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As the Iran-Contra aftair
made daily headlines in the
United States in November
196.Canadians cere shocked
by reports that Canadian-buils
helicopter parts had been ship-
ped to Iran, with Ottawa's mil-
itary approval. Experts said the
engine components couiri be
used by miiitary helicopters in
the war against Iraq, a conflict
which had already left 500,90
dead.

Canadians' shock cas flot
realiy justified. There was in-
deed scandai and embarras-
ment on Parlhament Hiii, since

Military
exports have
trlpled within

the last six
years.

the shipments floated a poiicy
to refuse direct arcs sales to.
car zones. But Caxadian airaraft
engines cere aIready being
useri by both Iran axd Iraq,
after being "transformed»~ into
military eqxipment by facories
in Switzeriand and Brazii.

Tihe Irani!an parts are flot the
exception to thse ruie.

Tise Canadi!an arms ixndustry
has been invoised in almost ail
the corld's carrent troable
spots inciuding the U.S. bomb-
ing of Libya in the spring of
1986, thse invasion of Grenada
in 1983. and tiseon-goixg civil
car in Ei Salvador. In addition,
Canadian arms manufactarers
play a large part in the con-
struction of American naciear
missiles.

This information, accompan-
ied by a cveaith oi documen-

tation. is provided by Ernie biank pieceof paper.
Regehr ix his necbook,Arms The accofhpa.ying let
Canada: Thse Deady Business that the rest nf the doca
of Ml iiary Exports. $3000, the price of censo

'Caxadians are relactant to Bat Regèhr fReis cc
include the role of ceapons researcis accuoxre.
cerchant in their seif-defini- "I've beeà tc*i that E,
tion, saýys Regehr, research intexded to really tear str
director for Project Pioxgh- if they foanel ereors," he
sisares as the University ai Wa- haven't found those erra
terioo.

But Caxala's arcs expert
industry ix rtoc corth $2 billion
annaiy. Eighty-five per oent
of these experts go ta the U.S.
bat there are further direct
shipments to at ieast 45 court-
tries, inciadingsucs brual ha-
max rights violasors as Chule,
Guatemala, Pakistan and South
Korea.

"Canada' proaducts iono mii -for

itary commodisies for expert E
has tripled cithin the past six
years," says Regehr. W

With 20 million casaalties in -

the 100 cars in the-third corid
sixce 1945, and Canada proda-
cing about one per cent of the *

ceaportcnpnnsexpo--
ted shere, Regehr infers that
oarcountry has beex repes- t j
bie for 200,000 deaths abroad.
Tise estimate may nos be yeni-
fiable, bat it cakes a point-
Canadians are ancitting parti- P
cipants in international vio-
lence.

Researcsing At-ms Canada
cas flot easy, says Regeh,_.
thanks to governmext secrecy
and the so-caileri Access
to Ifnormtation Act. .

In November 1985. after re- '

qaesting information on thse
permitscisich accompaxy mil-
isary experts, Regehr received
a saâmpie froc Externa Affairs,
cith the expianasion thas "yoa
ciii note that considerabie in-
formation ciii probaby be ex-
empted."

Regehr calis shat note 'a
recarkabe exampe of ander-
statement.» Thse sample permit

cas essexsiaiy a
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