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1i AIinvariably unsound, in the one instance develop
ing ringbone or fcttvrbone, the other sire's stock 
develo,,mg spavin. Probably ninety per cent, of 
the colts from each of these stallions were 
sound at seven years old ; the remaining ten per 
cent, were exceptionally good.

I would like to know 
upon the Thoroughbred 
making a trial this
stallion yet would not like to take the 
bility of spoiling the horse 
the Thoroughbred is 
ness.

Blind Staggers. LIVE STOCK.The Florida Experiment Station is responsible
F. Dawson,

he
for the following bulletin, by <J. 
State Veterinarian :if SOIun- Our Scottish Letter. ha i

m Forage poisoning, otherwise known under the 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, grass staggers, 

or blind staggers, is a disease 
dicates, caused by

eqiSince I last wrote there has been a f 
evidence of the extraordinary boom in Short h 
cattle. At the Birmingham sale, the 

Poisonous plants, or, more Americans were again active, and prices 
strictly speaking, by diseased forage, such as fer- high ; 850 gs., or $4,462, 
menting grains and hay, or by grasses which have 
matted together near the ground and become 
mouldy. Sour or mouldy silage has also 
duced the disease, as has also stagnant pond 
water in which vegetation is decomposing. Mouldy 
or worm-eaten corn has also come in for its share 
of blame as a cause, 
of all ages alike.

The symptoms are as variable as the cause, 
and, according to thojr nature, xve recognize three 
types of disease. In the first type—the most 
rapidly fatal—there occurs a weak, staggering 
gait partial or complete paralysis of the throat, 
blindness, twitching of the muscles, and no fever, 
as a rule. The animal soon goes down, becomes 
delirious, and goes through the movements of 
walking, trotting or running while on its side.
I his stage is soon succeeded by deep coma, and 
the annual quietly expires in a few hours from the 
onset of the disease. The second type is first 
manifested by slowness in chewing, partial inahil 
lty to swallow, and weakness in the 
is no pain or fever, 
are about normal, 
exists.
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a Thoroughbred southseason of
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was the highest Heure
but others were 750 gs., 450 gs., 400 gs., 380 
and 200 gs. The Scots type was again the 
orite, the highest-priced bull having been bred bv 
Mr. James Durno. It is said that one Aberdeenshire 
tenant-farmer has this year got as much for 
bull calves "as would enable him to purchase 
farm outright. Unfortunately, our land laws 
not enable a farmer to do anything of this kind 
but perhaps before long this may be altered ami 
the man who is able to buy may be put into u 
position to negotiate for purchase with the man 
who is meantime very anxious to sell, but cannot 
as the law stands, do so.

Connected with the breeding of cattle, wo 
having rather lively times over the proposal 
amend the Cattle liseuses Act of 1896, in favor 
of Canada. Mr. aims, one of the members for 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, has put down a bill for second 
reading on Friday, April 6th, the contents of 
which are calculated to embarrass the Govern
ment, some of the members of which rather trilled 
with the subject when in ' opposition. Meantime 
Lord Carrington has been inundated with peti
tions and deputations, and has given a very 
broad hint to all and sundry that the Government 
is to be guided by its veterinary experts and will 
decide the question solely from the standpoint of 
vhat may be necessary for the protection of 
herds and flocks in this country from disease The 
deputation in favor of the maintenance of the 
status quo was one of the largest ever seen with
in the precincts of Westminster, and it was 
wholly agricultural. Meantime, 
meetings in favor of maintaining the status quo 
have been held in Perth. Aberdeen, Stirling and 
other centers in Scotland The English farmers 
'Wth the exception of a section in Norfolk, are 
unanimous in their opposition to Mr. Cairns’ hill 

receives some support in Scotland from farmers 
n hue lorfar, Aberdeen, Kincardine, Perth an,I 

East Lothian. Otherwise, Scotland is as solid 
gainst the hill as England. Mr. Duthie, Mr 

■ onion of Newton, and the other leaders 
Shorthorn world, are active in opposition to any 
alteration of the existing law. The attitude is
we mitht", r:;w<;a,v : wc know wi,,,-,;

™ pht 1 tho ,aw were changed "
culture ,i<In!‘SSi°n h<‘re is that lh<‘ Board of Agri- 
Status nun "" In llH resolution to maintain the 
st ",s quo, that Lord Carrington 
diflu ulty m finding 
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Prospects for Shire Horses.
As far as I 

formation which 
Sir P. Albert Muntz,
Journal, the Shire-horse 

more vitality 
the future than 
1 base

IS
IF

can judge from all the 
comes under

varied in-
my notice, writes 

in the London Live-stock 
trade has6#V

tail. There 
The breathing and pulse 

a slight constipation 
or three days the animal re

covers, or all the foregoing symptoms are increas- 
ed in severity. The throat paralysis is com
plete. the gait uncertain, coma or sleepiness ap
pears, the pulse is weak and slow, the breathing
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home or abroad. All that Shi™ i V at 
»>ave «o do is to keep that horse-breed

view, and by that means, there is 
they should not, with intelligence 
anee, secure a practical 
breed of the 
world.
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A Good Type of the English Shire Horse.and

is labored. Delirium now develops, the
goes down, the spine becomes rigid,

■ cramping of the neck and jaws, 
about a week

Clipping Promotes Comfort animal
and Thrift. and there is

The clipping of horses 
to which

Death Filipoccurs inin spring is a practice 
... a Ial'ge number of people have i

obliged to reconcile their judgment te . b(‘en

beings are most susceptible to weather vicissi 
tudes, and when expert medical authorities 
unanimously against discontinuance 
clothing, the fact stands 
are less

or ten days in these cases 
In the third, or mild, type, the control of the 

limbs and tail is only slightly affected, 
ability to swallow is not lost 
pain, or unconscious movements, 
shows improvement in four 
I> recox cring.
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thrive better , C°'ds and Sla'h affections, 
thrive better, and, if properly blanketed
to suffer less discomfort 
mates.

in some cases of the disease, spinal paralysis 
IS the most prominent symptom, while m others 
it may tie difficulty in swallowing that 
most attention.
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. .. than their unclipped

a hard A, c,lPPed horse dries out rapidly after 
a hard day s work, and will rest comfortably 
be refreshed for the work the following day' 
unclipped horse is liable to catch the "heaves 
pneumoma and all sorts of colds, rheumatism! 
etc. More especially is this 
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t tIn mild cases there are no notable
nervous system. In others 

note considerable liquid in the brain 
cord cavities, and distention 
i n the severest

1‘‘presents the Boardso in the earl\ 
is long and he is 

If worked hard he will perspire freelx 
and the moisture will be held by his long hair' 
and the food that should go to nourish him will 
he used to replenish the heat that is being 

from his body
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If clipped, the perspiration w ill 

as soon as secreted, and, when 
put in the stable, lie rests comfortably, and his 
food does him good.

Some years ago the Buffalo Street Car Com
pany tested the value of clipping in the following 
manner : 'I hex ow n* 500 horses, and 250 of
these were clipped ea y in the spring, and 250 
were not clipped A careful record was kept of 
1 hr results, and it was found that of the 250 un- 

pp.-d hui ses 1 ad were afflicted with coughs and 
puenmoma. while of the 1250 clipped, not 
UJ - 1 •" as rv]>ortt‘(t.

tonly to call atten- 
causes ol this disease, so that owners 

ll be more careful to provide their 
pu re lood and drinking water.

[Note. No treatment is given, presumably for 
the reason that it should be attempted only by a 
most expert veterinarian.—Editor.]
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!Likes It Better Every Week.
I like "The Farmer's Advocate " better every 

week, and believe it to be the best agricultural 
Paper in ( anada. Success. 
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