
THF- DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN. $
THE NAME OF THE LORO.give* hi..i utterance; he can bnnj the 

thought und knowledge of To-day to bear, 
and express himself in the language of To­
day. We luive all heard of the young 
curate who inherited hie father’s old eer 
moos, and who one Sunday amazed hie 
audience by saying—“Forty years ago, 
when 1 took charge of the parish,” Ac , 
Ac. It is not pcrhape so absurd, but it 
is equally disastrous to use the thoughts 
and opinions and ideals of an earlier day 
when preaching to the young people of 
tliis. Under the conditions here indicat­
ed a minister's old sermons will be his 
best, and may lie used most effectively. 
They contain hie freshest imagination, his 
finest literary taste, hie early enthusiasm 
and inspiration. What wus crude and 
juvenile is now dropped out; what recent 
scholarship has annulled no longer appears; 
what was suited to the taste of the public 
when first preached, but suits not the pub 
tic taste now', he cancels or alters—and all 
is done freely, easily, because he is not 
hampered with the bother of erasing and 
interpolating an old manuscript, interlin­
ing, and, perhaps, interleaving, a patch­
work and ittlimpsest that can never be 
satisfactory either to himself or those who 
hear him.

"One word more,’* as preachers say. We 
have not been unaware of the fact that 
•orne persons may remark that since the 
subject of all sermon* is Christianity, and 
Christianity cannot change, therefore old 
Hermonaj founded on Scriptune must re- 
m.t n good to the end of time. A eentence 
will suffice in reply to that, 
truth i* still the same, but our human ap­
prehension of it is capable of enlargement, 
and our power of stating and expounding it 
is capable of improvement. The people 
whom the preacher addresses are not the 
same: the English language is changing; 
the social environment is not what it was 
fifteen or twenty years ago; and last of 
all. the preacher himself is not the same 
man that he was, he has moved with the 
process of the mine, he has moved with 
the experience of life, and his Christian 
experience lias a wider horizon. All this 
is sufficient reason why he should constant- 
Iv and conscientiously adapt his old ser­
mons to the new people, the new condi- 
hons. his own new self, or else-religious- 
Iv Imm them.

OLD FERMONS.
"Tiie Lord passed by before him, and 

proclaimed, The Lord, the laird Lii-d, ^ 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 

y for thousands, 
liuI transgression 
by no means clear the guilty." 
iw the very voice of mercy from heaven 
to man, and mark, my soul, the gracious 
plenitude of truth.
encourage* timid and conscience-stricken 
man, we have attribute piled upon attri­
bute, and the whole pointed out ae a foun 
dation of hope. Our hard thoughts of 
(lod are here at once rebuked and dispell­
ed, and the chief of sinners may begin to 
rejoice.

1* irst, it is the Lord, the Lord God who 
speak

An Old Country con temporary, Tie 
lleitast Witness, deals with this subject 
in the following sane fashion: —

"What to do with old sermons? Horn 
them." That is the advice often given. 
It is pertly good advice, partly bad, or at 
least inadequate. A minister whose mind 
has been growing, w ho has kept abreast of 
recent thought and scholarship, who lias 
an open soul for all new light which is 
also true light, cannot preach his old ser­
mons word for word with any satisfaction 
or inspiration. Let him look up his dis­
courses of htteen or more years ago, and 
honestly pronounce judgment on them. 
Does he not lind the treatment of the sub­
ject too artiiicial, too professional and par­
sonic? Does the sermon not smell ol the

forgiving Iniquity 
and sin, and that will 

litre

As if to assure or

uts; but what ie his name or his me­
morial among the son* of men? -He is 
merciful and gracious;’’ nay, more, he is 
"long-sufferingand further still, he i* 
"abundant in goodness and in truth.’’ But 
even more specific; lit "keeps mercy for 
thousands, he forgives iniquity;” and as 
if that were not enough, we are farther 
assured that he alao “forgives transgres­
sion and sin;” that is, every kind or de­
gree of iniquity may be blotted out, ac­
cording to the system which tells of the 
blood winch cleases from it all. May not 
the soul rejoice, then? Should it not ex 
ult m this mercy, and flee, in the full m- 
eurance of hope, to him who is so mighty 
a,id hi gracious to save?

Yet the mercy of
courage win. Man’s sin loving soul would 
persuade him to continue « it, since grace 
so much abounds; but to cut off every 
'pretext fur that delusion, we read 
that the Lord, all-merciful as he is, will 
not, he cannot, "ctear the guilt." And 
strange as it may 
a single sin comm

study lamp? Are its views of Divine truth 
quite the views that he holds now? Is the 
exposition according to hie present knowl­
edge? Are the illustrations such as his 
present taste can approve? 1s the whole 
thing calculated to benefit the actual men 
and women of hie present congregation? 
These are only a lew of the queries which 
the candid preacher will put, and puuse for 
a reply. The last fifteen or twenty years 
have brought many changes; some of them 
to be disregarded, but also some of them 
no good, earnest minister can disregard. 
And a popular work gives the opinion of 
the intelligent layman on the subject, the 
man who site in the pew and listens to God is not to en-
the preacher. Speaking of Ministers, he 
says:—“They do not realise that the world 
of their middle age is more educated and 
more intelligent than the world of their 
youth; and that if the public intellect is to 
be nurtured by the pulpit, those whose 
dbty it is to keep the people within the 
fold of Christianity—nhnistere, namely— 
must provide it with a food suited to its 
development." That ie perhaps a little 
roundabout, but the meaning is right en­
ough; the public mind is moving, it is 
growing, and if the minister’s mind ie not 
growing, and he preaches just as he did 
years ago, the people will soon perceive 
the ancientness of the sermon and the 
fossil like dharacter of the preacher.

If the sermons have been written and 
read, no matter how carefully written, or 
how well read, they will cease to he ser­
viceable to the more intelligent worship­
pers. Therefore, when a preacher lays 
open on the pulpit a mellow and yellow 
manuscript, be prepared to hear texts 
quoted from the Old Version, which are 
admittedly corrected and improved in the 
Revised; to bear positions assumed which 
have been abandoned as untenable, 
by the meet conservative and orthodox; 
expoundings which do not explain; illus­
trations which do noP apply; the whole 
effect of the sermon is neutralised, except, 
of course, the personal equation, the char­
acter of the good man in the pulpit. Thus 
it appears certain enough that the old 
sermons which have been fully written out 
had better be consigned to the flames, ex­
cept such portions as are still true and 
valid; they can be saved, yet so as by fire.

But what has just been said of the writ­
ten MS. sermon cannot be said of all old 

Experts and wise judges in the 
matter have declared that the best ser­
mon is the old sermon that was never 
written and read, but has been often 
preached, and every time of preaching has 
been recaat and improved. The minister 
can put into such a sermon his maturest 
thought, his ripest knowledge, hie richest 
religious experience. The old text, of 
course is good; possibly the old divisions 

1 ylid’ thc old I**1 and intention 
still excellent. And not being tied down 
to every phrase and sentence, the preacher 
can leave out what ie no longer tenable, 
no longer believable or applicable to mod 
ern life and experience. He can put in 
what is now true and relevant and practi­
cally useful. He needs no blue pencil to 
cancel anything, he is a free man in the 
pulpit, and can speak as the Spirit now

Divine

itlcd*’, there never was 
d which did uot re­

ceive its due meed of punishment. Either 
m the sinner, or in the sinner’» Substi­
tut*, .very transgression, of every shade 
and degree, must receive what it deeerves. 
It may be pardoned to the «nner, but 
that is only because It was punished in 
the person of him who died the Just for 
the unjust; and it is here that the be­
liever lees at once the mercy of God ex­
punging hn sin, and the unswerving jus 
tue of him who "will be no meene dear ’ 
punishing that sin lo the uttermost.

lo the Lord our God belong mercies 
and forgiven», tbough we have rebelled 
against him, Duuiel 9:!>—W. K. 
1 weedie, D.D.NOT BY COMPROMISES.

peri, rcm™k!. a"-vIhwvI? umty "In

bo readily secured by ooiupromiae on 
wbat are considered really essential 
points. An illustration is at band. In 
an editorial in the "Uhorciiwnu/' 'a 
correspondent asks: "Would you give up 
the principles and the fact of the Ap„ 
tulle Succession if thereby the unity at 
Christians could be secured tomorrow?” 
The answer is: ‘‘Such 
trust is impossible. One can nut give 
u*> that which is not his. The t h,u 
cau not give up that which was com- 
muted to her in trust. The moral oh- 
ligations can not be escaped." The 
fact, however, is that the Episcopal 
Church is not asked to give up any fact 
or any esjhitial principle, but ouly the 
obnoxious form in which it asserts that 
it has Church and ministry, and tint 
other bodies, equal to it und superior in 
purity of life aud doctrine, have no pail 
in the ministry and the Oberch. It has 
never been committed to it, in trust, to 
make any such claims, and 
retires from its position of uurrowu'*» 
aud exclusiveness and realizes that God's 
ftpirit lias given his ministry to the 
whole body of believers, that

that new leaf.
W hat you need, old man, is u new book, 

uui a new mut. lue new leaves you nave 
turned over in me past ten

nice reading lor your lneuds. Inert 
are a lot of people who lor two or three 
da>s in January hold up their heads 
seraphs aud wnistle hymn tunes, but 
gvi down to earth and rag-tame before the 
second week, it's a good tnmg to make 
resolutions and keep them, but every 
broken vow is u mu| m ,our ,nuIul coa,„ 
Be not rash with thy mouth and let not 

thine heart he hasty to utter anything be 
fore God. VX hen tbou vowest a vow unto 
God defer not to pay it; tor he hath no 
pleasure in fools. Better is it that thou 
•houidst not vow than thou shouldst vow
“ .s“0l.,ry " Uet “ “» Jumm the old one to the recording angel with 
all lta blots, smears and tears. Com­
mence a new volume. Put God on tile 
title page preface with a clean heart and
Maker ^nd humanity?1’ “ * y°“'

year* would

like

a betrayal ot

I

sermons.

ns soou as to

authorized life of the late Dr. T. J. 
Bernardo. If readers of the Dominion 
Presbyterian have any letters, reminis­
cences, etc., of the late doctor, they 
are asked to be kind enough to send 
them addressed to Rev. J. Merchant, 18 
to 20 Stepney Causeway, London, Eng., 
marked "private.” Letters will be 
safely returned.

moment,
without escaping any moral obligation*, 
it will have done its own little part .n 

bringing about Church unity .

The New Year certainly brings 
caret and new responsibilities. But 
with it come new hope and new promises 
a* well. “As thy day, so shall thy 
strength be."


