
VHE CAMPAIGN MANUAL
THE SITUA'riON IN ONTARIO

A good Buiny friends of the temper-

am e cause In different parts oi the

Dominion, and In other countries, an>

at present watching with much Inter-

est the battle that Is being waged in

the Province of '^ntarlo. Some of

tbeiii are desirous o. obtaining r

exact Information as to the origin

nature of the present cont< H, and .ae

following facts are i»ii c " Inr their

Infofmalon :

The re-<pectl' . jwers of the Domln-

*on Parliament and the Provincial

Legislatures in the matter of liquor

legislation is not clearly defined by

statute. It has been generally con-

ceded that the Dominion Parliament

has power to enact prohibitory legis-

lation. Under this power Parliament

passed the Canada Temperance Act,

providing for prohibition by popular

vote in cities and counties. It has

also been generally conceded that

provinces have full pov, er to license

and regulate the liquor traffic within

their own territorial limits. Regula-

tion or limitation Implies a measure

of prohibition. How far a province

has authority to go in this direction

has been the prini-iial point In dis-

pute.

Because of the uncertainty of this

power the Ontario L ?lslaiure, a num-

ber of years ago, declined to pass a

general provincial prohib.tion law,

but memorializfd the Dominion Par-

liament to enact such a law for the

Dominion. The Ontario Leg'slature,

however, enacted a law empowering

municipalities to pass by-laws prohi-

biting the retail sale of liquor within

their own limits.

In 1H93 many petitions were received

by the Ontario Legislature asking for

the taking of <i vote of the electors

upon the question of prohibition. At

ihi' name time Mr. O. K. Marter. M.P.P.,

Introduced Into the Legislature a Bi"

to prohibit the retail sale of intoxlc .-

Ing llqiiG.s throughout the Province.

The Government opposed the Bill od
the ground of uncertainty as to th»

Le);islature's power to pass such a

law, and proposed that an effort

should be made to ascertain the exact

extent of the i.iegislature's Jurisdic-

tion by submitting the question to the

courts of law.

The I.#Ki8lature approved the Gov-
ernment plan, and passed an Act pro-

viding for the taking of a ballot vote-

of the electors on the question :
" Are-

you In favor of the immediate prohi-

bition by law of the importaf m,

manufacure, and sale of intoxlc ng

liquors as a beverage ?" This irote

was taken on January 4th, 1894, wheo
the municipal elections were being

held, and resulted as follows :

Men. Women. Total.

Votes " Yes " 180,087 12.402 192,489

Votes " No " 108,494 Z.T20 110.720

Shortly after the taking of this vote

a great convention of prohibition

workers, held in the city of Toronto,

appointed a deputation to wait upon

the Ontario Government, and " re-

spectfully request them to declare In

favor of the total prohibition of the'

traffic In intoxicating liquor to the full

extent of the power vested in the'

Legislature."

The deputation from the convention

was received by the then Premier and


