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R.v« fvnv citizen a legal right to clam, an annuity Perhaps the msuranre managers will lk 
on attaining a cert in age. subject to such reservation 1 chastening effect due to a series of disaster. 
as the legislature may define. Although there is to | acetylene In-fore taking action to make ,h J,
Ik- no .«crease of Imperial taxation, there i, ,0 be the same reasonably safe, but it would a,, -"h- 
a readjustment of the incidence of taxation. The the hazard ha, now been sufficiently dvm,Irate 
subsidies to I-«al au hont.es out of Imperial taxation warrant a concerted attempt a. unifom.it, 
are condemned, and these are to Ik- stopped Ibe ,i„„. based on l»,«h practice and theory, and tlatt 1 
amount saved is to be applied to payment of pensions, more forcible arguments for the exclusion „f ,IR. 

be pennon ... a. age s.xty-five will re.pnre Cat.- apparatus from insurable property «.«1,1 l«
•'4 ! ; 1S WH"kl lK l'ro,Kl«l h> ,r*n»ler of than those afforded bv tins so-called "accident ' J
,be I,xchequer grants. Cu.314-13.; «he saving of out- the admitted knowledge of the "inevitable .differ 
door relief would In- and suspension of the incident to installation, supplemented bv the
sinking funds of the Nat.onal Debt. f;.654.ooo. leav- bility of recurring accidents due to remuai'.,,,,^ 
mg , margin for other dam,, or purposes. There is account of h. Mown or accident to the apparatus 
an alternative scheme for age seventy costing little The know!-.> of these rendition, and 
more than half the other, but the proposals are too cwMon of the .wards thus created should 
shadowy to he of practical interest. The Exchequer emphasize the necessity for placing all classe, 
g.ants are not at all likely to he cancelled, and the acetylene apparatus out of doors, and for the ,,r„hv 
Mnktng fund, voul.l no, be suspended for a pertnan- bition of any machine or device nyt so cnuructcl

as to eliminate the hazards clue to this so-called mt- 
, italdc condition."

an appre- 
-ervr to

This hazard is not an vMental 
in the use of acetylene, as there are neither nu-chaninl 
nor structural difficulties which may not be overcome 
■n tile production of apparatus which will automate 
callv expel the air from the generator prior to the 
generation of the gas. anil the inventive genius of the 
day simply awaits the necessity to overcome the 

difficulties.—Lx.

AN ACETYLENE 0*8 EXPLOSION AND ITS
LESION.

Referring to the explosion of acetylene gas at Co
lumbus Junction, la., which occurred on January *j. 
■ *,8. resulting in the injury of a numlier of people 
and a damage to proper!, estimated at $z.ono, the 
following |>arlicular« arc given as to the cause of the 
disaster.

It appears that tit - apparatus had been just installed, 
and that the man Ita, .ng the device in charge 
preparing ,0 make an exhibit.

THE LAW OF SALVAGE.
was The following excellent article upon tile law uf 

Salvage appeared in The AVrictv (London, Lug i. and 
we gladly reprint it in extenso:—

‘ Salvage is a compensation for maritime 
rendered m saving property or rescuing it iront im
pending peril, on the sea. or wrecked on tin coast H 
•he sea. or on a public navigable river or lake, where 
inter-state or foreign commerce is carried 
amount, according to the maritime law of England 
and the l nitrd States, rests in the sound discretion 
of the ( our, ti|Hiii a full consideration of all tin- fact, 
of the case. It generally far exceeds 
iteration fro ofere el Itiborr—the excess being intended, 
upon principles of sound public policy, not only a, 
a reward ,0 the particular salvor, but also a, .in in 
ducvmvnt to others to render like services, li the 
pro|H-rt, of an individual on land be exposed to the 
greatest peril, and be saved by the voluntary exertions 
of any person whatever; if valttal le goods In- rescued 
from a house in flames, at the imminent hazard of Hie 
by .be salvor, no remuneration in the shape of salvage 
i* allowed. The art is highly meritorious, and the 
service is as great as if rendered at 
for salvage could not. perhaps, he supported It is 
certainly not made. I.et precisely the sann service, 
a, precisely the same hazard. Ik- rendered at sea. and 
a very ample reward will lie liestowcd in tli- courts 
of justice. I he allowance of a very ample compete 
sation for those services, one very much ex. reding 
the mere risk encountered, and lalsoiir emploi m 
effecting them, is intended as an inducement to icnitrr 
them, which it is for the public interests, and for the 
general interests of humanity, to hold forth t ■ those 
who navigate the ocean.

But while it it the policy of the law to

In order to expédiât,- 
the escape of air front the generator while the gas 
was being evolved, lie removed several hunters from 
•lie fixtures, thus providing large vents. Desiring 
to discover whether .nr or gas was escaping, be ap- 
I’l-ed a lighted match to the orifice. The resulting 
explosion wa, of sufficient violence to blow* out both 
end walls of the building, wreck the interior and ae- 
rtousl, injure man, onlookers, thu

-crviccs

on. The

mre again giv
ing practical evidence of the wonderful energy of ex
plosion exerted by the combination of acetylene and 
air when ignited.

a men mini-

As the formation of such explosive coni,sound is 
admitted to I,,- "an inevitable condition" incident ,0 
• be installation of acetylene apparatus approved for 
general u,,- in tin \\ est. rr|setitions of disasters of this 
nature may l«- looked for at any time in that section 
of tin country for. notwithstanding the assumed im- 

'«‘"red by insistence u|*>n forcing the esca|re 
of air from tin generator In way of the orifice in the 
burner, and tin proviso that machines "shall lie in
stalled be compete,It and reliable parties who are 
thoroughly familiar with acetylene," the careless and 
reckless "installer" will still roam about the

sea. Vet tin-claim

country
setting up approved ” machines, and occasionally 
startling the public by the record of a "blow-up," en- 
•ailnig the destruction of property and the maiming 
<w the killing of innocent s|x-ctators from just such 
k’ross carelessness as marks the case under considera
tion. en, uri|t


