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T HERE is no season of the year thatcommands a greater wealth of
music and poetry than the approach-

ing anniversary of the birth of the Bethle-
hem Babe. Even the fact of the Resur-
rection seemns to become a secondary jo
in Christian lands. The sorr us hc
led up to the Resurrection throw around
that sacred mexnory a solemn awe,
~reslting in a ratlwr distant feeling, or
in one~ tiziged with sympathy, whereas
the gift to maahlgd of a Heavenly Babe
is heralded alune with acclamations of
joy and thaniksgiving. it is noticeable
that to the composer, only joyful senti-
mients are suggested, for ail through his
~varlus compositions, both in verse and
music, thex'e is struck that resonant note
wich wonld peali out "Peace on Barth."

Even the cathedral chimes seema to be
tuned in a more joyful key as they echo
the Christmas song.

At this season there are many requests
made for approrite songs, antherns,
etc., for homne and church work, and while
it is almost impossible to fraine a pro-
gramme that would be possible under
widely different conditions, yet the
following is submitted as a very happy
combination, and one nut too difficuit
for even the small choir or glee club, yet
will show a range of work very attractive
tu the hait organization.

Organ Preludle-" Holy Night"-Dudley
.Buck

Anthem-'The First Christmas Morn"
-Newion

Soprano Solo-"Star of Bethlehem "-
A damns

Quartette-"O Holy Child of Bethie-
hemn" -Neidlinger

Baritone Solo-" Nazareth " -Gounod
Anthm-"Chritrns " -Shelley

Organ Postlude-"Pilgrims' Chorus"-
Wagner

The opening prelude is extremely
plaig-hrough its simplicity, and

cristhe *trains of several sweet melo-
dies Th fst anthem is one of Newton's
,st,.bri ii dlicate piano parts,
aswela soine strong crescendos. The

second anthem oeils for soprano and
constraltoSolo work, which, while not
diffciilt, ia very effective. An extrernel3?
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telling organ prelude. The soprano voice
carnies through an obligato to the ac-
compantiment of very soft chorus parts,
whiàh are noticeable by their insistence,
and at times lead into splendid fortissimo
effects.

The contralto voice has good opportun-
ity in Handel's "0 Thon That Tellest."
This anthem will well repay careful
study. A grand climax to this service
of song could be none other than the
"Hallelujah Chorus."

An reets for music on this page
maybeaddressed to the Musical Editor,
and we will be pleased to secure same for
our readers.:

Personal enquiries along this line at
this or other seasons are always given
special attention, and our correspondence
coluran is open to ail.

Answers to Correspondents

A voicic WIvHOUT BODY.

What qualifications are essential to a
successfui studY Of voice culture. Has
thge possessor of a thin smail voice a
good chance to inake suiccess ?-GraceW-

If your f riend will take our advice
kindly, she wîll try to f orget lier amn-
bition to stuzdy voice culture, atnd de-
vote lier ïove of mnsic tu somne instru-
mental stndy, as the iikelihood of even
having persnIlsatisfaction under li
handicap is small. Thie qualifications
for the work are: First, Voice; second,
taste and love for munsic; third, natural
intelligence. The thin hollow voice to
often indicates delicate constitntion,
and seldora cari stand the exertion and
strain necessary to take care of the
heavy work, and lacks volume with
which to express the wide range of
music written.
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