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Schools 2P

are still
open

By JOHN STEWART
[ Times steff writer

Peel Board of Education trustees
decided late last night that they will
not close Peel's 126 elementary
schools despite the day-old teachers’
strike.

After a three-hour in-camera
meeting, the board announced it
would not lock out teachers and will
instead seek help from parents and
volunteers to keep schools open.

The board said that it would
provide no educational programs but
would operate day care and
recreational activities in the schools.

The board reported that 10 of the 2.-
600 teuchers reported for work Tues-
day morning and that 5,260 students
of a possible 51,000 attended school.

A group of parents announced last
n!ghtﬁutitwouldsugeanuyto
urge an end to the strike on Thursday
at 11:30 a.m. in front of the board of-
fices on Dundas Street near King
Street.

The key issues keeping the sides
apart are the question of dealing with
surplus teachers created by declining
enrolment and how that issue should
be settled.

The sides met gor days of
mediation from y o early
Monday morning with a special task
force of three mediators from the
Education Relations Commission
(ERC). But like the preceding 18-
months of g it ended in
charges by each mtlut the other is
unwilling o significantly revise its
position

The teachers presented a new
proposal on surplus teachers, which
wmm“nlnmnutotenmlor
teachers

Salaries, retirement benefits and
teacher-pupil ratios are among the
other outstanding issues.

Teachers oppose the board's
attempts to introduce merit rather
than seniority as a criterion for laying
off surplus teachers. They are also
upset that the board refuses to allow a
third-party, binding settlement
through arbitration

The board says it won't allow the
decision to be made by an outsider.

In other strike developments

* Peel secondary teachers announc-
ed they would try to establish a §$1
million strike fund for their elemen-
tary colleagues

* principals and vice-principals who
are required by law to be in schools,
donated their salaries during the
strike to the teachers’ federations

Strike a
‘painful
decision’

It was Monday night. The caterer
had just arrived to feed the 50 or so
late registrants for the Peel teachers’
strike at strike headquarters in a
small Malton industrial plaza.

Bob Sinclair, a member of the
teachers’ strike team, was in a sombre
mood. “The strike was a painful
decision for many people; it's
something teachers searched their
souls about,” said Sinclair, a shop
teacher at Erin Mills Senior Public
School. “‘But you have to put it into
historical perspective. Teachers have
been without a contract for a year and
a half.”

“The kids in my class are the same
as my own kids," said Sinclair. [ feel
they respect me. It’s painful to say as
of 8:30 I'm going to stop teaching you.
lt;oalemywholebdn‘."‘

Reta Smith, a special education
teacher at Earnscliffe school, put it in
a different perspective.

“If you don't have contented.
teachers,”” said Smith, wlgzu :::
contented pupils? It's like kids wi
parents are going through a divorce
They carry the misery with them.
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Students at Tomken Road and Cherry Hill schools watch tedcﬁ&i?ﬁket
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MPP wants strike ended|

2,600 elementary schoolteacher

By TOM MALONEY
Times staff writer

A spokesman for Mississauga
North MPP Terry Jones says Jones
intends to urge the Ontario govern-
ment to force striking Peel public
elementary teachers back to work.

"‘“Heé’s definitely in favor of
legislating teachers back the second
they go out,”” Jones' special assistant
Gord Venner said Monday. Jones was
on vacation and unavailable for com-
ment.

Peel's 2,700 elementary school
teachers went on strike yesterday
morning after four days of
negotiations proved fruitless.

Mississauga East MPP Bud
Gregory, regards legislation as a last
resort, saying that the respomsibility
of both sides to the students should
lead to ‘“‘common sense. I don't
think teachers want this on their con-

A spokesman for Minister of Educa-
tion Dr. Bette Stephenson said the
government will move on the

Relations Commission “‘as soon as
(the strike) jeopardizes studies.’
Mississauga South MPP Doug
Kennedy declined comment yesterday
morning saying he did not want tg

““The four of us just made the girls’
soccer team; now there's no soccer

tablished their own picket lines at
Tomken Road. But at Tecumseh and
Burnhamthorpe public schools, small
groups of students picketed the
teachers.

“Wg'll bomb out in grade nine

but said he had no option but to
follow provincial procedure

The Ontario Education Relations
Commission will discuss the Peel
situation today and may.exercise its

But Phillip Cox of the Alberta
Teachers Association disagreed
"By the second week there was a

'bdng stubborn, they were
sacrificing the welfare of the children.

stnke.many(ucbmmdalnwetmp
they resented being forced back to
work. But in conversation, quite a few
said, ‘thank God they ordered us

when we go in with only nine-tenths
of our education,” said student
. “It’s taken them
two years already. They're not going
to settle it in a day.”
Students and parents joked about
with the study
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] Should Peel elementary school teachers be paid ‘

j @asmuch as secondary .chool}gpchcra? R
B occeeriectiiieiinininncncenecesaod.. Yes No (Circle one)

| Should the teachers befogced back to work and

§ the contract dispute ae“léd byanindependent

| person? *scessscecscccssccccccss. Yes No (Circle one)
If the school board has to laybﬂ teachers, should

| jobs be protectedon the basis of seniority, merit

. o'bO‘h? .......u-....--...u............u‘(c‘rclcone)

: Comments

: Signed

| Street

(commutative, associative land dis-
tributive) in simplifying numerical ex-
pressions. Ask the student to
demonstrate the various properties by
writing numbers."

asked me to explain
this,” said Tomken student Densil
Pinnock, “‘but I couldn't.”

“The teachers will be the ofies)to
suffer if we all fail" said lﬁl‘tﬂl&
Sandy Brown. “I think the pym
and government will force them

Teachers got some unexpected sup-
port for their picketing of school
board offices yesterday from mothers
and children.

Wegring signs around their necks
sayipg “I want to learn” and “My
education is at stake,” children rang-
ing from three to 12 marched in front
of the King Street offices munching
apples and cookies. -
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Whose side ||
are youon?

Let the striking teachers and Peel school board know how you §
feel about the issues. Fill out this coupon and mail it to The *
Editor, The Times, 2300 South Sheridan Way, Mississauga, L5J !
ZM4. The Times will try to publish all replies that bear a writer’s H ¥
name and street and canm be verified by telephone. ¢
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nts join pickets|

Although teachers were happy te ]

see the unexpected pickets, parents
emphasized that they weren't sup~
porting the strike but favored the
teachers’ stand on arbitration.

Clair Madge, a mother with threg
school-aged boys, said the group of 30,
mothers and children were hoping to,

"\ pressure the province to outlaw the!

‘strike. Believing that it was an un<.
‘action, they vowed to con-

\ Regessary
*-tinue to picket the board offices for an'

hour every day antil arhitration wass
agreed upon. \

“We’re not on the bghd's or the
teachers side,”’ summed up Madge.
““We are concerned about the
children. They are_the real losers in
these negotiations and we don’t want
our children being used as a test case,

hoping the board will start
considering the children and agree to
arbitration.” ;
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