16 ADDRESS TO PARENTS ON THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS.

co-opcration of young pupils, even when well trained and dl~powd to learn.  Perhaps
no means of dnml' 0 i+ more suceessful than opening out to them, fmm mnv to
tiine, climpses of that world of knowle which will be theirs, i

the end, Chiidren will weary oceasionally over the drudoery
i1 s they do not sec the aim of many of their studies, and cven when ex:
them, such aiis are frequently beyond their present ambition,  Dr. Brown suys, 8
child’s world is only three feet Ligh, meaning that the objects that interest children are
nuear ones. History, Grammar, and Geographs, unless tanght by those who have
thoronghly explored the seeret avenues to the young mind, are lessons merely to be
east off and forgotten, when the schiool hours are ov ery ther( iz no connection with
them and anything in their existenee s life would be quite as enjoyable without thems
{hiey xmd to recognize & conneeting link between their studies and every day c\pc-
riciiee; they want the apparent antagonisin of schiool studies and life's interests to
be recone Childeen's pereeptions are kKeeno It is generally the child of the
hotee thut discovers the first ripe apple or cherry of the scason, the tirst violet or
rose in the ower gardon, the new bird's nest in the tree.. Wandering through wood
and vale, hy mountain Streatn or ocean shore, they will examine with lively curiosity
every littie flowe ru « weed or buzzing inseet ; they will colleet a precious store of
stones and shells, dead butterlies and bird's egrgs,  Now, & half hour spent occasion-
ally upon these subjects reveals to them the relation that scienee bears to the trifies
that amusc and please them : they learn with delight that their little treasures are
not despicable, and only tit for children, but sources of contemplation or curiosity
to the greatest inte et Thi~ love of the matural w orld, and inqguisittveness atter
the causes ¢f phenomena, often div out carly in the young mind, and I believe from
want of rympaihy and eultivation. It secms to me, that comparatively fresh as the
voung are from the Creator's hand, they enjoy the study of Flis works more than the
arts invented Ly man, or the histories of )ns varied and eventful career.  If the chief
end of education is to foster a love of hnowledge, surely the time is not lost that
awakens ambition of discovery and acquigition in her ample field, and that unites
the =chool and the teacher with the World of Nature,  Girls pnr‘icuhrl\' require the
cuitivation of this taste, for since the greater part of their lives is spent within doors,
narrow aiins and petty cares absorh the enereics and dwarf the brain, I am not
looking to the actual information zained, but to the enlarcine and liberalizing influ-
ence of g weneral view of great subjects. I 'would rather a child, in gazing into the
starey sky, was penctrated with awe at the stupendous v stness of the Creators
works, than to be able to name cach particular star,  The latter might be acquired by
industry, without any comprehension of the magnificent scheme of Deity, of worlds
beyond” \\m.d~ systemis beyond gystems, until finite minds < appalléd at the con-
templation.  One acquiranent mixht have the effeet of exeiling sel-conedit 1 the
other could not fadl to inspire humility,  Thes intellcetual cultivation may progress
hand in hand with moral and religious advaneement 3 and the cffeet on the character
is scarcely Iess pereeptible than the etfeet on the mind.

3 lc:\m-

Before closing, T must reiterate my deep sense of incompeteney to do justice
even to my own limited conee ption of the maznitude and importance of the subject.
1 have broken the iee : I leave the plange to bolder swinuners,  Bat as the widow's
mite was accepted by the Lord of atly 201 rra~t my sinall offering towards
attention to the dcticiencics of girls’ -education may be reecived ind
parents and friends.
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LCIM2I HES 18365 Reseqw



