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known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus " (2 Tim. iii. 14, 15). Has the
condition of Christendom compelled us to take a
place of separation to God down here, adhering
closely to His Word? Unless we can be thus
characterized, we cannot be a testimony for God
in a day of ruin. Those in Philadelpkia bore this
stamp, for He who addresses them is Himse.f the
holy and the fruc; and they, walk’ng in com-
munion with Him, had kept His word, and not
denied His name. These will also be the marks
of the future children of the kingdom. In Ps. i.,
they separate themselves from the way of sinners,
and their delight is in the law of the Lord, medi-
tating in it day and night,

There was a third object which the Lord had in
view, in permitting these enemies to continue in
the midst of Israel : * That the generations of
the children of Israel might know, to teach them
war” (iii. 2). When we allow ourselves to be
cast down by the state of the church and its pre-
vailing evil, we are apt to think that it is no longer
any use to fight, and that our part should be ex-
clusively that of the 7000 hidden ones who had not
bowed the knee to Baal. (1 Kings xix.) This is a
serious mistake. There are Elijahs in days of ruin,
and conflict is more than ever needed. Christian
warfare is not, it is true, waged against flesh and
blood as with Israel, but against wicked spirits in
the heavenly places (Eph. vi. 12, margin). This




