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By Colin A. Fraser
It la my pleasure te welcome the

citizens of Edmonton and sur-
roundmng area to Varsity Guest
Weekend '65.

1965 represents the thirteenth
annual Varsity Guest Weekend.
For these three days the campus
belongs te you- aur guests. We
hope that you find it as stimulating
and fascinating a place as do those
of us who cail this home for a few
years of our lives.

It is aur hope that, as ycu par-
ticipate in the variaus activities
planned for yau, you will feel quite
at home at this, your University.

However, ita very ise, coupled
with the limited tume which faces
ail of us, bars exploration of the
entire campus. I would therefore
suggest that prospective university
students limit themselves essenti-
ally te discovery of those areas
mast clcsely asaeciated wth their
future studies.

De not overloak entirely the

social activities associated with the

By Keith Bresee
The Faculty cf Agriculture has

been credited with initiating Var-
sity Guest Weekend-now a uni-
versity-wide annual function on
the University of Aberta campus.
The idea arose frôm a proposai on
February 12, 1946 by Howard Fre-
deen, a graduate student of agri-
culture, that a field day be spcn-
sored by the graduate students
samnetime in March. Although the
idea didn't get off the ground that
year, the follawing year, 1947, a
field day was planned and held on
March 15.

The day as organized in 1947,
1948, and 1949, teck the fanm of a
judging campetition amang ahl stu-
dents with the exception of seniors.
Competitions consisted af judging
beef cattie, dairy cattie, grain, souls,
weed identification, and involved
agricultural engineering. The Field
Day was sponsored for the purpose
cf fastering vocational enthusiasm
and ta give outsiders a picture cf
faculty activities. A barn dance in
the evening made the day a social
success.

In 1950, under the direction cf
Stan Powers, a student cf agricul-
ture, Field Day was rearganized ta
mnake it a mare fair-type day, ta be
known as visitons' Day. Tis was
done in the interests of advertlaing
the faculty. It was proposed that
vaius classes and departments set
up a display and that a genenal
theme be accepted. The disadvant-
ages cf the aid Field Day as out-
lined by Stan Powers were:

" Field Day was left in the hands
of a few.

" t didn't accomplish its objective
cf advertising the Faculty of
Agriculture.

Weekend. Functioris of this nature
should form a significant part of
your university career.

The University is your hast ta-
day. We hope it may be your home
for the next few years.

COLIN FRASER
... VGW Director

10 t didn't teach the studenta
anything new.

0*Not e no u gh visitors were
attnacted.

Although the drill hall became
unavailable and displays were not
passible that year, tours cf the
campus, faculty and farm were
very successful. Letters cf in-
vitation had been written to
twenty-five organisations and high
schools within a radius cf 100 miles.

Visitors' Day did its first spnead-
ing outaide the faculty that year
(1950) as the Hausehold Economica
girls arranged tours of their school
in cenjunctian with the Agricul-
turai Club.

Visitera' Day received headlines
in The Gateway that year andi was
billed as follaws:

"The purpase of this day la to
previde an oppartunity for students
from high sehacis and schoois cf
agriculture ta viait the campus and
see what is being done here. In
general, it is expected that the
public will be weli represented."

The public was well represented
and the success cf the day didn't
go unrecognized. A letter from
Robert Newton, whe at that time
was President of the University te
Stan Powers bears this out.

"I weuld like ta cangratulate
very heartily you and your col-
leagues on the splendid success cf
your Visitera' Day.

"This was a fine piece cf public
relations work for the University
as a whole as well as for the

from Students' Union
.President

By Francis M. Savilie
It is my privilege ta be able to

invite members of the Alberta
public ta the University of Aberta
at Edmanton on the occasion cf
Varsity Guest Weekend.

Educatian in Canada ini the 2th
century is a rather ail embracing
pracess, and the primary purpose
of a University is education. By
this I mean education ini the sense
cf lectures, bocks, labs, and study-
ing. However, in aur present soc-
iety education is mare than this.
In fact, it can be said that much
educatian occurs on an individual
basis; that ia ta say it is a process
cf self-learning.

This is where the extra-cur-
ricular aspect cf University ile
enters into the picture. For many
students, one of the important parts
cf their extra-curricular life la the
Students' Union at the University.

Student Government exista at a
University for three main reasana.
The first purpose la to ensure that
there is a strong representative
voice cf the general student bady.
An illustration cf this is the recent
action taken regarding the propos-
ed increaae in the University
tuition fees, where a brief was pre-
sented to the Board cf Governars.

Secondly, the Students' Union
provides many facilities and ser-

vices for the general student body.
The present Studenta' Union Build-
ing la cwned and operated by the
Studertts' Union, moreover, in the
next two years a new Students'
Union Building will be constructed

FRANCIS SAVILLE
... SU President

(it la in the blueprint stage at
present) which will caver student
needs for the next 15 to 20 years.

The third purpose of student
gevernment la most important t
is that people attending University
are given an opportunity te actively
participate in an organization
closely analogaus ta the democratlc
society in which we as Canadians
live. Tis experience in decision
making la a neceaaary part of the
educatienal program cof any deme-
cratic society.

To conclude may I strongly urge
you ta visit the University during
Varsity Guest Weekend, February
18, 19, and 20. The University lsaa
basic investmnent cf some cf the re-
sources of the people cf the Pro-
vince cf Alberta.

Furthermore, it will increase in
ceat if the program la te expand the
way it shauld. For this reason you
have a right ta see exactly what the
University is like in light of ycur
interest in it.

It la often said that there exista
same sort cf barrier between the
University and the Community in
which it lives. Thla la ne doubt
true in some circunistances. Var-
sity Guest Weekend la an opper-
tunity which if taken advantage cf,
can serve ta break down tis
barrier. I hope yeu will play yeur
part.

Jw
competitive basis.

t can be stated that in general
the beniod of develapment cf Var-
sity Guest Weekend from Field
Day through Visitons' Day termin-
ated in thia year. Now, Varsity
Guest Weekend la a highly success-
fui campus event. t can claim
considerable credit far the fact that
lnstead of decreasing as it was in
1952, university registration la new
soaring.

Ini the Faculty of Agriculture
there have been, since 1952, many
proposais for improvement and
expansion. Students shauld be
sent out te High Schaols ta speak
in the interest cf encouraglng stu-
dents ta enrail in Agriculture at the
University cf Alberta was the sug-
gestion made in 4953. In 1954 the
"one theme concept" was again
emphasized. t was agreed that in
previcus years there were toc many
displays and consequently they
wouldn't be seen. Also, each phase
of the work done in Agriculture
was presented as a separate entity
which it really la not. Varsity
Guest Weekend went off the cam-
pus in 1956 when an "Ag" display
was placed in the window cf Wood-
wards. 'Aise that year, Venmilion
Schaol cf Agriculture and Olds
Schoal cf Agriculture basketball
teams were invited ta Edmonton.

The succesa cf Varsity Guest
Weekend can be attributed te the
consideration and instigation cf
proposais such as these. This his-
tarical outline gives some idea cf
the wide variety of forma the day
taok whether it be called Field Day,
Visitera' Day or Varsity Guest
Weekend. T h raou g h discussion,
action, revision, and success the
many Agriculture classes since 1947
have created a ýweekend vital te the
University.

Faculty cf Agriculture. The initia-
tive and organizing capacity dis-
played by the Agricultural Club
are a source cf much gratification
to the administration cf the Uni-
versity?'

In 1951 having received ful
recognition as a very worthy event,
a grant was received fram the uni-
versity. Also, donations were re-
ceived from commercial firms ta
provide a lunch for the people on
Visitera' Day.

A very complete day was planned
under the direction of Ron Harvie
and included a film, displays by the
various departments, and tours of
the campus and fanm. A prognani
boakiet outlining the displays and
events cf the day was printed and
made available for the cenvenience
of the visitons. t centained this
passage:

"In past years when the Field
Day took the form cf a campetitian
within the student body, prises
were denated by various organ-
izatiens and industries connected
with agriculture. This had the ad-
vantage cf bringing the students
and various organisations together.

Visitera' Day is an oppartunity to
keep citizens cf Alberta informed
about what the Faculty cf Agri-
culture la doing in return for public
support. t has been estimated that
the entire cost of the Faculty cf
Agricultue-indeed the ceat cf the
whale University cf Aiberta-has
been repaid several timea by the
wark of graduates in Agriculture."

1,500 peaple vlited the campus that
year.

In 1952 Visitors' Day went cam-
pus wide. Having achieved such
a higli degree cf success the two
years previaus. the following ques-
tions were asked with the intention
of assuring a successful future
within the Faculty cf Agriculture.

* Should the Agriculture Visi-
tera' Day be cambined wîth othen
faculties?

0*Should the visitera guide them-
selves providing signa and maps cf
the tour be set up?

0 Should the Visitors' Day be
held yearly or would this result in
decreases in crowds?

* Sheuld areas such as Leth-
bridge and Brooks be invited te
attend the Visitons' Day providing
accommodation be made? In these
areas, commercial firms would
sponsor a bus and send a group ta
the University of Aberta.

Students were urged te invite
their parents for the weekend.

Visitans' Day was again a big
success and acknowledged as such
by the new Varsity Guest Weekend
campus committee. Due ta some
failings an the campus wide scale,
this committee suggested that in
future ye a rs onganizatien and
management committees s ho ulid
have the same set up as the "Ag
Club" Visitera' Day committee.
Aise, it was agreed that in suc-
ceeding yeans the "Ag Club" dis-
plays would bc a part cf Varsity
Guest Weelcend, rather than on a

.from VGW
Director

His tory 0f V(
from a small field day in 1947, varsity guest

weekend has grown into the big scale operation known
throughout the province today
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