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Book Review

A S RIS

«THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY AND ITS RELA-
TION TO LIFE; By A. G. Tansley. Pp. 283.
New York, Dodd Mead and Co.

N order to pass an opinion in the interests of

I thor, I have read the book from cover to cover,

“Clarion” readers, and in fairness to its au-

3 handy volume and well printed.

[t seems, unfortunately, Tansley has practically
ignored method altogether. T don't think his work
can be called a “New Psychology.” He might have
jollowed the old discarded metaphysical mode of
peasoning, which met death when science demon-
strated the principle of the conservation of energy
and left no*room for spirit and matter apart from it,
put which some dogmatic the‘ologians still pursue.
[ don't accuse Tansley of it; he is above it He
might have pursued the so-called scientific method
of induction and deduction, of formal logic, method
of observation, classification, experimentation and
interpretation. His book is not untrammelled with
metaphysical presentation, but it is not intolerable
reading. Tansley does not go into the painstaking
work Mvolved in the subject; his attempt in this di-
cection is lacking.

The only scientific method that guarantees accur-
acv and uniailing soundness in results with respect
1o finding of ptinciples and laws, “the dialectics” or
the dialectic method, application whereof in the
Geld of economics, politics, sociology and philo-

unconsciously and in conflict with each other func-
tion independently in the same organism, and if no

balance was restored all abnormalities like Hysteria,
melancholia, ete, play havoc to the life of the person.

This is a fair account of the phenomena, and
Prince Morton in his valuable work “The Uncon-
scious,” has firmly established the truth of the prin-
ciple by psychoanalysing a number of cases. But
psychology, to be of value as a science, needs “dia-
lectics” applied to it.

The psychic segregation and displacement, to
speak in Tansley’s terminology, necessarily and in-
separably involves the problem—“the psychic integ-
ration and equilibrium.” In other words, synthet-
ically, the problem is about the process of the or-
zanization of mind with respect to its functions,
structure, form and content, with a view to its unity.

Tansley could have added to the value of his
work if a systematic enquiry were made and general-
iations drawn on the unity of the mind process. On
the subject of instinct, emphasis made by Tansley
is mainly on sex, herd and ego, by devoting a chap-
ter to each, while others have been given just a
courtesy. Opening sentence of chapter 16 reads as
follows:

“It is a fundamental tenet of the New Psych-
ology that all actions and connations leading

to them are motived by and gain energy from’

instinctive sources.”

This tenet of his so-called New Psychology is only

| g

THE FAR EASTERN REPUBLIE

While the Japanese Crown Prince tours the cap-
itals of Europe, and Russian Monarchists hold 2
conference at Reichenall, in Bavaria, a Tsarist flag
flies over Vladivostok, and details come in of Jap-
anese plans to establish in Siberia a chain of buffer
States between Soviet Russia and that future Jap-
anes¢ colony—China.

The commencement of that chain must be the Far
Eastern Republic, which from its capital at Chita,
has been endeavoring to secure order at home and
peace abroad. The first of these irreproachable ob-
jects would entail the dispersion of the remnants of
tha Tsarist troops scattered over the vast distances
of Eastern Siberia. Yet more delicate a task would
be the securing of the withdrawal of Japanese for'ces
which are occupying the seaboard northwards from
Vladivostok, “to maintain order and protect Japan-
ese subjects.” But the negotiations with Japan have
made no progress. If they had no more positive
aims the Japanese would stay to keep the Americans
out.

The Republic of the Far East is not Bolshevik.
It has a Constituent Assembly elected in March on
a basis of universal suffrage, in which the peasant

_party outnumbers the Communists twice over. What

more watural than that it shoudld seek the blessing
of our Government? Its Foreign Minister telegraph-
ed, accordingly, to the British Foreign Office de-

_ manding recognition.

It made a similar request to the Chinese Govera-
ment, and friendly relations are in the course of es-

a hali-truth, if not altogether perverse, in as much . ablishment: To the annoyance of Japan, it ceded
as the characteristics of instincts, applied and re- Kamtschatka to Soviet Russia, receiving in return a
lated to the life activities of an organism are not |5,y of five milliards of roubles, to be repaid in goods
fully placed in their bearings of human society. In-  yithin fiveyears:
stincts have a genesis, a pedigree, a periodicity of  Qur ally is interested in fisheries in Kamtschatka,
life. as much as a pig. Instincts are products of [is Press protested against the cession to Russia,
life activity and are generated arourid some innate ;.4 threatened seizure of the territory by force.
; tendendcies like seeking of satisfaction, etc., which gemenov, the Tsarist “Commander in Chief of the
“The aim is to present a picture vaguely, ,re prior to instincts and are connoted to life. In- .o of the Far East,” was recently in Tokio, dis-
sketched in some parts, almost blank in others, ;ince and the principle of intelligence are allied and .y ging with the Japanese Government the measures
but it is hq)ed not too much out of dravnnz' co-existent in life phenomen‘. to be taken against the Far Eastern Republic.
(P, 135 . In present day society, instinct of workmanship, At thc.end of May an antt:Bolshevxk revolution ‘
With all the want of a system, very interesting - “construction” as the author &lls it; abnormally o carried through at Viadivostok; the japantse
features of the psychological problem have been de- g1l the mental content of the working class. Any were more than benevolent spetators, and are po-
veloped in places. kind of work or a job for wages, enough to main- licing the town. With th.c co-operattion of Sem-
“ " . senced in un- tain their life, motivate their actions and the con- enov.thc Japanese_have gained tl.xe_ mastery‘d th‘
The difficulty that is expenen tions leading to them. On the other hand, ac- Russian Amur territory. The Chita Governmeat 18
ravelling the intricate skein of mental struc- nations 2 g 2o s ot,:cupy caught between the Tsarist Ungern on its West.
ture and disposition is due to two causes. (l.) ?:U'!::‘t;‘:wp;f :;1 ; "Y‘:‘”ta i Anyykind PY 0 Semenov and his (and our) Allies on e Riat.
Fiest and mons "‘3"“““" e facttu::t :::;:: s::in——proﬁts.. exploitation, seizure— motivate their The Russian counter-revolution is well on the way
::rmnxz:;'“z‘::::‘go;::&. our reason actions and the connations leading to such actions, 'O re-establishing a base for new operations. There

. % SR ) is talk of transporting the - Wrangel = remnaants to
have been developed for quite other purpofes Byt innate tendencies inherent in fife are seeking y/jadivostok.
to enable us to maintain ourselves 1n vos

the , balance; intelligence is pressed into its functions, A Reval telegram states that the Soviet forces are
world we live in, and not to help us to PeRc"  modifying the incongruities and unhealthy function-  p,eing concentrated to face the Siberian threat, and
trate the secrets of our own minds. (2) The jng of instincts so as to restore the conservation of _4q< it may be only for picturesqueness, that Trot-
fact that there are parts of our mind of which 1 life of the human species; in other words ,to re- iy js proceeding to the Eastern “front.”
we will not, or in some cascs cannot, TeCOf- opstruct the social order, looked forward to by the Meanwhile, it is an awkward circumstance -that

e the existence, because they conflict With /oy clags, although primarily in their OWR  the Viadivostok revolution, however much it may
0“‘?" parts "hidl we have 000‘: to ” interests, but in reality by abolishing classes in the 1. . peen engineered by Tsarists—and it was en-
%‘; T s interests of human society. enthusiastically welcomed by the Tsarists in ses-
: .. Pri H There are very interesting and pregnant thoughts sion at Reichenhall—was not carried through by
This is S 106 %, | Dermeon. M?rmn : nnc::. " as well as expressions in Tansley's work on the gen- the population from any desire for the blessings of
W. Carr, Janet, Freud, Jung, etc. ' o TR ctal questions of psychology, bringing out a good Tsardom. Relations between the provisional Gov-
pathological investigations have formulated enough perspective in places. There is an uniqtlxe presént- ernment and Semenov are thus not.easy to estab-
data to confirm the above that they are demon- PEFE L C0 T em. The book no doubt would lish. A telegram from Chita published in “Human-
strable Tagth . repay the perusal. Onme who is not a psychologist ite” describes the position a week ago. Gengral .
Respectable psychologists may find now that thelr =14 4o better, however, by acquainting himself Semenov inspires so little confidence in the popula-
books on psychology, i.e., their text books. other- with the principles of psychology from a text book tion that on his arrival at Vladivostok the\reaction-
wise standard works built on facts, thoroughly s¥S= e one by Professor McDougall, Pillsbury or Tich- ary Government—which no doubt only wishes that
tematic, with a fair degree of qualitative and quanti- . ond thus, after getting the essential ground- it could openly join forces with him—was compell-
tative determination which secured psychology & . u and a system of the human mind, if he reads ed to issue a statement that the General’s visit was
place in the galaxy of exact sciences, have to be 1€ . ley’s New Psychology he will by introspection a chance one, and that he would shortly be leaving
vised, embodying these characteristics of the un= .. .o mind identify the contents of both, as in ones the town.
conscious, to maintain the repuation of psycho- o imind alone is found the ground and means of The British journals in Pekin are demanding a
logical science. ' Jdirectly corroborating psychological truths. The clear statement of Japan's attitude to the Vladivos-
Tansley, in chap. 14, pp. 141-153 elaborates this whole 1?roblem .of ps?-cholog)', ex?mssod in dialectic tok ad.venturei)l'.l‘h: Pekin repre:e::ativ? of tAhe :‘ar
quotation under the heading of «Pgychical Segre- terms, 13 contained in the following s'entence by H. Eastern Republic a8 sent to. the American Ambas-
gation and Displacement.” The main idea is that W. Carr in «The Problem of Truth,” p. 15. “Con- sador A Note p.rotestmg against tl.xe Japanese sup-
in the functioning of human minds at the urge of an sciousness and life are, in this respect, one and the port ol the White Guards, and asking the American
. ibi due same. Consciousness as the unity of knowing and (Government to demand that Japan shall evacnate
JRESTIN T futael o M ing i ing.” H. RAHIM. the territory of the Far Eastern Republic.—Labor
amount of mental energy is commandeered, and acting 13 a becoming. . RAHIM. ry ] ;

. : g i 02 Leader.
sometimes mental content splits up into parts which

wophy by Marx and Engels yielded them such stu-
pendous discoveries of laws of social phenomena, as
the Socialist and other schools well know, is not at-
tended to in the above work. But Tansley honestly
makes no claim to a system of systematic enquiry in
psychology. The following quotation from his book
is self-explanatory :
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