
bave to be trute to bis promise whatever
happerned.

,'I expect I bad better imake a cdean
breast of it," he said at lengtb in des-
peration. "The trutb is bounid to corne
out sooner or later."

CHAPTER V

SIEsITATION

JT is proverbially easy to make resolu-
tions, proverbially difficut to carry

tbemn into effect. Geof had so many
tbings to talk about on the eveniing of bis
arrivai that he said nothing about bis
engagment.

The next day presented no favorable
opportunity, nor the day following that.
So a week passed away, and tbe great
secret remained untold; wbat was worse
stili, lie discovered that bis courage was
a steadily dininisbing quantity. Over
the dinner table and ini the drawing-roomn
the affairs of their neighbors lhad been
talked about from time to, time. And it
appeared that a young feilow who lived
with bis parents two or three doors away
had become engaged to a rather pretty
nurse who was studying at one of the
London bospitals. Geoff's brother Watty
got bold of tbe story first, and retailed
it as a good joke. Mrs. Lincoln àhimed
in that it was rnuch too serions a mnatter
to joke about. Dr. Lincon characterized

the young couple as a pair of sîlly children1
who ought to be locked up in separate
nurseries until tbey bad learned sense.

AIl tbis made bis own case increasingly
difficult. Like ail young men, ho had a
horror of being laughed at. And if the
whole neigbborbood was laugbing at
BilIy Smith and commiserating bis par-
ents, wbat would liappen when bis owri
case became known?

If bis father got angry and. Watty
became supercilious, be would have no
one to wbom to turn for conifort. Per-
baps, under ail circumstances, ho had
better let bis family discover the sr'cret
of bis engagement by slow degrees.

After a week of idleness at home he
went to the Temple to work up bis law.
There was no time to be wasted. Be
was anxious to get tbrough bis exams.
as soon as possible. The sooner lie was
called the sooner would corne the chance
of earning bis own brend.

During the first week or two lie missed
Eve terribly. Be had got so completely
into tbe habit of walking across to Rose
Villa and feasting bis eyes on ber fair face
that when ho could no longer do so he
felt intensely miserable. It was a great
satisfaction to bim that she bad become
so necessary to bis peace of mind. It
seerned proof, and the best possible
proof, that he bad not macle any great
mistake af ter all in proposing to ber.

But wben two or three weeks had

passed away and he began to accommodate
himself to his new surroundings, the sense
of loss gradually wore away; be ceased
to miss bier, ceased to long for ber ccm-
pany, and was quite content to receive a
letter from bher every now and then,
and was not troubled at al if she nissed
a post or two Also, he, found answering
ber letters sometE.ng c f a task. There
was so little to, write about. -Every day
seemed a replica of the day that had
preceded it. If be had been violently
in love ho could have gone on repeating
the same story with variations ad infini-
s?'in; but as bhi was not violently in love
ho h d'to fail back on news, and news
after awhile becamne exceedingly scarce.'

It %vas not until late in August that bis
engagement became known to the family.
In London Eve-s letters were rarely
sent to bis home addîess, but while
they were away on tbei r holidays in a
small village on the north cuast of Devon
all the letters came by th same post
and to the same address; Evmr morning.
Dr. Linc'iln would go tbrDtugh the pile
and pass on the letters to th- different
members to whom tbey were addressed

Every otber morning, wth almost the
regularity of clockwork, camne a letter for
Geoif, always in the same bandwriting
and bearing the Oxford postmark.

Be spoke to bis wife about it. She had
bad ber suspicions for more than a fort-
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night. Indeed, she had been worrying
herseif for nearly a month.

"It's without doubt a woman's hand-
writing," he remarked meditatively.

" I do hope he's flot got entangled with
a girl," -,he said plaintively.

"So do I, most sincerely."1
"Girls, nowadays are so forward and

" Not more so than they have
alwýays been.""Oh, yes, Tom, there's no comparison.
Why, when I was àt girl-"

"When you were a girl, mother," he
interrupted witb a laugh, "girls were
girls, and boys were boys."

:,Oh, yes, but the behaviour-
"Let's flot discuss that," be said, in the

saine jocuilar tone. "The question is,
shaîl we say anything to Geof ? "

I'ni surprised hie has flot taken you
into bis confidence. You've been such
a companion to your boys."

."Perbaps th ere's nothing to be confiden-
tial about. Let us hope so, at any rate."

Later 1-itbh, day the <Ictor intercepted
Geof as ho was walkdng on the cliffs
alone. H,, was flot a mani who believed
in beating about the bush. If there was-
anything unpleasant to bc known hL
would rathor know it at once.

" Dreaming, Geof?" he questioned in
a Locular toné.

::I was enjoying the sea-breeze»"
"Find it dulI bere?"
"Not a bit. It's a delîghtful change

from b ondon."
"Rather be in Oxford, I expect?"
Geof looked up sbarply. There was

something in bis father's tone that
arrested attention. There was a smile,
ton, lurking round the corners of bis
mouth.

" Wby do you tbink I would rather be
in Oxford?" he questioned.

"You bave fniends there. Evidently
one ini particular. Is she very nice?"

"About whom are you taling? "
"The lady wbo writes to you every

other day with sucli amazing regularity.
Not engaged to ber, I hope?'"

"Iý hope to marry ber when I arn in aPosition to do so."
Dr. Lincoln stopped short in bis walk

and faced bis son. "I'm sorry. You're
much too) young, and it's a pity' to be
handicapped se early in the race."

"I don't know wby you should speak
of it as a handicap. Why shoulditnot
be a belp and an incentive? "

"In your position, Geoif, it is not well
to have one's attention divided. How-
ever, I suppose that can't be helped
now. but you need not have kept it so
dark. '

" You ail made suclifun of IBily Smith
that 1 did not care to becorne the laugh..
ing stock of the family.'"

"'Won't you tell me all about it, Geoff?"
he questioned at lengtb, and there was
a note of pathos in bis voice that was by
no mneans iusual.

Geof began to talk in a low voice
and with eyes averted. Be was g lad to
get tbe secret off bis mind. Be admitted
that perhaps in bis courting lie had been
somewbat hasty and impetuous, but
there was a reason for that. Be said
notbing of Bart Gordon's interest i the
matter. It was just David Wiggs.
He hady lenty of rnoney, a suave tongue,
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