
THE WORKING OP FHDERAL INSTITUTIONS
IN CANADA

I iiutico tliat in tlie a •r'onnci'iiiL'ut of tliis lecture

I am referred to an liaviiijr oeen for some time the
I)ej)iify of the Minister of .fustice. That whs a huijj

time a^o, but the faet tluit I once occu|»ic<l the crtice

probably eciuijis uie to say things about t!ie workinju;

of Federal Institutions in Canada, wliicji I would not

otherwise have been able to say, and the fact that,

just nine years after the British North America Act
(Canada's Constitution) came Into force, I assumed
that office and remained in it until 18Hl>, eiud)!es me
to speak of tlit workin>,'8 of our Federal System from
practically the beginning of that System. It took ihe

first ten years for tlie country to find its bearings
under the new federation, and for the Dominion and
the Provinces to settle down to an understanding of
their true constitutional relatitms. It also took that

time for the Dominion and the Mother Country to

settle, satisfactorily, cei*ain debatable questions res-

pecting their relations, and to make clear that the
principle:, relating to Ministerial responsibility in

Canada did not differ from those relating to similar
responsibility in England. It is a pleasant memory
that I w?s appoint"d Deputy Minister of Justice upon
the recommendation "' the Honourable Edward Blake,
when he was Minister, and I am sure that the loyai

sons and daughters of the University of Toronto take
pride in the thought that he—who shed such lustre
upon his Alma Mater, first as a graduate and later as
Chancellor of the University, was to a large extent
instrumental in settli. ^ some of the most important
questions arising under ou" constitution, not only
when he was Minister of Juf ice, but also when he, as
one of the greatest lawyers at the Bi-.r, took part in


