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feet deep—but no (Icfinito loffislative Mclioii tooI< phxr,' on the
subject until Ih-ccnib.T is^ii. ulu-ii a K'^port was I.iid b.>luiv
larhainoiit by thi! (J-overnor, .slicwini.- ihc Icimtli ol' tli.' i)ropo(st'd

.(auals b.-twoon Lakes Ontario and Si. Kiancis, and tlicir proba-
ble cost The <|U(>stK)n, how.'v.-r, remained in abevaiic.> until
l^<oli, when the House of Asseniblv ol' Ipper Canada iiasM'd
measures ai)proi)rialin- the sum ol' >":iS(i.(Mi(i for the improvenieni
ot the miviti'ation of the St. Lawrence, so as i., iidmii vessels
drawiui"- !• leet water, and reeomnieiidinn' tht

'•' admil vessels
le immediate com-

mencement ol sucli unproveim-nf bet weeii Cornw all ami the
head ot the Loui.- Sault J^api.ls. ( ),„ ol the stipulalioi.s of the
Act was the complelion of the Cornwall Canal heloie aiiv ol' the
other proposed works, leadin- to Lake ( )ntario. should I.,: under-
taken. In IHS'S, aComnussion was appointed i;.r the nurpos,. ,,t
carryuicv out the provisions of the An, and .Mr. licnjamin Wri-duwas employed as engineer with authoritv Irom tli<' (b
ol Lower Caiuuhi to make the survey of the
scale commensurate in all resjx'cts with those
rrovince.
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A\ithout s'onio- into unneeessarv details, it will be sulheient
to mention that the Lnoii,e,.rs determuuHl .>n Lo,,ks .-,;. leet wide-no leet long between the gates, with '.• leet depth olwaleron the'
mitre sdl

;
CanallOO leet wide at bottom, t(. admit the pas.sa-v

of steam boats; these would allow the passa-e of ves.sel.s IT.", p,ISO leet long. That, for the i.niu'ovemenls j.ropo.sed at th.' lour
several places above the Lon- Sault, where vessels would onlv
iise the Canals when -..inu- np. and run the rapids when -voin;.down, the breadth of the Canals shonhl be ..nlv .".o ifet a^ibottom. • ' < '
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The suggestions of the I'n-ineers were adopted bv tin. I -
islature, and Commi.s.sioners weiv sid,,se,,ne,dlv 'appointedo superintend the works. The services of Messrs. "wi'd
^ u Stl^r '7T^ '" ^n^no.r.. as well as those of Cap!taui Cole, K.K., and .Messrs. Cieddes and 1-lemin.v In |,s:i4 thework was put under contract, an.l I he tirst .so,l ent with consid-erable ceremo.iy by the late Sir .lohn lleverly K'obin.son

The rebellion, as well as llnancial causes, reiarde.l the <.om-plet.on (d the work lor some years. The passage ..(•,
steamer, in December, 1S42, throno.h the locks, wa.^ the "as mo some ceremony, but it was not until the month of .lun 84^
that the work was lormally opened.

Since the comi.letion of th.' work>. several improvementshave been authon.ed for the p.trpose of increasn
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^'^ vessels passn.gd.;!:,^

vear.


