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SUPREME COURT OF CIVIL .JUSTICE, FOR VANCOUVEIt'S ISLAND.

WIEREAS, By an Order of the QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY in Council, dated at
the Court of Buckingham Palace, London, the 4th day of April, 1S5G, lier
M:ijesty was graciously pleased to order by and with the advice of lier
Privy Council, that there shall be within lier Colony of Vancouver's Island,
a Court, which shall be called the Supreme Court of Civil Justice, of the
Colony of Vaucouver's Island, and that the said Supreme Court shall bc a
Court of Record.

And lier Majesty, amongst other things, was graciously pleased to order, direct, and

appoint, that the said Supreme Court shall have cognizance of all pleas, and jurisdiction
in all civil causes arising within the said Colony ; with jurisdiction over IIer Subjects,

and ail other persons whoinsoever residing and being within the said Colony, and shall

have all suchi equitable jurisdiction, and all such powers for enforcing and giving effect to

the same, as the Iliigh Court of Chancery hath in England, and shall have power to

appoint, and control, guardians of inf:nts, and of their estates, and committees of the

persons and estates of idiots, lunatics. and such as being of unsound mind are unable to-

govern theinselves and their estates; and to institute all such examinations, as the said

Court shall decin necessary to ascertain such idiotcy, lunacy, or unsoundness of mind;
and shall have exclusive jurisdiction, in ail questions relating to testacy, or intestacy, and
to the validity of wills of personal property, as fully as any ecclesiastical Court hath in

England, and shall have power to grant probates of wills, and letters of administration of
the estates and effects of deceased persons being in the said Colony of Vancouver's
Island, and to take order for the (lue passing of the accounts of the Executors, and
Administrators of such deceased persons, Dd for the proper custody of the estates and
effects of such deceased per~sons, and for the delivery of the same to the person entitled
thereto.

And lier Majesty was further .gnLciously pleased to give and grant to the said
Supreme Court full power, authority and jurisdiction to apply, judge and determine upon,
and according to the laws now or hercafter in force, within Uer Majesty's said Colony.

And lier Majesty was further gr.ciously. plcased, to order and declare, that it shall
and nay be lawful for the said Supreme Court, by any rulés or orders of Court, to beby
them froin time to time for that purpose made and published, to frame, constitute, and
establish such rules, orders, and regulations, as shall seem-meet touching and concerning
the tine and place of holding the said Court, and touching the forms and nmanner of
proceeding, to be observed in the said Court, and the practice and pleadings upon all
actions, suits, and other inatters, indictments and informations, to be therein brought, the
appointing of Commiissioners to take bail and examine witnesses de bene esse, and

allowing the saie as evidence. the proceedings of the Sheriff, and other ininisterial ollicers


