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Umon of Upper and Lower Ca.na.da £rom 1857 to. 1867, and ‘under the union of all the provinces -
from 1867 to 1876. In May, of the lattersyear, he was appomted Postmaster to the dutles of "
which office he addresses hlmself with all the industry of his earlier years. Co
Mr; Stirton is a member of the Chalmers Presbytenan Church\was an. elder at one time,
‘m:my years ago, and is now a manager. S s\ : ' '
- He was first married in 184-2 to Miss Mary Beattie, of Puslinch, she@ym three years la.ter
leavmrr two da.uo'hters, Ann, the wife of Peter McGregor farmer i in the Townshxp of Eramosa
and Mary, the w1fe of James Barday, of the City of Guelph ; and the Qecond time m 1847 to
Miss Henrietta MeGreoor, a lineal descendzmt of Rob Roy McGregor She\dled in Februa,ry,
-. 1879, leaving two clnld:en others preceding her, in their mfancy, to the spmt— orld. James, _
her eldest born son, Manager of the Model Stock and erld Farm st Guelph for some ‘time, ..
Wllham Stirton, a bro }<3r of the '

Our subject is as well acqua.mted with the rise and ploo'ress of Guelph as any mah in the

now- res1des in Mamtobn and Agnes is ln ing at home
' Postmaster was the first male child born in Guelph. ‘

county He saw it start in the dense waqods over fifty years ago, and has hvea to a\Ad in,
"adjusting its cxty robes. He has been identified, more or less, thh its public 1mprowemehts

* and has a right to take prlde in its «rowth and prospenty

THO\IAS BE\’SO,N T s N

—

HE subject‘ of this sk'et(,h one of the most- public spi«rited' and ‘energetic men that ever .

lived in Port Hope, was Thomas Benson, son of James -and Ann (Robinson) Benson of
F mtona County of Tyrone, Ireland, where he was born Janua.r} 11, 1804, The famlly
‘came to America in 1816 ; settled at first at La.nsmcrbur«h N.Y, three years later removed to
I\m(rston, Upper Canada and there James Benson died- December 24, 1828, his widow dymo' .
at St. Catharmes AuO'ust 30,1854 |
now living. Hon. James Rea Benson, a Senator of the Domxmon of Canada, resxdxnnr at-St.
Catharines; Wlllxam Benson Colleetor of Customs at Windsor; ‘Ann, wife of. J ohn R. Dickson,
‘M.D, untxl 1ecent1y supermtendent of ‘the Lunatlc Asyh}m at Rockwood Kmoston ‘and Joseph
CW. Benson, MD a Professor in a’ Medlcal Collecre, Chicago. ' . T
¢ The subject of this sketch was educated at Kingston ; mchned to the legal professxou but
\was prevented from pursuma it on acgount of the preJudlce a.nramst it existing in the minds of
- his parents; entered upon merca.ntﬂe life, remainipg in Kingston until 1832, , when he removed

to Port Hope, and here traded untll 1834 On the_brea,}ung out of the rebellion, near the close' .

-~ . . - -

They had a f«umly of ten children, of whom only four arc
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