
MISS .BOBBY
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Ob, bow the sunbeams danced 
“M?1 tbe lilac trees down by 

little iron gate that seemed to 
4ee longing eyes tbe bar, or, 

strictly speaking, the six iron 
bars, which shut her in from the 
**■6 baved street and noisy, happy 
strwt arabe! No one knew how 

poor Bobby rebelled against 
wise hut inexorable laws which 

"amms bad enforced when a few 
Weses before, the family had moved 
ta this suburban villa of a large ma- 
selaeturing town in England. -Now, 
children, she had said, “you may 
have full scope In the garden, but po­
sitively must not go outside the 
gate.

At first this decree seetned very 
case, and the little enclosure was a 
veritable garden of Eden, each one 
following tbe dicutes of hie or her 
particular Unie, or lack of taste. 
Hobble s slot of ground was near the 
■”•» as in the garden of old, 
the temptation ctfne—to try, not the 
forbidden fruit, rbut the forbidden 

Bobbie’s Angers lingered caress- 
ovsr the spring latch until a 

ure somewhat harder than before 
the spring and the gate swung 

open on Its hinges.
Vs will leave Bobby standing on the 

threshold of what seemed to bet free­
dom and happiness, and go back ele­
ven or twelve years to a chill gray- 
day in October, when Mr. and Mrs. 
Warrington were discussing a suitable 
name lor their new-born babe. Mrs. 
Warrington was ol a classical turn, 
and suggested many names of length, 
strength and Beauty, Mr. Warrington 
had spent many years in the iron 
trade and suggeeted names that 
sounded very much like Manganese, 
Pyrites, etc., etc., that his wife pro­
tested, and the discussion ended by 
Mr. Warrington declaring that he 
fully intended her to hare been a boy 
aod he should call her Hobby until 

" » grew to suit a name. Grandma 
had pleaded for “Mary,” her own 
name, but mamma vetoed that as 
being too much like the little Ca­
tholic children, for, though neithee 
Mr. and Mrs. Warrington were pre­
judiced, they knew very little of Ca­
tholic faith and practises. They were 
somewhat Broad tiiurch people, car­
ing more for living up to a high stan- 
dard of moral rectitude than for much 
church going and lengthy prayers. 
Mr. Warrington was singularly free 
from bigotry, and very often attend­
ed tbe Catholic Church when tbe mu­
sic was good. He also appreciated 
a good sermon, and not infrequently 
startled his Protestant friends and 
relatives by lauding the pure, unsel­
fish lives of priests, and making 
comparisons decidedly unfavorable to 
the clergymen of his own church, and 
specially to those of the dissenting 
sects, known among the lower class­
ics in England as “local preachers.” 
Freedom of thought, speech and ac­
tion were characteristic of the War­
rington household, and in this at­
mosphere Miss Bobby thrived won­
derfully well. * # #

But we must return to our Peri 
whom we left, not endeavoring to 
gain entrance within the gate, but 
meditating flight outside the portals. 
It still swings on its hinges, but 
Bobbie’s feet left its detaining bars 
far in the distance. At first a wave 
of shame and remorse passed over 
her, to think that mamma's orders 
had been disobeyed, but a sénsc of 
freedom, and the long vista of neat 
brick villas, drew Hobby with irre­
sistible force, and she trudged .stur­
dily on. Presently tbe hoflses ceas­
ed, building lots and detached residen­
ces took their place; at last a large 
walled building loomed pp. This set 
Bobby speculating. "It's not a fac­
tory, or steel works; ft’s too quiet; 
it looks like a church; and a good 
deal like a prison.’ The sudden 
pealing of an organ fell on her ear; 
so following the direction <>f the 
sound , she discovered an open door­
way, and as others were filing in 
Hobby bravely swallowed a 
choke of fear and passed m 
them. Involuntarily she gave a
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Under the School house

Far
Maine

up in Aroostook County, | 
stands a small log achool- 
The winter term did not 

1 begin as early aa usual last year, I 
aa the new stove which was need­
ed did not come until December HI*.

The new stove waa a success The 
boys bad crammed it with dry wood. 
How it roared! Miss McAndrews, 
the U-«u.-her, waa obliged to shut the 
drafV-fc.ide and rame a window. Aa 
yet no ashes had accumulated in the 
button, of the stove, and the sheet 
of xinc under it grew very hot. 
Soon tbe teacher was disturbed by 
a singular -noise—an indistinct sound 
as of some one snoring la a low 
key. “Who is that?” she asked.

All her pupils appeared to be wide 
awake, but tbe extraordinary sound 
continued. Do what she could, Mias 
McAndrews could not determine the 
placp of tbe noise. It was a strange, 

grumbling note, in deepest
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“Child loot, Child lost!" Yea, she 
is the one be describes, the "red 
dress" was decidedly bets; the 
“white pinafore” had undergone 
some slight modification in color, but 
the “sailor hat, probably worn oo the 
back ol the neck” and “boots minus 
a few buttons" were unmistakably 
hers, so she quietly walked up to 
the bell-man and said, "I’m found; 
please take me home.”

Of course, there waa great rejoicing 
over the returned prodigal, but no 
fatted calf was killed to celebrate.the 
return. A white robe, a somewhat 
lengthy address, followed by what the 

ildreti

snoring,

chi Wren usually designate a "prison 
banquet," or a minimum of bread 
with a maximum of coM water, mark­
ed the event.

The next day Mrs. Warrington talk­
ed long and seriously with the delin­
quent, and then listened to Bobbie’s 
explanation and account of what she 
had seen and heard. The longing to 
see her beautiful Ladv again still lin­
gered with her, and the words, "Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us, 
rang through her memory like a 
strain of sweet music. Furtively she 
finished up her night and morning 
prayers with the partly-remembered 
invocation. 1

Home time afterwards Mr. Warring­
ton informed the family that he had 
met a Franciscan monk, and had 
been invited to midnight mass in the 
monastery chapel, but he regretted 
not being able to take his wife, as 
women were not admitted. This op­
ened tbe way to a friendship which 
grew and ripened, and when some 
months later the beautiful new 
church was to be opened, Mr. War­
rington eagerly looked forward to 
the event, as the prospect of excel­
lent music and the dedication sermon 
by Archbishop 'Manning of Westmins. 
ter were treats not to be missed. As 
the time drew near, Bobby manifest­
ed great interest, and insisted on be­
ing allowed to go. The child pleaded 
so elyqucntlv that Mrs Warrington, 
thinking' that some good motive 
must be impelling her, yielded, and 
one beautiful autumn day saw the 
trio slowly moving with the dense 
but respectful crowd towards the 
doors of the magnificent church. 
When they had passed through the 
wide stone porch, and ihe inner door 
had opened, Bobby thought she must 

! certainly have entered the Holy of 
Hollies, but her wondering gaze was 

■ fixed in a transport of joy, for there 
!on a beautiful altar of purest mar- 

fittïe ble, stood her beautiful Lady. 
wjth i "Look, mamma! Oh, do look!" 

lit !she whispered in low sobbing tone* tiT^-p oTa<‘j ."there she is at last’ Mother
ed impossible that so much beauty, . .. .. .•warmth and brightness could be shut ! Mrs , 0'<- d-m-
up within such a gloomy exterior. lhp rhil<1 * ea*'r and saw
She was in a church, for there > 
were stained glass windows and ait an 
altar, but, oh! how much more bcau-

the cold marble altar and with one 
longing look at the face of her beau­
tiful Lady, as though she would have 
imprinted it there, left the church 
and walked quickie home.

Four or five anxious weeks passed 
and there was no reply to the many 
applications made by Mr. Warrington, 
until one bright May morning when 
the lilacs were again blooming by 
the gate, Bobby came in radiant with 

big blue envelope the postmaster 
had just given her. “Oh, papa, 1 
feel sure it'a got something to do 
with the ‘Lady,* for it Is blue like 
her robe, and then the stamp looks | 
strange."

Mr. Warrington hastily tore open 
the letter and then called his wife, 

Yes, mother, It'a an answer at last, 
but it is an appointment in Canada!" 
Mrs. Warrington’s face fell, she 
dearly loved her native land; all her 
dearest ones were there—mother, fa­
ther, friends and a tiny green mound 
in the old churchyard where she had 
sadly laid a darling boy to rest. 
But her children’s welfare must come 
before her own personal likes and dis-
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Awestruck glances were now ex- 
chaagfd among the children. Sudden­
ly the sounds increased in volume,ran 
into a higher key, and ended in a 
long-drawn yawn, like the whine of a 
dog. The yawn was followed by a 
heavy thump against the floor, as ii 
some one had bumped hie head there, 
and bumped it hard.

“ Tis under the floor, teacher !" 
cried Alden Coombs, one of the older 
boys. v ” ’Tis under the school- 
house* "

With ttufcwguAvei tan through tbe 
juvenile ass^f'lage, and one little 
girl begar.**— -ay. Several others 
ran from, 
thrr

“1 guesa its a ‘ktcivee,’ teachér!” 
Alden whispered, with excitement in 
his eye. “But I can tell,” he con­
tinued, and got down on his knees to 
the crack between the boards.

"How?" demanded Miss McAn- 
drews.

"Smell him,” replied Alden, who 
was wise in the ways of Aroostook 
hunters, if not in arithmetic. He put 

; his nose close to the crack and sniff­
ed critically. “ *Tis certainly a 
bear!” he said.

i Many young teachers might have
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likes She bravely faced the ques-!,... --------tion and after a long and serious dis- 1 ' 11 cmbarraS8ed .with a bear under
sion of the matter it was 
accept the oSer

We will pass over the breaking up 
of home and old ties Bobby’s dis­
consolate farewell visit to her "La­
dy" and the voyage across tbe Atlan­
tic, the novel experience in a new 
countiy, and look in on the Warring- 
rons as they are seated at table on a 
bright September evening some two 
years later. Anna, the faithful, has 
come with her charges, for she felt 
in duty bound to look after Miss Bob­
by, "who has been her special charge 
since the Uav she was burn," and 
who “wouldn’t ’eve a ’at on >r ’cad 
or a shoe on >r foot, unless >r Han­
na was hatter >r."

Mr. Warrington is not changed in 
the slightest, and time has dealt 
kindly and lightly with bis wife; but 
the childien have grown taller and 
more robust Bobby is almost a 
young lady and has acquired an al­
most dignified air. The question 
just now at issue ià “Where shall the 
children go to school?" for they

1 the schoolhouse, Lut Miss McAndrews 
decided to |llUled tl* ri8in, tumult.

“Sit quietly," she said “The bear 
cannot hurt you. I will take care of 
him." Then turning to the expec­
tant Alden, she bade him go with 
speed to tbe house of a lumberman 
named Leflerts, about a quarter of a 
mile away, and ask him to come with 
hia gun.

The teacher now allayed tbe chil­
dren's fears, preserved order, and 

i even heard two classes in mental ari­
thmetic. When at last Leflerts, in 
red leggings and fur cap, made his 
appearance, she met him at the door 

land sak':
“Mr. Leflerts, I think there is 

bear uadtt my schoolhouse. May 1 
ask you to remove him with as little 
disturbance as possible?"

Tbe bear was finally shot through 
a hole under the sill of the house, but 
not without considerable "disturb­
ance.’’

The animal had evidently gone into 
winter quarters there. Apparently 
his "bed” was directly beneath tbe 
new stove, and the excessive heat of

have, just come to town "Father." that first morning of school had 
began Bobhv timidlv, "there is a con- aroused him Otherwise he might 
vent quite near and I think they h*v® sl*Pt there all winter, with edu- 
teach: won't you let me go and finil cation in full swing overhead — The 
out to-morrow?" i Youth’s Companion.

“Whv, \es, you may; for I reailv

tifut than the table-like structure in 
her own! After taking in* the altaf 
with its myriad lights and flowers, 
she ventured to gaze a little to 
the left, when burst full upon her 
view masses of flowers and twinkling 
lights, stately lilies, rearing their 
heads above the bloom, but what 
hushed her breath was the statue 
which seemed to rise from all this 
wealth of color and fragrance 

Bobby thought for one brief mo­
ment that this was heaven, and that 
beautiful Lady with the pale blue 
mantle was beckoning her. .She rose 
iwa if lured by the pleading eyes
but a woman who had come into the loving Mother did not hear the earn- 
same pew, pushed her back again, est petition?
■'xclaiming: "Sit thee down, lass,
the percession’s comen."

Mechanically Bobby sank into Un­
seat, her eyes riveted on tire face of 
the heavenly Lady, while from the 
side door children in white veils
came slowly and reverently Into the 
church, carrying at intervals little 
blue and white, or gold and white 
banners; the organ breaking out into 
a full strong "Kyrie Eleison,” the 
prelude to a Litany. Ilobbt did not 
understand all this, but when the 
children in procession resounded to the 
choir with an earnest "Ora pro no­
bis," she felt that It must have some 
reference to her bemitifui Lady, *nd 
she softly fell on her knees The 
singing over, a voice from somewhere 
tear the altar began to pray, "Holv |
Mary, Mother of God. pray for us," ! 
the rent waa unintelligible

As In a dream the service went on, 
the sanctuary became veiled In the , 
fumes of Incense, even the face of out on 
lobby’s ‘Tcaiitiful Ladv” 
tinlly obscured for a few 
a solemn hush fell over the vast 
church until a deep gong sent Its 
tones vibrating through the sifeoce,
I hen tbe orran, choir and congrega­
tion broke Into a triumphant Imu- 
date.

Bobby was very unwilling to leave, 
hut a sudden knowledge of her diso­
bedience flashed through her mind, 
and aa waual, she lost no time la go­
ing to acknowledge her guilt 

Outside the church she waa surpris­
ed to find that the daylight waa fast 
mertlng Into nlght-not the sudden 
transition which we have hi Canada, 
hut that beeuttfql. purple, indeecrlh- 
nble twilight peculiar to England 
As

to nee a little

stantly the
where her beautiful Mother lived, 
flashed through her mind, and she se­
cretly resolved to pay a visit to tin- 
shrine so dear to her heart, and tell 
God’s Mother the trouble and ask 
her to pray lor them now.

With Bobbv, to think was to act, 
and in less than five minutes she was 

the street Unpleasant mem 
was par- j «ries of her last escape had made 
moments t 1 'lobby more cautious, so she had con­

fided to the faithful Anna, the little 
maid-of-all-work. that she was going 
to the church where God's Mother liv­
ed. with a very urgent message*- a 
tel^ram to be sent to heaven—"I’m 
in a hurrv, so don't stop me to but­
ton mv hoots and things, and—Anna 
—please don’t let them send the bell­
man after me this time. T ran And 
mvself If I get lost."

"Holy Man , Mother of God, pray 
for us now, aowl"

The fitful light from the stained 
windows seemed to plav upon the fea­
tures of the Image ol Marv ! 
late, and the ardent imagination of

yes, you may; for I really 
think the Sisters’ influence would be 
more beneficial than otherwise, if1 
they will let my little heretics in 
among their flock," he replied 

Bob*- said no more, but eager!y set 
off the next day on her quest; she 
found the convent to be an orphanage 
bul two of the Sisters went daily to 
the public school, a short distance 
away, and would, of course, take in 
the little Warrington girls. Just 
as she reached the top of the hill on 
her return from school next day she 
noticed a somewhat shabby-looking 
church, standing back a little from 
the street , the front half a Iithle con­
cealed by two large old willows; fol­
lowing an impulse she entered, ana 
there, to her great delight, saw the 
gleam of a red lamp from the upper 
end. She knew at once she was in a 
Catholic church and looked eagerly 
for a statue of the Blessed Mother, 
but, ohf It was not like that happy 
memory of her early adventure in far 
away England. Hobby had read 
much and learned more about the orv- 
giiial of her loved statue, but noth­
ing . could make her look upon love 
and reverence for the Mother of God 
as idolatry, and she faithfully re­
peated her little Invocation to the 
Mother of God, and that Mother was 
slowly but surely answering the ap­
peal.

The child joved to steal into this 
quirt, shabby, little church, dav af*er 
dav, and before the altar of Our 
Lady think out the question that per­
plexed her mind, until she resolved 
to ask the Sisters to let her study 
catechism with the Catholic children; 
stir knew their prayers, and oh! joy 
of toy»! knew all the Hail Mary, ol 

thought of the church j which she had treasured a iragmenl

Curiosities ot Mature

A

what she knew must be a work of art 
Immaculate Conception of such 

rare and delicate beauty, that even 
her Protestant soul was thrillqri as 
she gazed on that image of the pure 
and stainless Mother.

All through the long and impressive 
ceremony, the child, would turn again 
and again to the beautiful Mother,and 
when the preacher mounted the pul- 

' pit, and the vast throng that filled 
the church to its outer door hung in 
breathless silence on his every word, 
Bohbv heard nothing, saw nothing, 
but the face of her heavenly Mother, 
and over and over, she whispered the 
words: "Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray tor me now."

Who shall say that the dear and

very wonderful thing 
great Picilra Monfdiza, 
stout-, which is poised 

the highest mountain
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Some few months after, Mr. War­
rington’s position, owing to a great 
depression in the iron trade, became 
very uncertain, and one cold bleak 
day In March be came home from the 
office earlier than usual. His grave 
serious face made his wife sus­
pect the truth at once. The com­
pany had failed, and he, with many 
others, were out of the position 
whwh meant so much. Bobby un­
derstood but iinperfectiv the blow 
which had fallen, but when her mo­
ther said in a despairing tone, 
"Where shall we turn for help?" in­

fer four years.
After some demur, and only when 

Mr. Warrinrton gave his consent, did 
the good Sister allow Bobby, or, 
as she was now properly called, 
Lilv, to studv catechism Tbe re­
sult was as might have been ex­
pected, a desire to belong wbollv 
and unreservedlv to that Church 
against which the gates of hell shall 
not prevail. With an all too reluc­
tant consent from mother and fa­
ther and a decided orotest from 
friends and relatives, the girl of fif­
teen received instructions, braved 
the sarcasm of en older sister and 
brother, b«t fortified with an un­
wavering faith In the belo and In­
tercession of her "Meeutiful i-adv." 
she became a Catholic And for 
wh»t? Oo to that convent, in the 
busiest part of a busv ci tv, and ice 
H, In that Mack-robed Sinter'of Chér­
it v. who la surroweded by a grown 
of children clamoring for hmt

is is the 
rocking 

the top 
the east­

ern coast of the far-off Argentine Re­
public in South America. It hangs 
as though it were as light as air .and 
could be blown a wav hv the gusts of 
wind that alwats are playing about 
the mountain Yet it is a huge 
boulder of at least twenty tons' 
weight, though it tan be muted about 
in a small socket and rocked by 
pushing it with the hand. In very 
windy weather, too, it is seen to 
move perceptibly. Travellers put al* 
kinds of articles beneath it, in the 
socket to test its movement; for. 
when the stone rocks, anything that j 
is underneath it is crushed to pow­
der; but, though it moves, no pow­
er can throw the huge stone _ from 
its place.

The peak on which the stone rests 
is one of the Tandil mountains, in the 
southern part of the province of Bue 
nos Ayres.

There is a legend telling how this 
province, once very" rich, was attack­
ed bv a much dreaded Gaucho chief, 
who tried in vain many time* to con­
quer it. Then, hearing of a tradition 
that this province could not be over­
come so long as the stone remain­
ed in place, he determined to pull the 
stone from its seal. He caused 
ropes to be netted around it, and 
thee harnessed to tbe rope hundreds 
of wild horses, newly caught by his 
men with their lasso*.

All were strong and vigorous ani­
mals, to which even the slightest 
harness necessary to secure them to 
the rupee leading from the great boul­
der was an insult not to be tolerated 
for a moment. Imagine how thev 
must have plunged, kicked and strug­
gled when they felt the whip for the 
first time*

When all was prepared the poor 
bewsts, already frantic with restraint 
and terror, were beaten and shouted 
at. so tha*. to get away, thev puli'1' 
and tugged with might, and mam; hut 
for all their efforts, the niedra did 
not swerve from the place; and the 
chief, nrowd and mightv as be ws* 
was obliged to acknowledge himself 
vanquished.

The stone hangs there *till. and as 
it In the onh wonderful natural fea­
ture in the whole countrv, the
three are very proud ol It. and mane
curious via I tors go to aee it every
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