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So far as I know, America has made just two
entirely original contributions to the worid*s types
of literary and dramatic art. These are the
humorous colyum and the burlesque show. The
saline and robust repartee of the burlicue is

ancient enough in essence, but it is compounded
into a new and uniquely American mode, joy-
ously flavoured with Broadway garlic. The news-
paper colyum, too, is a native product. Whether
Ben Franklin or Eugene Field invented it, it bears
the image and superscription of America.
And using the word ephemeral in its strict sense,

Don Marquis is unquestionably the deveictt of our
ephemeral philosophers. This nation tuffen a
good deal from lack of humour in high plaoei:


