
10 THE BULLFROG
THE MURDER OF THE McKEANS.

By Dk Qi'inciy.
The seem* of this murder wns at a rustie inn, some few miles (I 

think) from Manchester; mid the advantageous eimalion of this inn it 
was, ont of which arose tie' twofold temptations of the ease. General­
ly * peaking, an inn argues, of course, a close cincture of neighlwrs—- 
as the original motive fur opening such an establishment. But, in 
this ease, the house individually was solitary, -o that no interruption 
was to be looked for from any person* living within reach of scream* : 
and yet, on the other hand, the circumjacent vicinity was eminently 
populous ; a* one consequence of which, a benefit club had established 

weekly rendezvous in this inn, and left the peculiar accumulations 
in their club-room, under the custody of the landlord. This fund 
arose often to a considerable amount, liftv or seventy pounds before it 
was transferred to the hands of a banker Here, tnerefore, was a 
treasure worth some little risk, and a situation that promised next to 
none. These attractive circumstance* had. by accident, become ac­
curately known to one or Itoth of the two M'Kcans; ami, unfortunately, 
at a moment of overwhelming misfortune to themselves. They were 
hawkers ; and, until lately, had I tome most resjiectablo characters : 
but some mercantile crash had overtaken them with utter ruin, in 
which their joint capital had been sw allowed up to the last shilling. 
This sudden prostration had made them desperate : their own little 
property lmd been swallowed up in a large witil catastrophe, and 
society at large they looked upon a- iveuuntable to them for a robbery. 
In preying, therefore, upon society, they considered themselves as 
pursuing a wild natural justice of retaliation* The money aimed at 
did certainly assntnc the character of public monev, la*ing the product 
of many separate subscriptions. They forgot, however, that in the 
murderous acts, which too certainly they meditated as preliminaries to 
the robbery, they could plead no such imaginary social precedent. In 
dealing with a family that scented almost helpless, if all went smoothly, 
they relied entirely upon their own liodily strength. They were 
stout voting men, twenty.eight to thirty-two years old; somewhat 
undersized as to height : but squarely built, decp-chestcd, broad- 
shouldered, nud so beautifully formed, as regarded the symmetry of 
their limbs and their articulations, tlmt, after their execution, the 
bodies were privately exhibited by the surgeons ut the Manchester 
Infirmary, us objects of statuesque interest. On the other hand, the 
household which they promised to attack consisted of tlio following 
lour persons;—|. the landlord, a stoutish farmer—but him they in­
tended to disable bv a trick then newly introduced amongst robbers, 
and termed horusttiifj, i. clandestinely drugging the liquor of the 
victim with laudanum : V. the landlord's wife; 3. a voting servant 
woman ; 4. a hoy, twelve or fourteen years old. The danger was, 
that out of four persons, scattered by possibility over a house which 
had two separate exits, one at least might escape, and hv lietter ac­
quaintance with the adjacent paths, might sneered in giving an alarm 
to so ni a of the houses a furlong distant- Their final resolution was, 
to In; guided by circumstance* a- to the mode of conducting the 
affair ; and yet, as it seemed essential to success that they should 
assume the air of strangers to each other, it wns necessary that they 
should preconcert some general outline of their plan ; since it would 
on this scheme be impo -ihle, without awaking violent suspicion-, to 
make any communications under the eyes of the family. This out­
line included, at the least, tine murder: so much was settled; but, 
otherwise, their subsequent proceedings male it evident tlmt they 
wished to have as little bloodshed in was consistent with their final 
object. Un the appointed day. tlry presented themselves separately 
at the rustic inn. and at different hours. One came a* early a* four 
o'clock in tlio afternoon ; the other not until half.past seven. They 
saluted each other distantly and shyly ; and, though occasionally 
exchanging a few word* in the characte r of strangers, did not seem 
disposed to any familiar intcrconr-c. With the landlord, however, on 
hi* return about eight o'clock from Manchester, one of the brothers 
entered into a lively conversation ; invited him to take a tumbler of 
pnneh : and, at a moment when the land lord's absence from the room 
allowed it, poured into the punch a spoonful of laudanum. Some 
time after this, the clock struck ten ; upon which the elder MTv un, 
professing to he weary, asked to be shown up to his bedrouin ; lor each 
brother, immediately on arriving, had engaged n lied. Oil this, the 
poor servant girl had presented herself with a lied-candle to light him 
up-stairs. At ibis critical moment the family were distributed thus ;— 
the landlord, stupefied with the horrid narcotic which he lmd drunk, 
had retired to a private room adjoining the public room, for the pur­
pose of roelining ujmui a sofa; and lie, luckily for his own safety, wns 
looked upon as entirely incapacitated for action. The landlady wna 
occupied with her husband. And thus the younger M*Kean was left 
alone in the public room. He ruse, therefore, softlv, and placed him­
self at the foot of the stairs which his brother had just ascended, so as 
to lie sure of intercepting any fugitive from the bed-room above. In­
to that room the elder M'Renn was ushered by the servant, who 
pointed to two bed*—one of which was already half occupied by the 
law, and the other empty; in these, she intimated that the two 
strangers must dispose of themselves for tin- night, according to any 
arrangement tlmt they might agree upon. Saying this, she presented 
him with the candle, which he in a moment placed upon the table ; 
and, intercepting her retreat from the room threw hie arm round her 
neck with a gesture as though lie meant to kiss her. This was 
evidently what she herself anticipated, and endeavored to prevent. 
Her horror nmv lie imagined, when she tclt the |ierfidious hand that 
clasped her neck armed with a razor, and violently cutting her throat. 
Rho was hardly able to utter one scream, before she sank powerless 
ujMin the floor. This dreadful s|K*ctacle was witnessed by the boy, 
who was not asleep, but had presence of mind enough instantly to 
close his eyes. The murderer advanced hastily to the bed, and 
anxiously examined the expression of the boy’s features : satisfied he 
was not, and lie then placed bis hand upon the boy’* heart, in order to 
judge bv its beatings whether lie were agitated or not. This was a 
dreadfui trial : and no doubt the counterfeit sleep would immediately 
have lieen detected, when suddenly a dreadf.il ejiectacle drew off the 
attention of the murderer. Solemnly, and in ghostly silence, uprose

j in her dying delirium the murdered girl ; she stood upright, she 
1 walked steadily for a moment or two, she lient her steps toward-1|,0 
|-floor. I’hv murderer turned away to pursue her; and at tlmt m,,.
! ment the boy, feeling that hi- one Military chance was to fly while thi« 
i scene was in progress, Isnindcd out of Iwd. On tin- lauding ui the 
j head of tin- stair- was one murderer, at the fool of the stairs was the 

other : who could believe tlmt the lioy had the shadow of a chance Ibr 
escaping ? And vet, in the most natural way, lie surmounted all 
hindrances. In the boy's horror, lie laid his left liimd on the balustrade, 
mid took a flying leap over it. w hich landed him at the bottom of the 
stairs, without having touched a single stair, lie had thus etleetuullv 

, passed one of the murderers: the other, it is true, was still to là* 
passed ; and this would have been inqsissible but for a sudden incident.

; Tlio landlady laid been alarmed by the faint scream of the young 
! woman ; had hurried from her private [room to the girl’s assis tun oe; 

but at the foot of the stairs had been intercepted by the younger 
brother, and w as at this moment : niggling with him. The confusion 
of this lile-aiid-dcutli conflict bad allowed the but to whirl past them, 
Luckily lie took a turn into a kitchen, out of which was a back-door, 
fastened by u single bolt, that ran freely at a touch ; and through this 
door he rushed into the ojten fields. But at this moment the elder 
brother was set free lor pursuit by the death of the poor girl. There 

I i- no doubt, that in her delirium, the image moving through |„ r 
• thoughts wns that of the club, which met once a we k. She fancied it 
I no doubt sitting ; and to this room, for help and for safety she sm,- 

gered along ; she entered it, and within the doorway once more elm 
! dropped down, and instantly expired. Her murderer, who had fob 
i lowed her closely, now saw himself set at liberty for the pursuit of tlm 

buy. At ibis critical moment, all was ut stake ; unless the hoy were 
i caught, the entorpri-o wn* ruined. He passed his brother, therefore, 

and ilie landlady without pausing, and rushed through the open door 
i into the fields. By n single second, perhaps, lie was too late. The 
j buy was keenly aware, tlmt if lie continued in sight, he would have no 
' chance of escaping fn m a powerful young man. He made, therefore, 
at once for a ditch, into which Ik tumbled headlong. Had the murderer 
ventured to make a leisurely examination of the nearest ditch, liu 

1 would easily have fourni the l*»v—made so conspicuous by his white 
' shirt. But lie lost all heart, iijam failing at once to arrest the boy’s 
: flight. And every succeeding second made his despair the greater. ’ If 
I the boy lmd really effected his escape to the neighUiring farm-house, n 
! party of men might lie gathered within five minutes; and already it 
| might have become difficult for himself and his brother, unaequaintetl 
j w ith tlio field paths, to evade living intercepted. Nothing remained,
| therefore, but to summon bis brother away. Thus it lmp|>emd that 
! the landlady, though mangled, escaped with life, and eventually 
I recovered. The landlord owed his safety to the stupefying potion, 
j And the baffled murderers lmd tin* misery of knowing tlmt their dread­

ful rrime lmd lievn altogether profitless". The road, indeed, was now 
i open to the rluh-room; and. probably, forty second* would have 

sufficed to carry oil" the I six of treasure, which afterwards might have 
i been burst open and pillaged at leisure. But the fear of intercepting 

enemies was mo strongly upon lbum ; and they tied rapidly by a road 
j which carried them uctuullv within six feet of the lurking boy. That 
! night they passed through Manchester. When daylight returned, tin y 
' slept in a thicket twenty mile- distant from the scene of their guilty 
' attempt, t tn the second and third nights, they pursued their march 

on foot, resting again during the day. About *tmri»e on tin* fourth 
morning, they were entering some village near Kirhv Lonsdale, in 
Westmoreland They must have designedly quitted the direct line of 

i route; fur their object was Ayrshire, of "which county they were 
natives; and the regular mud would have led them through Simp,

! l'ctirith, Carlisle. Probably they were seeking to elude the persecution 
I of the -tage-vom he-, which, for iln* h st thirty hours, lmd been scatter- 
I iug at all tin* inns and road-side vnl.<ireti hand-hills describing their 
; persons and dress. It happened (perhaps through design) that on this 

fourth morning they had separated, so as to enter the village tea 
minutes apart from each other. They were exhausted and footsore, 
la this condition it wn- easy to stop them. A blacksmith bail silently 
iwonnoitrod them, and compared their appearance with the dcscrip- 

j lion of th ■ hand-bills. They were then easily overtaken, and separate­
ly arrested. Their trial and condemnation "speedily followed nt Lan- 

j caster ; ami In those days it followed, of course, that they were exe-

Adifrtisfmrnts.
Dublin International Exhibition

I allies wishing In Exhibit Raw or Manufactured Articles are ex|iecteit lu 
make arretigeineiit with Hie « ommlttee before tin- 14tli of I ehruaav . Our 
-pare living limited, no application li r the admission of Manufactured Articles 
ran lie received ut a later | i-rli d < imirilnition- ot I uinling, Photography, 
Manufacture* of W out and Max, Leather, laiicvîWood-, fcr., &r„ solicited.

' H 111i.NKV.MAN, See.

CKXTLBMR.VN FI IlMSHIXN SHOP,

UNITED SERVICE DEPOT,
(iF.t)KUE STREET.

OPPOSITE THE NORTH END OK THE PROVINCE ItL'ILDINti. 
Where the largest anti bt**! assorted stork of Furnishing Good* In llivTown 1« 
always to !»• found. <Hir good» are so well know n, from the reputation already 
mado hv tills Shop, that the imh-rriher considers it unnecessary to enlarge 
or dwefl longer ti|>oii the excellence and variety of his Mock. Suffice it to say 
that in the future no efforts will !»• spared to keep up with, and supply the 
w ant* of our many customer* and friends.

F. C- ELLIOT,
tVStrnnger* particularly will please observe that this Shop ha* no con­

nection with any other warehouse. 1 y

Albert Gem Biscuits.
TIIF. Suheerlb r- having lieen appointed Agent* for the Sale of the Ai.nyr.T 

Gum Iti-x'i'iT, have Just received hv Mall Xtr. " Africa," a supply in small tin*, 
which they oiler for sale at a very low price.

These biscuits arc supplied to thv Koval Family and many of the Nobility el 
England. lOltl'LY ft ÜTIHPNQN.


