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henvy fire while doing so. Our force In the meftntlnie hiwT (liawn

graclimlly around tl>e crest of the ravine, and were watcliinir

eagerly for a chance at the enemy In their pits, who on the other

hand were layiig low for us, aod who on seeing the least movcmont

of a head saluted It with a shower of lead. Here poor d.Maiidlly

was killed, being shot through the head dying Instantly without a

word or struggle. Down In the rav'ne was a lot of Indian iK)nio»

tied np to the trees and our chaps not being able to see then- owners

were eager to revenge thenwelves on the ijoor animals by shootinij

them instead. As 80on*as the order came to shoot tlie pwr

brutes, ye gods ! what a Asllade comn»enced, I think some of our

fellows must have enjoyed the ftin of making a noise more than any-

thing else, as they did not appear to Are at anything In porticnlar

but kept at it until their ammunition was expended. There were

about fifty ponies killed, and lead enoMgli fired to have killed fifty

hundred. About 2. p. m., a loll took place In the enemy's firo, and

Captain Drnry made some practkje from his 9-prs ; obsei-ving a

house being made a shelter for the rebels, be pitched a shell into

it, and soon the dusky crowd was seen to crawl off on their hands

and knees up the furrows of a ptoughed fteld, and make off in the

direction of the bush, Itaving their comrades in the ravine to do

the fighting by themselves. At this stage of the days fighting it

was determined to make an6tlier effort to drive the enemy from

their pits and with that end in view, the ten 9-pr guns with about

tv.enty dismounted gunnere, headed by the energetic Peters made

a dash over the small creek on the outside of the ravine, and

galloping up the opposite bank, and after unllmberiug and running

the guns up by hand on to the brow of the bill, loaded up with case

shot and reversed aharpnell, and fired round after round point blanii

against the rebels, but with little perceptible effect, for as soon as

the iron shower passed over their heads they kept up a heavy fire on

us fortunately without doing a great amount of damage, our only

casualty being the wounding of Driver Harrison in the neck after

the guns where limbered up. Here I might say a few words about

what I think of the abilities of the Half-breeds and Indians as

marksmen. When coming west to take part in the campaign ouil

ears were assailed by their wonderflil skill, such as shooting at fi»ej

cent pieces when thrown up in che air, hitting the mark every lime I

and a great many wonderfVil and highly colored improbabilities. I

No wonder that the " Bold Militiaman" was a little scared to taciclel

this army of crack shots, but what did it amount to ? Nothing sol

great after all, for instance, had our men had the advantages pos-J

sessed by the enemy in the matter of rifle pita knowing the 'May'ofl

the country and so on, I think It would be safe to assert thati

more of them would have come to grief. Luckily for us at FisM

Creek, at anyrate, they did not shoot any of our gun horses asaT

wounded horae is pot a dewrable companion in the shafts of a lim-j
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