work should be enlarged and ex
tended . Social Democracy, which 
misled the po.or the more easily be
cause of their poverty, assailed both 
the State and religion, and to lend 
assistance to both should be a sacred 
duty for all well-meaning men. The 
Pontiff counsels moderation and mu
tual respect in discussions, and 
cases of doubt religious deference to 
the voice of the Holy See. And this 
Catholic movement would be the 
more efficacious if all the associa
tions, whilst preserving their own 
rights, obeyed and took the initia
tive from one and the same directing 
authority. In Italy he wishes that 
this office should be assumed under 
the approval and guidance of the 
bishops by the Opera dei Congress!, 
so often recommended by him and 
by his predecessor Pius IX. The 
same course was to be pursued 
other nations where any such lead
ing organization existed to which 
this duty could properly be entrust
ed. His Holiness warmly appeals to 
the clergy to devote themselves en
ergetically to social works, imitat
ing the poor and humble St. Fran 
cis and St. Vincent de Paul, the fa
ther of the unfortunate. In con
cluding he prcssingly urges the faith
ful to be obedient to their bishops, 
to be earnest in the practice of the 
Christian virtues, and to seize every 
possible opportunity of doing good.

THE LATE SIR FRANK SMITH 
AND HIS CRITICS.
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TTus is not the time to pen an ap
preciation of the life-work of the 
late Sir Frank Smith, nor to enter in
to details concerning the importance 
of his career either relgiously, nation
ally, socially or politically. It is too 
late to repeat all that his death 
called forth in the form of sponta
neous tributes; it is too early to fix 
his place in the future annals of 
Canadian history. But, in view of 
the fact, that certain 'Catholic writ
ers have seen fit to descend into the 
sacred domain of private life, and 
stand over an open grave armed 
witih the shafts of unjustifiable cri
ticism, we do not think it inoppor
tune to recall some of the words pro
nounced by the learned and patriotic 
Archbishop of Toronto, on the occa
sion of that great Irian Catholic's 
funeral.

In opening His Grace said " An 
occasion such as this is eloquent 
enough not only to counsel silence, 
but to command it." Even the pa
gans, frequently more philosophic 
and more virtuous than many Chris
tians of our day, hold fast to the 
axiom; "say naught but good of the 
dead.” If there is nothing for us to 
say, let us be silent; if we are not 
iticlined to say good of the departed, 
thon we should consider the words of 
the venerable prelate who asserted, 
in presence of tho dead, and in the 
solemn hour of the obsequies that 
tho occasion commanded silence. And 
had no sftich words ever fallen from 
the lips of a prince of the Ghurtih ; 
had the ancients never taught and 
practised such a principle" as that 
contained in their adage: still would 
Christian charity, in its broadest ac
ceptation. and the true spirit of 
Catholicity in-particular, forbid tho 
'•lightest remark that might grate 
upon the feelings of those "bereaved, 
and upon tho sentiments of a whole 
people whose leader and whose bea- 
conlight the lamented Senator had 
been during the greater portion of 
his earthly career.

We must remember that the worth. 
tho importance, the life, the influ
ence. the merits of a true Catholic 
arc not to be weighed and measured 
by dollars and cents It is. indeed, 
strange for a Catholic journalist to 
criticize the manner In whidh such a 
man ns the late Sir iYank Smith, 
saw fit. to dispose of his property, 
or means. But, taking the mow 

ion 
left 
will

men in proving the possibilities that 
a wait the mm this land, would 
alone been a boon to the Irish
GatholitV of Canada, and a sufficient 
life-work %o save his naine from the 
attacks of Pens tnat will be rusted 
and the wfelders of them in Oblivion, 
long before Sir Frank Smith's real 
worth will have fully dawned upon 
the children of the future.

But, such is not the ground that 
truth compels us to take.* Once more 
do we quote the noble and apprecia
tive words of the Archbishop : “Tho 
deceased, he said, "as you know,, 

ot duty. always doing 
His (God s) will, doing it honestly, 
doing ft honorably, doitig it ■ because 
it was a duty; not because the world 
was looking on"—and we might add 
not because he expected the praise of 
certain Catholic writers, nor because 
he feared the censure of critics most 
eminently unfitted to appreciate ei
ther his motives or his deeds.

When Meagher stood in Clonmel 
dock, condemned to death under law 
against the iniquity of which he had 
rebelled, in reply to the question 
what he had to say in explanation 
of his "crime," made answer : "The 
history of Ireland will explain my 
crime and justify it." We do not 
pretend, nor have we the audacity 
to attempt either an explanation or 
a justification of the private and 
business affairs of the late Sir Frank 
Siyiith. As an Irishman, as an Irish 
Catholic, as a citizen of Canada, as 
an honor to his race, as a pillar of 
strength to Catholicity in Ontario, 
as a man of transcendent virtues and 
goodness—the history of Canada, and 
especially the history of the Irish 
Catholic inhabitants of that prov
ince will explain all,—but not justi
fy, for there is no justification need
ed. That history will tell of the un
numbered donations, throughout a 
long life to the Catholic institutions 
and churches of Ontario; of the ever 
present name of Sir Frank Smith at 
the head of every list for national, 
charitable and religious purposes. 
Ask Hon. Edward Blake—he Is alive 
to-day, thank God!—what Sir Frank 
Smith has given to the caxise of Ire
land. Go to the hierarchy of the pro
vince, to the clergy scattered over 
its limits, to the homes of * benevol
ence and the shrines of education, to 
the hovels of the indigent and the 
successful establishments of many 
once in need of a start in life ; go 
where you will throughout the sec
tion of Canada in which his work 
was accomplished, and ask what Sir 
Frank Smith has done— not once, 
nor one hundred times, but during 
nearly the third of a century. And 
are his surviving relatives and 
friends to lie told before the grave 
has well closed over him, that his 
last and most solemn act of business 
was "iniquitous?"

into tho spirit' fit’ the evening’s en
tertainment wlti’ tt zest that it waa 
a pleasure to see.

Everything possibMt was done by 
thoConmnttee of Management to 
OTtertarn their many irionds and 
they succeeded selmirably, and in 
such a right royal manner that
OT«L,elfClt0d amany exPr*siiionn of 
praise from those present for their 
courteous attention.

As in previous entertainments of 
Uns branch, the arrangements made 
for the carrying out of the euchre 
playing, the refreshments and dan
cing were perfect, and not a hitch 
occurred during the entire evening.

President Cowan, in a few well 
chosen remarks, extended to all 
present a hearty welcome, and the 
euchre playing wns then started, and 
kept up until 11.30 p.m., when 14 
games had been played. The playing 
lor the handsome prizes was very 
keen, and the following is the result:

1st, (ady’s prize—Mrs. C. Hough
ton, .Limoges China chocolate sett 

2nd. lady’s prize—Mrs. M. F. Ca
sey. Royal Bonn. vase.

3rd, lady’s prize.—Miss A. Jones, 
large figure (lady), terra cotta.

1st, gent’s prize —Mr, J. J. Short- 
all, game sett, fine china.

2«d. gent's prize —Mr. W. J. Cher
ry. large lemonade jug, (embossed 
china).

3rd, gent’s prize.—Mr. W. Grant, 
figure, terra cotta (urchin).

The prizes were presented immedi
ately after the euchre, and the fol
lowing gentlemen were called to the 
platform to make the presentations 
to the respective winners who re
ceived great applause upon their suc-

SOOIETY NOTES.

YOUNG IRISHMEN.—The old re 
liable Y. I. L. & B. A. will hold 
another of their popular winter en
tertainments on Monday evening in 
their own hall, Dupre street. It is 
sure to attract a large attendance.

Grand Deputy J. J. Costlgan, Pre
sident F. .7 Curran. Trustee F. 
Scars, Bro. B. Tansey, sr., all of 
Branch 26; Chan. P. Doyle, Branch 
•fjjj* President T. R. Cowan, Brandi

After the presentation of the 
prizes, refreshments were served, and 
all were seated at the tables heavily 
laden with good things provided by 
Bro. W. J. Shea, and the manner in 
which he attended to the wants of 
such a large number was a revela-

DIVISION NO. 8. — The regular 
meeting of the above Division of the 
A.O.H., will be held in the Hibernia 
Hall. 2042 Notre Damo street, on 
the 20th inst., at 8 p.m. Every mem
ber is requested to attend, as busi
ness of importance will be transact
ed, one of the features of which will 
be the selection of doctor.

ST. ANN’S YOUNG MEN—On 
Shrove Tuesday evening in St. Ann’s 
Hall an attractive programme will 
be presented. Mr. P. J. Shea, the 
Society's musical director, has the 
concert in hand, which is sufficient to 
guarantee an enjoyable entertainment. 
The latest songs will be rendered, as 
well as many catchy choruses, which 
have been arranged by Mr. Shea. 
The second part comprises un "olio" 
of many new features concluding 
with an up-to-date farce entitled 

’The Massage Treatment" by the 
members of the Society’s dramatic 
section.

After refreshments, an adjournment 
was made to the hall, where dancing 
was indulged in by all to their 
hearts' content. The scene in the 
ball during the playing of progress
ive euchre was one of beauty. The 
handsome costumes of the Indies, 
with the proverbial "full dress" of 
many gentlemen present made it one 
that could not be surpassed. That 
this Branch has caught the popular 
fancy was very evident on last Fri
day evening. Many friends, for one 
reason or another who had not 
avail t hem selves of the opportun
ity of getting their tickets early, 
had to be refused admission; upwards 
of thirty couple had to be turned 
away, as the full compliment of tick
ets, 125, hud been disposed of. The 
committee regretted very much to 
adopt such a course, but the rule is 
to issue only 125 tickets for an en
tertainment. as they desire to give 
comfort and pleasure to all who ob
tain their tickets early. No tickets 
arc sold at the door on the evening 
of the entertainment. The energetic 
committee are deserving of a great 
deal of praise for the efficient man
ner they carried out their duties, and 
their next progressive euchre party 
and social which will be held on 
Easter Monday night is bound to be 
as great success as the last. The 
friencls should got their tickets early 
for 15ie- next event, which may be 
hr.d from any member of the com-

ABOUTCIflCULATING RUMORS.
’"ITicre are rumors abroad; we 

hear this statement very frequently 
So there are; likewise is there 
epidemic abroad. The one is not any 
mon injurious, hi its own sphere, 
than the other. Nothing easier in the 
world than to create a rumor; nofih- 
ifi* more difficult than to repair the 
injuries done by false rumors. No 
matter in what sphere we take it, 
the danger is the same. "There is ’ 
rurivor that Mr. A. is going to fail:

matter of Aict, there is no 
truth whatsoever at the bottom of 
the matter, but Mr. A. has So do- 

hlTS, rc|>UUt,ion against a phan- 
u„-s ™ly a rumor; ho 

find no direct hunt with any per- 
!‘Vrry °”e w at liberty to repeat 

“ rumor: th0 source of it is hidden, and is never llk.ly
^,lce.ï'TÏ°rCd: no "atter. Mr. A 
finds that his credit has been ira- 
paired, that business men look at 
him with anxiety and distrust, lie is 
perfect y solvent, perfectly sound, 
perfectly reliable; yet there was a 
rumor and he must bear the consc- 
quences.

A press correspondent is short of
èK„Crfîag^0WS’ he cr«at=s a rumor 
about the Pope, the now King 
Premier, judges that are

PATRICK’S CHOIR AND LUD
WIG.

THE ANCIENT ORDER of Hiber
nians have secured for their enter
tainment on St. Patrick’s night in 
the Windsor Hall, the popular Cole
man and Mack dramatic and vaude
ville company, who are at present 
filling highly successful engagements 
through the New England circuit. 
This company carry the necessary 
scenery and appointments for the 
successful production of their dramas 
and on this occasion will produce the 
rollicking Irish farce comedy entitled 
"The Irish Engagement" and "That 
Rascal Pat" as played by the cele
brated Irish comedian Joe Murphy. 
Between acts high class specialties 
will be introduced by the vaudeville 
section of the company.

THE ST. PATRICK’S NIGHT on- 
tortainment to be given under the 
auspices of the Young Irishmen’s L. 
and B. Association, in Her Majesty’s 
Theatre. Monday, March J8Lh, bids 
fair to be one of unusual excellence. 
In addition to the romantic Irish 
drama "My Geraldine,’’ to be put 
on by the dramatic section with a 
competent and well-drilled cast, there 
will be the very latest Irish music 
from the plays of Chaupcey Oicott 
ami Andrew Mack, including the lat- 
tar’s renowned and soul-stirring song 
"For Freedom and Fdr Ireland.”
Ihese will bo rendered by superior 

vocalists, and will be ojie of the 
features.

O. M. B. A.
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Prof. J. A. Fowler, the able and 
popular organist of St. Patrick's 
Church, with'his splendid choral or
ganization which achieved such a 
magnificent success on the occasion 
of its concert last year, will hold 
another similar event on the 28th 
of February, the last day of the pres
ent month. The genial and enthusi
astic organist of St. Patrick's has 
secured the services of the renowned 
Irish baritone, William Ludwig, to 
sing several of his well known Irish 
songs and ballads.

Great as has been the success of 
this widely known artist upon the 
operatic stage and in the domain of 
oratorio work, he takes more pride 
in the fact that he has been the hum
ble means of creating what one may 
justly term a n w school of Irish mu
sic. Prior ta his advent upon the 
concert stage, it can be asserted with 
truth that while the Irish people pos
sessed the richest store of music in 
Europe, very little of it was harmon
ized to suit the most prevalent voices 
among men—the baritone and bass. 
Ludwig, as thousands who have 
hoard him can testify, was the first 
to introduce in a manner worthy of 
their themes "The Boys of Wexford," 
"Tho Croppy Boy,” "Carroll Malo
ne," "Who Fears to Speak of ’98?" 
"The Rapportes," "The Lament for 
the Milesians," "My Mary Dear," 
"Finveh the Rover," "Our Own Lit
tle Isle.” "Billy Byrne of Ballynia- 
nus," ' The Priests of ’98," "Orange 
and Green," "Up with the fGreen 
Flag," "Twenty Men from Dublin 
Town," not to speak of his master
piece, "The Wearing of the Green." 
The melodies of Moore and the bal
lads of Lovci and other Irish song 
writers have been invested by him 
with a new meaning to students of 
Irish folk music. His supernal voice 
and marvelous phrasing of this class 
of Irish music has done more to pop
ularize it than any living artist.

During tho year of '98 Mr. Ludwig 
gave a series of Irish national con
certs throughout Ireland, England 
and Scotland, the programmes of 
which were selected from the songs 
and ballads of that famous year. 
They were of incalculable service to 
the Irish national cause, as they told 
the sad tale of Ireland’s wrongs in a 
manner that went direct to the heart.

The tickets are now in circulation 
and judging from the manner in 
which they are being disposed of 
William Ludwig and the St. Patrick's 
choral organization will have the 
honor of appearing before one of the 

tfch has ever fill-

tho
going to 

resign, men that arc to be appoint
ed to situations, Citizens that have 
got into difficulties with the author
ities—anything, everything, nnvbody 
everybody, it matters not—it is only 
a rumor, unfounded if you will, that 
can be contradicted to-morrow, and 
no harm can come of it. If there be 
anything more dishonest, more wor
thy of censure and of punishment, it 

open crime and slander.
Coming down from the general to 

the particular, we Catholics are too 
frequently given to circulate rumors 
—if not to invent them—especially 
when they concern the Church, the 
clergy, religion. It is rumored that 
such a priest is to be changed ; 
which, by the way is a bare false! 
hood. What can be the cause? Ah! 
we set to work speculating on the 
probable or possible reason for that 
which is not to take place. As a rule 
we go hunting for some fault. or 
short-coming in the jiricst. if we 
can detect one so much the better— 
it. will prop up the rumor, if 
cannot find one, then we must im
agine, or invent one, because tho 
rumor must not be let die nor must 
it be allowed to fail in its purpose.

And thus it is. all along the lino; 
private life, fkmily affairs, business 
concerns, professional secrets, eccle 
siasticnl movements, nothing is too 
sacred for rumor: it will intrude, like 
an evil spirit, into the sanctuary 
the death room, the most intimate 
meetings of associated persons ; it 
will pause neither on the threshold 
of enjoyment or at the door of mis
ery; it will spare none in its un
christian mission; it will blast hap
piness where it seems endowed with 
immortality; it will bring tears 
where the smile should be per
petual; it will break hearts and 
damn souls—for it cannot be seized 
upon, and it is endowed with im
punity.

The moment we hear or read that 
"it is rumored," we at

upwards of an hour answering th®
“wtv ?UoTl0n °' SOU,s awakened 
gy of ve^rs ,8 grace ,rom “>« Icthar- 
K„°; y®ars to a perception of Cath
olic truth. Often, too, have I been 
surprised at the intelligence o? t^S 
questions, and at the grasp of the
S^iicd'to h°ave!ntUitiït'' "hich «T 

*.Th®. Jame Priest tells of some of 
the difficulties he encountered in giv- 
>ng a mission in conjunction with 
ar*°*ker priest. He writes "the great- 
HnddlthC“tU1“ wcre each of nfohoy, 
tOno, U t opposition which sorno-
arv> ? With in th" mission
ary s work arising from distrust of novelty. We resolved to ask no Z 
instance from any person, but place

push on the work. Our success was 
the wonder of the locality. We gave 
during the season, twelve straight 
weeks of missions besides single 
talks, distributed 500 hooks, and 
Th* n.0t.ask a dolIar from anybody. 
Wn5Pwth IS,that’ though in most 
w 1 met opposition, it did not 
ast beyond the second lecture and 
n every place non-Catholics paid all 

local expenses."
When besides the ordinary difficul

ties of tho work the missionary frai»
dm,MPet f‘a ",’0ncy’ hia ’oil becomes 
doubly hard; but God is with him 
as in this last one, and ever under 
such unfortunate circumstance® 
cess 3 thC mis8ion a triumphant suc-

I’he fact of this eager demand on 
tho, part Of non-Catholies has com
pelled to organization of the non 
Catholic mission work. It is diffl- 
cult to explain our inactivity in 
view of this eager desire to know 
the truth. St. Paul once said “Woe 
pel 1 d° n0t proach the

once turn 
aside, with pity for the object of that 
rumor and contempt for the origin
ator of it.

MISSIONS TO NON-OATHO- 
LIOS.

The Catholic Missionary Union 
makes the statement that there are 
thirty priests in this country who 
are actively engaged in giving mis
sions to non-Catholics.

In view of the facts that there arc 
60,000,000 non-Catholics in this 
country, and that a very consider
able percentage of this people is 
eager to know the truth this num
ber seems ridiculously small. Yet 
five years ago there was not one 
priest who looked on this as his ex
clusive work. The movement practi
cally has only begun. The time will 
come when not 30 but 300 mission
aries will be actively engaged in this 
Apostolic work.

It is not always understood by 
people, even those wcel disposed, how 
truly Apostolic the work of the non- 
Catholic missionary is. Jf, is Apos
tolic because, in his preaching, he 
visits parts of the country where the 
Catholic Church is only a name — 
where a priest is considered lo be 
some strange monster, where the 
most grotesque misrepresentations— 
partly foul, wholly idititic—are circu
lated concerning the Church and her 
ministers. It is exactly the kind of 
conditions which confronted Saint 
Paul when he stood face to face 
with the heathen Roman Empire. 
Telling of one of these villages 
where the people are truly pagan a 
missionary says : "Here was a com
munity that never had a resident 
Catholic pastor; to which little or 
nothing of the Catholic Church was 
known; in which the Catholic popu
lation wc.s smaller than that of any 
of the sects. Now to present the 
teaching of the Church to even a 
few people in such a community is 
bound to have a lasting effect for 
the good of religion. A large amount 
of Catholic literature was distribut
ed. and the eagerness with v hich 
books and pamphlets were sought 
was, perhaps, tho most encouraging 
feature of the week.

The eagerness to learn, to hear 
the truth which this missionary 
speaks of is the phenomenon noticed 
by every one who has had anything 
to do with hon-tiatholic missions. 
This is mildly put by anoth?r priest 
who has given up his life to preach
ing the faith among Protestants. 
"Although," ho says, "I had thought 
myself well acquainted With the 
non-Catholic character I was amaz
ed, I confess, at the reception which 
1 received in notoriously Protestant 
towns. The really greedy eagerness— 
likci famishing children— with which 
tho people grasped at the truth 
touched me to the heart Not once 
have I ever delivered a lecture to 

■ that 1 have not been 
forced to hold an informal reception 
in the hall afterwards, often ‘

O. R DEVLIN AT 8AT7LT STB 
MARIE.

From our contemporary •• Uniied 
Canada )w* clip tho following re- 
ï°rt ?" ®|otlucnt speech delivered 
by Mr. C. It. Devlin, our immigra
tion Commissioner in Ireland, on the 
occasion of his recent visit to Sault 
i>te. Marie. While there In- was the 
guest of Doctor Ennis, n prominent 
Irishman, whose people still reside 
in Dublin. The Ancient Order of Ifi- 
bernions and the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
of the same order took occasion of 
Mia Devlin s visit to tender him 
a banquet. Addresses were presented 
with the request that Mr. Devlin 
should tell them how mutters stood 
m Ireland. In reply, the Irish Com
missioner dealt with the political si- 
tuation in Ireland.

He expressed his pride and aston
ishment at the marvellous growth 
and expansion on the Canadian side 
of the Sault. In his opinion the stu- 
tus of the Irishman in Canada and 
the States was a very high one. 
While they were doing so much on 
this side to preserve the principle* 
of Irish faith and nationality, they 
must not forget that the chief work 
was being done on the other side 
of the Atlantic where—thank God — 
there was a United Ireland with one 
leader, one party, one policy. Mr. 
Devlin fully explained the great Irish 
programme and policy, hut he dwelt 
moro particularly on three points • 
1st, the right of legislative action 
and freedom; 2nd the land for the 
people; 3rd the necessity of a Cath
olic University. Every one present 
agreed with him that to-day as ever 
it was an absurdity that the domes
tic laws of Ireland should be enacted 
at Westminster ns well as an insult 
to the Irish race. The truth was this 
that a small minority ruled a great 
majority, and that the old spirit of 
domination and ascendency was as 
strong as ever. With respect to the 
land question, the situation was an 
unjust one, and did it exist in Can
ada or the States public opinion 
would quickly crush it.

On the subject of a Catholic Uni
versity, the demand of the bishops 
and the people was clear The ad
vantages of university training were 
refused Catholics. During the lost 
year the justice of this demand was 
admitted by Mr. Balfour and by the 
present Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
but tho government took no action 
out of deference to the insolence of 
the North. There was work to be 
done by the National port y. " My
hope, concludes the speaker, is that 
you will promptly help the Irish 
Party. Without funds little can be 
done, and it is only fair that our 
Irish leaders should receive the sup
port of the Irish people throughout 
the world. I have a suggestion to 
make, and it is this, that when you 
celebrate on St. Patrick’s night next 
the great festival of your national
ity, the great triumphs of the old 
land, that you ladles and gentlemen, 
that indeed Irish societies through
out the world will devote a portion 
of the proceeds to the fund which 
has been established to maintain the 
fight, and the treasurers of which 
are sudh men as the Bishop of Rn- 
phoe and Mr. Redmond.

Mr. Devlin was repeatedly cheered. 
Short and telling speeches were also 
delivered by Rev. O. B. Devlin. S.
J., Mr. O’Neil, Doctor Ennis and 
others.

During his stay Mr. Pcvlin mot 
many prominent Irishmen and visit
ed some of the great works in pro
gress at the Sault.

RECENT DEATHS.

There died at the Hotel Dieu Hos
pital on flan. 30th Miss Katherine 
Casey, a member of the Ladies’ Aux
iliary A.O.H., No. 1, and who van 
for a number of years in the employ 
of Mr. M. Lynch, McGill St. She 
had been suffering for several months 
from heart disease and one week pre
vious to her demise she returned to 
the above institution to which she 
had been s< long confined, with a 
severe attack of pneumonia, which 
terminated in her death. She endur
ed her sufferings with Christian res
ignation and departed this life forti
fied by the rights of our holy reli
gion. As the deceased had no rela
tives in the city, her funeral was ar
ranged and attended by the members 
of the Division to which she belong
ed. The organization has lost un 
exemplary member and faithful work
er and we all join in the pray< r 
oür Holy Mother, the Church—R I i'.
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