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>f»tk«4y loTe preraO , dikeord ftnd conMctt Mel^
hate gAiasd ground so fast that tli« whol« woildrlPi

mm loldtWM *' filUsd with violcnca •/* ao that G6d, in Juit
,

judgment, deatroyed It with a flood of watoira. HoWr

.#rar, thare were aome who were called the ehlklrefi of

God, hi theaa daya; but many of them fell from theit

high character and calling, and Noah and part of hia

family only, ware deserving of thia appellation. It ia

nott however, from auch general principles that I would

deduce the antiquity of your order, or date ita conv

aencement. The hieroglyphick emblema used by you,

«ra more convincing proofa to m*, that your aaaociai-

tion exiated before the flood. To prove thia, it ia »l^

ceaaary to trace the antiijuity of letters. Mu^h div^?-

aity^of opinion, on thia subjejct, exiata among the letro*

«d: aome have thought, that when Mosea received thd

ten commandments from God, that he Waa the firat er«r

taught the use of letters-, but it is plain from the Book

of Job, which is much older than the Decalogue, the*

writing was then known—for Job says: *»Othat my

words were now written—O that they were printed ia a

book—that they were graveh with an iroii pen, and UdA

in the rock for ever."* B-ut the aacred scriptufea ga

much farther than the Book of Job. The apostle Juda

takea particular noticeW the prophecy of Enoch, tha

aeventh iTrom Adam, out^rof which he quotea this rei^

markable pasaage, mot inapplicable to the present

timea:^*'Behcdd,*^ saya he, "the Lord cometh with iist

thouaand of his aainta, to execute judgment upon all,

and to convince all that are ungodly amcMog them, of all

their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly commi#>

.ted» and of all their hard apeechea which ungodly «ini|'

*Job, 19 cbapttr, 18, 14 vvom*
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