
16 •

manist, you might have lived and died a Romanist;" let it beyour reply
:
" Possibly ., it might have been ; but i is no lesau.o „,. my hun.ble gratitude to Him who makes me to d ff

"H"^, and that I was trained to know the true traditionllhe
.nspu-ed word of life, „nd to turn a deaf ear to those invent on of.nc„ wh.chm,g thave corrupted my heart, „„d perilled

""1,!
Do n.en less value civilisation because it may be true fh7 ifborn mother tunes or i„ other cinumstances, they mi^ht have

I.S .be. ty the less pr.zed, or is the distinction between freedomn.1 bcmdage less real, because the degraded vassal of tyrL y^I
we a.e

. (
u: thanksgu,ngiordistinguishingg,-ace

is to include
the cu.ev„nstunccs..rou,. lot, the means, the appliances, the pro-
v.dent,,.] arrangon.ents by which the result on which we eon^ra-
ula e our^vcs was brought about, |>a„I blesses God fbrX

.ng love
!
We can do this without despising others, and withoutextolling ourselves.

" wimoui

2. We see how eternal election, so alarming to n.any, n.ayb • v,ewed as a doctrn.e fraught with con.fort. Only know yourclectum
;
what .s this but to know that God loves you, thlt h"covenant ,s established with you'/ What a repose to'the soul, an

.sp tual hfc ,s the developn.ent of an eternal purpose of grace '

That every Sep taken n. the spiritual Journey is a nearer ap!proaeh to a blessed consummation infallibly secured ! Only leto.n- electron be once made sure by our calling
; and let our 'ating be proved by the appropriate tests. And hence,

;!. We may observe how different a thing election is, in itseonnect.on w,th hfe and practice, fron. what by n.any it, 'i.

'.

posed to be In is no less an elcctio.. to holiness than to HoryWe cannot know that God hath chosen us or others, apart from
the consciousness or perceptio.. of the fruits of faith, and pro-
gress ,n sanctificatio... What a n.otive here to holy dili^onee'
what an answer to every plea of indolence, or false securUy as
it onec elected and knowing ourselves the elect, wc may con-

,


