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HE /nterior has this to say about the instal-
lation address of Dr. Briggs, which has raised
such a storm :—

When Professor Briggs took the prescribed oath or affirma.
tion of oflice, every fair and candid man was put upon the
obligation to construe whatever else he said on the occasion
as not 1n conflict with that solemn avouchment, unless there
were irreconcileable conflict between the two statements. For
a man to rise before such an audience as that which attended
the installation of the Professor. and solemnly take the affir-
mation of office, that he accepts the subordinate Standards,
and promises to teach nothing contrary thereto, and then
immediately to face about from the Moderator to the audi:
ence and attack the doctrines of the Standards, would be an
act of self-stultification impossible to a man of sanity and
self-respect.

True, but that is exactly what a large number of
people neither fools nor heresy hunters think Dr.
Briggs did.

HE utter folly of becoming wild over political
questions may be seen by a backward glance

at some of the old issues. There was a time when it
was declared that secularization of the Clergy Re-
serves would put religinn to an end in Canada. The
Reserves were secularized, but there is a good deal
more religion in the country now than therc ever
was before. Middle-aged men can remember when

"« Abolition of the Court of Chancery” was a pro-

minent plank in every Radical platform. The Court
of Chancery is now the most popuiar, most trusted
and most useful court in Ontario. It is quite easy
to be mistaken about the merits or demerits of any
political issue and that is one among many reasons
why rational citizens should keep cool even in elec-
tion contests.

OULD it not be a generous thing to allow

Sir John Macdonald and the Hon. Alex-

ander Mackenzie to be elected by acclamation ?
Both of these distinguished statesmen have spent
their lives in the service of their country. Bcth are
well advanced in years and in the ordinary course of
nature neither can engage in many more election
contests. The election of both by acclamation
would do something in the way of lessening the
asperities of party warfare and would prove to the
world that party politicians can do a generous thing
even in the midst of election excitement. It is said
that all is fair in war and politics but chivalrous
things are often done even in war. Why should not
a chivalrous thing be done occasienally in political
warfare. We venture to say that the election of Sir
John and Mr, Mackenzit by acclamation would raise
both parties in the estimation of all right-thinking

people.

FEW days ago Eugland’s Grand Old Man
A delivered half-a-dozen political orations in
and around Edinburgh. There was no election on.
It was a campaign without the polling. The audi-
ences were magnificent, the specches of the best
the empire can produce and the order and dignity
worthy of the modern Athens. There was a veri-
table campaign in Kilkenny the other day. It was
conducted in such a way as to preve most conclu-
sively that Kilkenny was the right place for it.
The motto, * Wherever you see a head strike it,”
was literally carried out in more places than one. In
order to throw light on some tremendous national
problem somebody threw a bag of limein the eyes
of a prominent party leader. Perhaps the idea was
to disinfect him. How will this_campaign in Can-
ada be conducted? Which will it resemble most
the one in Edinburgh or the one in Kilkenny? Do
Canadians conduct themselves like first-class Edin-
burgh citizens or like the Parnellites and anti-Parnel-
lites of Kilkenny? The conductof parties between
now and the 5th of March will tell.

———— —pygr—
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R. CUYLER'S retirement from the pastorate
scems to give him cven more point and
strength in the use of his pen.  In a recent paper
in the Christran-at-Work he touches up idle
Church members in this way :—

Every member of Christ’s blood-bought flock is under just

as strong obligation to labour for souls as any pastor possibly
can be. Your promise to be a witness for your Master is
just as solemn and tinding as his promise. Itis your Church
Just as much as it is your minister's Church; Christ's claim
on you is the same as His claim on your pastor. What Gen-
eral ever gained a victory without the aid of his army?
What could a Spurgeon accomplish without his great, zcalous,
praying Church behind him? Aaron and Hur are as import
ant in their places as Moses.
A practical recognition of the fact that every mem-
ber of the Church is under as much obligation
to work for Christ and deny himself for Christ as
the pastor can be, would bring about the millennium
in a few ycars. Why wander over the universc for
new truth when this old one would do so much
good if belicved and acted upon.

’ I ‘HE following from a recent article in the

Hllustrated Christian Weekly, by Dr. John
Hall, will afford some food for reflection until the
sth of next month.

To glance at the state for a moment—how often we hear

of * corrupt politicians,” of men whom compantes and individ-
uals can buy, and of the bribes accepted in the lobbies |
“ Ah! but politicians ¢f that ciass do not go to Church.”
Granted, as partially true, and those who do go appear to be
little benefited. But 1t takes two parties to make a bribery
case—the giver and the recciver. W'ho are they who create
the demand for sordid pohiticrans who can be bought with
dollars ? Are they all outside the reach of the Church's
ethical teaching? Orare we compelled to own that in the
state and municipal elements of our life there are venal oftice.
holders chosen by the people, and there are many outsiders,
individuals and companies that trade upon, and are parties to,
this venality ?
If there is one venal member in the Ontario Assem-
bly that met last week, the electors of his conctitu-
ency, many of them professing Christians, sent him
there last June. If there will be one venal member
in the new House of Commons, the people will
send him there on the 5th of next month. Thetalk
about “corrupt politicians” is mostly unalloyed
cant. The people are partners in cvery bribery
case.

T 1s just possible that some of the union senti-
ment floats at a high altitude and in an atmos-
phere much more rarified than pertains to true
Christian charity. Contact with actual Church life
and work too often dissipates the cold but beautiful
sentiments that cannot withstand the rude shocks of
the Church militant. It is pleasing to learr that up
in the Owen Sound region there has been a hopeful
experiment in practical Christian union. A corres-
pondent states that the Congregational Churches of
Wiarton and Hepworth have formed a union with
the Presbyterian Church. The former, having been
deprived of their pastor who accepted a call to
another charge, have united under the ministry of
the Presbyterian pastor, while the Congregational
school superintendent has taken charge of the united
Sabbath school. There is no difficulty anticipated
as to the fusion of Presbyterian elders and Congre-
gational deacons in the same session. This begin-
ning of practical union of sister Churches is signifi-
cant, and now, that the good friends up north have
shown the way, it is probable that others will in due
time follow, where they have had the courage to

lead. :
J cultivate the habit of looking all round ques-
tions is heard saying : “ Five hundred people
at a political meeting and only fifty at the prayer
meeting Ah me.” The good man does not reflect
on the iact that the prayer mecting is held every
week while the political mass meeting comes only
once or twice in four or five years. There is a great
deal of nonsense talked by pessimists and thought-
less people about the drawing power of different
kinds of meetings. Taking into account the num-
ber of times religious meetings are held they are
much better attended than any other. Mr. Mac-
donnell, or Dr. Parsons, or Mr. Patterson, or Dr. Kel-
logg, or in fact any pastor of a large congregation
addresses, taking both Sabbath services into
account, well up to a thousand people nearly one
hundred times a year. Is there a political orator in
the Dominion—is there one in the world—who can
find an audience of from seven hundred to a thou-
sand people in Toronto tearly a hundred times a
year and take from ten to twenty-five thousand
doliars out of them every twelve months, The fact
is no kind of meeting is half as well attended as a
religious meeting if you take the number of meet-

UST now the good Christian man who does not
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ings into account. No kind of speaker address half
as many people as a good preacher if you reckon
the number of times he addresses them. Pecple
who try to belittle religious meetings held every
week by contrasting them with political gatherings
th.at come only once in four or five years are not
wise. As Dr. R. F. Burns said on a memorable
occasion : They speak unadvisedly with their lips.

IN his short speech on the Premier’'s motion to

make Mr. Ballantyne sveaker of the Legisla-
ture -a speech by the way as credible to himself as
it was to Mr. Ballantyne—Mr, Meredith described
Mzr. Ballantyne as a party man who never allcwed
the asperitics of party warfare to come into private
life. No doubt the compliment was as well deserved
as it was handsomely paid. Those who have the
pleasure of knowing the Hon. Thomas Ballantyne,
know that he is a gentleman far above any such
petty conduct as allowing politics to interfere with
his private relations. Why should any man do so?
The Government of the country is only one thing—
a most important thing no doubt, but only one
thing. We must meet in business, in the social
circle, in our churches and in a dozen other ways,
and if the asperities of election warfare are to be
introduced everywhere it would soon be necessary to
find some other mode of political existence. The
bare suspicion that party politics may sometimes be
traced cven in courts of justice does an immense
amount of harm. Kecep politics out of the social
circle, out of business, out of the schools, out of
the Churches, out of the courts, in fact out of every
place but the political arena and then the evils inci-
dent to party warfare will be reduced to a

minimum.
h R. THOMAS SINCLAIR, of Belfast, writes
an able but temperate letter in the British
Weekly against Home Rule.  Mr. Sinclair takes
ground which we think every fair-minded Briton
may take. In substance he says: I am opposed,
strongly opposed, to Home Rule, but Ireland suf-
fers from wrongs that should be removed :—

But behind the demand for Home Rule we see the univer.

sal land hunger, the skiiful adaptation of which to the Home
Ru ~ agitation has really made the latter a living question.
The agrarian question we propcre {5 grapple with in the
Land Bill now before Parliament. There is also a cr, of the
congested districts for improved locomotion, development of
their resources, and other forms «f matenal relief. This great
question is also being seriously dealt with. There is also the
natural desire of increased control over our own local affairs,
a desire which Ulster Liberals have long demanded shall be
met, by giving to Ireland a measure of local self-government
framed on the same principle as that enjoyed by London or
Lancashire. Once these reforms and a few minor ones have
been granted, who can say that Irishmen are not the most
favoured section of the British Empire ?
Every patriotic Briton will say: Let these reforms
and the few minor ones be granted at once. Why
should Ireland be denied reforms any more than any
other part of the empire? Home Rule may
be dead. Some of the Home Rulers may be fonls
and some of them knaves. Parnell is unclean and
not half as wise and able a man as he was sup-
posed to ke when he kept his mouth shut. All that
:}nd .much more may be true, but Ireland should have
justice. If, as Mr. Sinclair argues, reforms in certain
directiors are needed, let them be granted at once.
No one has a right to contend that because Ireland
shouldn’t have Home Rule Ireland shouldn’t have
justice.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR CONVENTION.

T is now ten yearssince the first Society of Chris-
tian Endeavour was formed. Its birth-place
was in Portland, Maine, and its founder, Dr. Clark,
is a native of Canada. The tenth annual conven-
tion of the movement was held last week in the city
where it originated. Among those representing the
work in Canada was Dr. Wells, of the American
Presbyterian Church, Montreal. During the time
the Society has been in existence great advances
have been made. Its numerical growth has been
phenomenal. In 1881 there were two societies with
sixty-eight members, now there are 13,500 societies -
with a membership of about 80c0,000. It is not the |
exclusive outgrowth of any one denomination. Every
section of the Evangelical Church is represented in
it. At the Fortland convention, thi-ty-two separate
denominations sent delegates. In other respects
besides numerically the Society has made great
advances during the first decade of its history. Its
experience and expansion have enabled the leaders
of the movement to consolidate it as well as to
extend its scope.
A two-fold benefit results from this, one of the




