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STUFF TO GET GROOVY TO

Get up, get down .... shake
yer booty all around - who the
hell would've thought ten years
after Stiff Little Fingers
and Penetration we'd all be
skipping around to dance music
that, at that time anyway,
representéd the vilest of the vile:
syrupy slug-like blandness that
at any point in the history of
musical appreciation could never

be held above the real status of
wall-paper smegma. At the
moment of course we're all
popping E and Mandrax and
going mental to the funky
house beat and the skull
crushing electro a 1la
Jorgensen and Antler
Records. I must admit to
liking the latter over the former
but several housey releases
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deserve your attention.

In particular 808 STATE
(Pacific Factory
Records) prove once again
that the Brits can beat seven
shades of crap out of a stolen
musical nuance and come up
with something that stands head
and shoulders above most other
pedestrian drivel. Completely
instrumental, Pacific will at
times fry your synapse like
concentrated Fenethrothion
while at other times soothe you
into a spooky sequence of
vertabral reshuffling that sends
us off cartwheeling into another
dimension (crikey!). The big
picture is, of course, percussion;
the listener eventually realizes
that just about every layer of
sound is used to drive the beast
forward in a blaze of pulsating
spangles. Sudden breath-snatch—
iug stops n' starts finish the j

off by leaving all présent as a |
heap of smoldering goop. “Ag

must-buy.

The likes of lnner y
(Paradise, Virgin 10) come
dangerously close to main-
stream.

lfits ol the ‘Gt
pond. -But you j n't get
away from_the (hat, the
whole Paradise ; ,. nence
sm ks of sinew ghty. fun

lotsof )dding

nf he

These days it is not considered
very acceptable to believe i
Genesis (although "Supper:
Ready" remains a favorite)
However, out of the modern da
'Garden of Eden' (the Repubh
of Ireland) comes a singer and
her band who must be take
|seriously.

Al about Eve, who
comprise Julianne Regan
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" lu Regan s‘vocals are
em'ul and her elegance Is

Indeed, the combo
already has a string of popullst
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from a relentless bass motif. In
all, it does actually have a rather
American club-land feel to it,
‘but the.superb arrangement and
excellent vocalisations always
pull the hoofers through to the
end. Suitably encapsulates the
mood of the 1989 illegal
warchouse party.

While JOHN JAMES
(Big Fat Soul - Attic)
probably has the best intentions
in the world, this offering
doesn't really go anywhere. A
good bump n' grinder should
immedi-ately start to box you
around the ears while,
simultaneously doin' that carrot-
before-the-donkey thang with
any number of odd little twists
and treats. James throws his
treats around rather too liberally
and to be quite honest they're all

¢
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a little stale. On the hit release

1 what‘ne we've gonna do now is |
ke you back' segway that pops

days. Get some of your own
ideas together Johnm -
‘ferchrissakes some of this stuff
sounds like Paula out-takes!
Some people could probably
dominate the dance floor with
their ‘ pululating genius; oug,
thankfully, aré rather more
pmnetoshckabootmmeface
of confomnty and continue t0
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as stimulating as it is
infectious. Such a chap is
TOM ELLARD who is
singularly responsible for the
force with the decidedly market-
unfriendly moniker of
SEVERED HEADS
(Rotund for Success -
Netwerk) Tom may actually
be thinking of breaking into the
flesh market with tunes like
'Some Greater Reward' -
massively successful in the
cooler jcints 18 months ago and
included on this album as a
remix.

Rotund For Success

suggests that this attack on the
commercial sector maybe an
ongoing affair, what with
perhaps the biggest temptation
to the uninitiated so far
available, The splendid thmg
about Severed Heads 1s the

trademarks: zero-to-high speed
tape distortion, wailing Eastern
cadences and Ellards quirky nasal
Wwhine. But we don't have any
problems’ with. this. Severed
Heads are in-a: bnead bpsket of
their own. R
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