@he Ealliopean.

carth, you must have the teaching of the Holy S(piril, and be
made a partaker of the redemption purchased by Christ, if you
would be educated for heaven, The religion which will save us
is the religion of the Cross—the religion of a broken heart and
contrite spirit—the religion which is fed by the sincere milk of
the word—which is sustained by daily meditation and prayer—
which sinks in dust and ashes, and rises to set its atfectiviis on
things ubove. Iu the absence of this, all your other ucquire.
ments, however varied or perfect, wi'l be but as the garland, fra-
grant and beavuful, as it may be, which adorng the victim led
torth to the sacrifice.”

Magry Furiza.
Hamilton, June 29, 1848,
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From Hogg's Weekly Instrictor.
“he sovon Sages of Grooce and thoir sayings.

No country ever produced so many illustrious men in so short a
time as Greeee. It was u iand of great warriors and of sublime
pocts—sf marchless orators. ststesmen, and philosophers.  Aud
though delighting jn athletic accomplishments aod the excite.
ments of wur, though dazzled by the beautiful creations of thoir
painters and their sculptors, and fascinated and enraptured by
the sublimest and the sweetest strains that ever poet sang, 1t
mast yet impart a high idea of the ianate strengih of mind of
the iively Greeks, that wisdom was ever regarded by them as
possessing the highest claim to their adrairation.  They consi.
dered the title of Sage as the noblest distinction they could con-
fer.  Scven men were thus ennobled by the united voice of their
countrymen ; and the “Seven Sages of Grecce” have become
familiav almost as a houschold word.  Who and what they
were, it will be the objeet of this and a succeeding paper to ex-
plain more fully than has yet been done.

They were all cotemporancous; and they flourished in the
sixth ceatury before the Christian cra. The great object of
their studies wus human nature—its duties, and its principles of
action ;. to benefit niankind whs thelr gréat aim.’ Few of them
attained celcbrity in philosopliy, as we now understand the term
—Thales and  Solon, indeed, alone seem to have applied them.
selves to any of its branches; but the benefits which, by their
wisdom, they coniferred on their nation, and the moral and usc.
ful precepts which they have bequeathed to us, will do more to
perpetuate their fame than the greatest amount of scientific
knowledge to which at that carly period they could possibly
have attained.  Onc, and one only, of their number must be cx.
cepted from the greator part of this eutogy—the name of Peri.
ander of Corinth will ever be a by.word of reproach in the
mouths of men—an enduring monument of the evil effects of
undue ambition—a warning to bad princes that tyranny is its
own punishment—a mournful picture of great talents perverted
to an uaworihy end, .

THALES.

Thales was the first who obtained from his countrymen the bigh
title of “sage;” and in his attaivments in science and philoso.
phy he far surpassed the other six. He was of Pheenician ex-
graction, and was born at Miletus, in onia, 640 ycars before the
Christian era.  Iu science and philosophy Greece was still ig-
norant ; and in order to prosecute these studies to advamtage,
the young Milesian spent several vears in travel, residing for
some time in Crete and in Phaenicia, in the latter of which
countrics, from the great commeree it carried on with forcign
lands, ‘Thales became acquainted with the habits and knowicdge
of varions nations.  But it was to Bgypt in particular that the
voung Greeks of good family usually proceeded, as it was at
that time the great fountain-he d of knowledge to all the nations
bordering on the Mediterrancan, To Lgypt, accordingly,
Thales also proceeded, visiting the chief citics of that highly ci-
vilized country, and receiving fromn the priests of Memphis va-
ried and important information in geometry. astronomy, and the
other scicnees, which for centuries they had successfully studied.
It was doubtless from-them that he adopted the leading tenci of
the [onic school of philosophy, of which he was the founder,

.

namely, that watet was the first principle in matter, tho chief
agent i the convulsivns which aguate the surfuce of the globe,
Thers were many imduccuicnts for the pricsts to adopt this the.
viy. Shortly before the tune of Thales’ visit, the Egyptians
had acquived o considerabic tract of land by the retiring of the
waters of the Moditerinocan; they found shells in the heart of
theiv naataias, even iu the substarce of their metals 3 from
must of their wlls and fountains they dreww a brackish water
like that of the sea; and they depended for subsistence on the
fertihizing inunduions of the Nile.

On his rewurn to Ins native country, Fhales imparted the
knowledge he had acquired to hus fellow.citizens, It was pro-
bubly about this time that he was intrusted with 2 chief place in
the administration of his country ; and in this-he displayed
much zeal and ability, henectorth devoting to the study of na-
ture only such tine as he could spare from aftuirs of state.  Ile
was resolutely opposed to matiimony 5 or, more probebly, he
seems to have considered the cares of the marricd sta'e as like-
ly to encroach too much on the little leisure b vl 1a devote to
his favonite philosophical pursuits,  His mother v . re told,
presscd him much to choose a wife—but to this he at fi- -t plead.
ed that he was too young ; and afterwards, on hey entieaties
being renewed, that he was too old.

Thales made considr rable attainm nts i geometry 5 and or
visiting the Pyramids in Egypt, he was able to measure the
proportions of one of the largest from the extent of its shadow.
But 1t was in astronomical science that Thales chicfly distin-
guished himself.  He advocated the division of the year into 365
days ; and studied the motions of the heavenly bodies with so
much success that he was the first Greek who aceurately ealou.
lated and foretold an eclipse of the sun,  Like most men of a
contemplative turn of mind, fits of abstraction were not unusnal
with him.  One night, it is narrated, when, as was Lis wont, he
was walking with his eyes fixed on the starry skies, he stumbled
into a ditch. “Ah! served him right!” cried a ‘Theacian girl,
who was attending him; “he would rexd the skics, and yet doesn’t
know what is at hig feet !” . :

Thales as _we have mentioged, was the founder of the lonic
schoo! of philosophy—the speenlations of which ¢pan the nature
of man and the stracture of the universe, though often ingenious,
and in some points far in advance of the age, were in the main
very absurd and erroncons. This  chool. huwever. obtained
much celebrity, and many of its philocophers stond high in the
estimation of their countrymen.  Some of the theories held by
members of this school were very singninr,  Some fanciced that
the sun was a rim of fire—others thut the heavens were a solid
concave, on which the stars were nailed—that carth was cylin.
der.shaped—that it was a level plhiin—that carth and sky were
of - ‘one—that the moon was inhabited—1nd that man was ori-
ginally formed by the union of carth and water, 1o which the
sunbeams imparted the spirit.fire of lift.  Thales was free from
many of the absurd doctrines of his followers, very much, doubt.
less, in consequence of his attninments in astronomy : and as
his leading doctrine, he regarded the int Higenee, or God. as the
author and saul of the world, and water, as we have said, as ine
principle of everything. Nonc of the phils.ophical w.itings of
Thales have come down to us; but we have several pithy a.
phorisms, exemplifying his knowledge of humnn nature.  He
lived 1o the advanced age of ninety.siy, dying about 545 n, c.

SAYINGS OF THALZES,

Nuthing is more ancient than God, for he wns nat created ;
nothiog ts more beautiful than the woild, and st 1s the work of
Gud ; nothing is more octive than thought, for it traverses the
whole univorse 3 nothing is stronger than necessity, for every.
tlung viclds to it ; nothing is wiser than time, ior to it we owe
every discovery.

Which is the happicst of governments?  That in whech the
sovereign can without Jdanger take the most reposc.

Hopc is the only goud which is common to all men; those
who have lost all still posses it.

Do not do yourself what off:nds you ia others.

Kuow your time, and do not publish beforehand what you pur.
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