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To THE HoifORABLE THE CoMMOIfS HoUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

The Cummitlet io whom ioat re/errfd the Ptlitim of the Wellawi .Canal Cmtpanylbeg Uave to mai*

A FIRt^T REPORT.

(lofinito terms of the notrfion, m(

,.^_ HtDckholdf'M ill tho f-onal, and

within Im* rosch on tho iulyoct of llio proyor of

Comiianv i,'<'nfmlly.

From tho indofmite term- of the n^tlTion, Ihe Commitloo cnllrd l^foro th.<m, amonR olh«r«, Mr. Yatw,

ono of.h^ principal Ht.K:khoid.-r-. in tho flanal. and rcqunHtod ho would uivo iho t.o«f,mritrc any nformntwn
,""

' > ...,.._ _- I-
,1,0 |M)titionor», and on tlto prenenl iituntion of lh»,

I

Prom ti.oloiiiracnuBintanco which Mr. Yntc. has had with tho md.jccl. it wa. .uopow^d a clearer wd

mor.! gonrriil view li? Iho prcwmt ntaU) and wixho. of tho com|)any could bo obtained fro|B him in tho form oT a

leltor to tho (-'Imirnmn.'than in any oilier way.
, l- i.
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In compliance with this wish, Mr. tatos ha. addrc».od to tho Coininittoo a letter which i« appended

*°""''\v'i'thout entering fully into tho opinions expressed in Mr. Yates' loiter, th.- Commiltco nro l«und to6^

tho attention of the house to tho propositions suggested towards tho cl.mo ..f it. I ho first question is, shOHH

Uovcrnmont advance a sum sufTiciont, not only to place the Oun.il in suoli a Mate of r.-|.air as may >ns>!»^

success .luriiis tho ensuing season, but also to restore the credit ol the company, by onabhng them to difcchaifjf .

the dubtidue todiHorentimlividunls. • ,./,• i i i
'
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To the Proviiic<! in * commercial and general view, tho value of thoCaniil is denied by none. And it

i« admitted tlmt tho means of the stockholders are insuflicient to place T»ie eaniil in a state of repair for lh«

*"*""'?^Ve a'roihon required to consider whether the Province by >vithliolding support, shall allow the Welland

Canal logo into comparative disuse, even for one year, and thereby possibly turiilroin Upper Canada the princi-

pal advantages to Ik) ultimately derived from this commiinicniion between Lakes line iiiul Ontario.

The amount fif debts outstanding nginst tho Cpinpany is nciirlv X'ifi.OOO ^ the, sum estimated to be ci-

pended during the ensuing season, according to the estimate of Mr.Wright is Xf,.TOO •

The Ci.mmittee would call the atlcntiim of tho house to Iho sug-jestions contained in the «;|)ort of (^om-

missionerH appointed by on T^c.t of tlio Ix'gislaturo, during its last session, as to any future pmvismn for th«

Canal. l>pon this part ofiheir Rcimrt. Mr, Yates lias entered very fully,* and h(s views seem in many rcspectst,

fo-correspond with the views of the Commissioners
,. . • • •

i.

The means of the Company are exhausted—they arc in debt—tho Canal requires repair—without repair

it must-be at least for ono season comparartivcly useless. Our enterprising neighbors nn- upon ihc alert, to iciX«

Wy opportunity which may divert the trmlc and transport of the west from the wnter,s ofCanada. _
Should any hesitation on our part to complete the Wcllaiid Cannl, induce them to establish a route, affbj'

ding even minor advantages, Uppei Canada must for a greht length of time, [wrhaps forever, be deprived W
tlio great benefits oflcred by the Sninl Liiwreiico, one of the gre-it if not Ihe^irtncipiil outlet Ol North Anjenca.

The Legislature have heretofore oflo rod assistance to the Canal, but generally in such sums, and on gnch

conditions as n6t to enable tho Company to proceed with so much energy and certainty as to insure the corrt-

nletion and success of tho Work. Tie resources of the Company have been in many instances expended, and

j^eir energies almost paralysed in coh,sequence of u series ofaccidents which none of those most interested la

tho prosperity of the work, could foresee or prevent. And yet Mr. Wright gives it as his opinionthat thcrcx-

penditurc on the Canal must, under all ciivumstnnces, have been conducted with great economy. Thisopinfota

of Mr. Wright's is entitled to miich con.sidufation, and ought to romovo all doubts', if still entertained, that tlw

funds of tho Company, and loans given by this Province at various tiiycs have been improvidcntly espcnifcd.
- - m it unnecessary for them to recommenfl, to your Honourable noose, either of'thb piunnecessary lor tnem lo reconiiiieiiii, lo joui nuuuuiauiu uuuou, cjiuci u. ...o ptt^

positions submitted by Mr. Yates, and can only hope that something majr he dope, during the present Scidon,
The CoiQiniltec deem

positions submitted by A , _., -...j — ,- " r . • -^

io place tho VVelland Canal in such a situation aa may bo moat beaeficial to Iho public interest
* '

J. H. SA.MSON, Chafrmim.
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