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The rents per room are generally vary high, but exseedingly so in
Iovell, Billings, and Sterling, Lovell and Billings present the most serious
prodblan at presemte In lowoll, only one of our employees who does not own his owmn
home has a bath romm in his house, and not ome & heating plant, This is exolusive
of Company owned houses, These housos are mostly in & run-down sendition, but are
bringing in rentals of from $0.50 to $6425 por romm per momth, and there 13 a ghwrte
age of even such, In Billings, thare scamed to be & fow places available, dowm in
the flats sdjacont to the factory, but those were said %o be practisally untemable,
being gemerally oocupied by & low olass of forelgn labor, Ilases which ware ten-
able wers practloally off the market, and the rants asied were deyond all reason,
Houses which are ccoupled by divisional employoee wore not token into considoration
as those would not be representative, but these amployess oftan pay 4500 to 560,00
por month for four or five vory ordinary roams. A blackmmith in the Billings fastory
has beom paying 4500 per month for two rooms and deth for nearly four momths, be=
osuse hs iz unable to find other quarters. This is & furnished apartmemt, but no
saitadle unfurnished place is availadle to him tims far,

Fuel prices have advangsed somevhat, tut are said to de reculated
everyvhare by the Fuel Administration, They are highest in the Nedraska towns, where
the fuel requiroments are also high, and they comprise no inoonsiderabls part of the
family's anmial dgete The problem of purchasing the wintor supply asoording to
the Fuel Administrutor’s wishes prosents a great diffioulty to our men, as sll fuel
dealers are om a striotly oash dasis, 2ight tons of coal are allowed for the ysar's
requiremsnts,

One Mundred and twenty Kilowatt hours of electric service are allowed,
and one thousand pounds of ice.

Roon and Board for single men has advanced sharply everywhere,
Bayard, Sterling, and lLoveland show the suallest inereaces ss thoir advance oume
befora ths last pear's survey, In other towns, the imereasos are from thirty to
fifty-rive porcente, In Billinge and lovell, alse, this probdlem iz most serions. Ve
were umable to find in Billinge one place, residence or otherwise, that was offering
table board at a flat rate per week; mor aven tabla d'hote meals, Single men in
Billings must edther club togsthor and operate a olud house({usually proving an exe
pensive undertaicing) or buy their meals st the publis restamrants from the resular
a'ls oarte sorvios. It is only with much gare and not too great satisfsation that
the gost of such moals can be kept within 1,50 per day or 10,50 per weok, Roons
oost usually firom J15,00 to $20.00 per month, but are semerally oooupled by two
pooples In lovell, also, there are no boarding houses, but restauwrants provide 2
tabls d"hote service at 4ty conts per meal,
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