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man’s qualifications for the office he holds he true, 1t would
not be a bad wdea for hun to seck the seclumion which a cown-
ranch grants.  Tlis, however, tsa matter for the City Engi.
neer and the Water Commiittee to figure on, and does not
particularly concern us, exeept in so far as at affeets the
cfliciency of the public service.

i

Thr HORNET is very much gratificd at the acton taken
by tie evictors of the shack-dvellers o allowing them 1o
retiin possosston of their cabins until May of next year, This
s, at least, a4 concession on the part of the evictors which
amounts to a partial admission of the mbuwmamty of duving
them out without any just reason, and Tug HorNir feels
Justified 1o claiming some credit for bringing about ths re.
sult by ats outspoken words on the <ulyect. Those poor
people will have a further tenure of their humble homes, of
seven or ezht mouths longer, and we are not wathout hope
that the process of eviction will cease and determne, untal,
at least, the Dominton Governmnent s able to show that at
proposes to put the vacated forechore to some use. THE
HORNET heartily congratulates the shackites on the result.

and hopes for still better things in the future It was a sig-

nificant fact that none of the other ¢ty papers said a word on

the subject

The report that the Northern Pacific Railroad as, of not
in the throes of tnselvency . at least on the verge of bank-
ruptey (which s pretty nearly the same thing), 1 agitating
not a few of our alleged capitalists in Vancouver, sud causmg
the penple of the city to put their thinking-caps on.
not. ;or a moment. helieve that the Burrard Inlet & Fraser
Valley Railroad will go on, in the fuce of the grave financial
disaster which has befallen its backer.  And what will be the
result>  Why. that the rival of the C. I'. R —or competitor,
rather. let us call it—wiil not come into Vancomver,  What
then? W | Jim Hill's big road ventnre to attempt what the
N. P. R. brecke down before domg? We think it altogether
Likely. from what we know of jim Hill, that he will try. But

we give him fair warning that, in making the attempt. he

will have to be content without a bonus.  \We do not believe

that the people of Vancouver would again vote a honus for -

anything less important than laving the foundaticn stone of
the New Jerusalem—and, we fancy, they would hesitate even
about that.

To any one who doubts the autocracy of the President of .

the United States, and has heretofore 1abored under the com-
mon delusion that the United States is a republic. the letter
of Cleveland to Governor Northern. on the repeal of the pur-
chase clause of the Sherman Law, must have come as arevel-
ation.  Anything more dogmatic. more in the shape of an
pse divi, could not well be conceived, and it gives the clear-
est indication yet vouchsafed by *The Man of Destiny "’ that

he considers limself the dominant power i the United !

States. There is a “*brutal candor™ about Cleveland that is
apt to please the superficial student of hischaracter. but when
you come to analyze it vou find it founded on a hasis of self-
sufficiency which ia not far removed from the ruling spirit in
the utterances of Kaiser Wilhelm:. With this sort of pyro-
technics. the President may be able to fool the people of the
United States, but he will fail, we believe, in bulldozing the
friends of silver mto submission to his will.

We like to give the Police of Vancouver a tip occasion-
a'y  Here is one, and it is straight. By diligent enquiry
they will find that, not a huundred miles from the Sugar
Refinery, there 1s an illicit still, run by Italians for the
henefit (?) of the Indians. The liquor. which is sometimes
called whiskey and sometimes gin, is manufactured from

We do |
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alcohol such as1s used in spirit lamps, and the effect on the
sivash and klootchiman may be more easily imagined than
deseribed  Itas bad enough when reasonably  pgenuine fire-
water isgiven tothe siwash, butitisa good many degrees worse
to s¢ll to him—at an exorhatant price, too—stuff that even
a copper-hned <tomach could not stand.  We should like to

“see the Chief make a capture amony those Dagos and put an
end to the manufacture and sale of the poison.

The Hor/d thinksat was an unprecedented and most
undignified” action on the part of Messrs Brown and Kit-
chien to have gone to Chnton after Mr. Davie, to give hima
“heckling.”t Hoits-toity, Mac' Is it not quite a usual thing
cven for greater men that M, Dacie to ind pohueal oppon-
ents withstanding them to the face on the occasions of their
public appearance > Don't be too ahject in your worship of
your wdol. The course adopted by Messrs. Brown and Kitchen
was pot at all “unprecedented.” hut we are not sure but it
was open to the charge of hetng undigmfied —at Jeast if they
were chasing a “‘wild goose,'” as the I orld says they were. It
16 1ot a nice name to give the Premier. and it .» a grave

" bhlunder as regards the gender.

Of course Mr. Gladstone, i addressing his Midlothian
Cconstituents, list Wednesday, made an ingenious and skill-
. tully phrased defence of the action he has taken in pushing
i the Home Rule Bill. He 15 too accomphishea a public
“speaker, and hie has had such a long and vaned experience m
; the exercse of the art of making the worse appear the better
cause that nothng less was to he expected of him.  Equally
of course he made a bitter attack on the House of Lords,
: where his ship has struck a snag. and that his assault upon
it was venomous and spiteful, was just what one could have
predicted with absolute certainty, for the old man can he
very caustic when his blood gets up.  But the amusing part
" of the whole proceedings was that he posed throughout as
the friend of his country. On the hollowness of this pretense
there could be no hetter comment than the cemark made to
Mr. Lecky, the histoman, by adistinguished foreign diplomat:
CIt seems to me.” e said. that this matter can he settled by
a very simple test.  You caunot name me a single newspaper
nor i sultary polhitician in either Europe or America, who
“hates England and wishes her downfall, that is not 1n favor

of Gladstone and Home Rule ©* Comment is unnecessary.

We wotder what kind of ruction would have got up in
the Independent meeting f the following resolution had heen
. sprung on them as it was fully intended to have heen? *'Resolv-
, ed that, in the opinion of this meeting, it isdeemed best not to

send delegatesto the proposed Constitutional League at Kam-
“ loops, as it 15 undesirable that the Opposition on Vancouver
. Island, which has not been invited to participate in the pro-

i ceedings, should he antagonized.”

: By thelast Australian-hound steamer aconsignment of two
hundred barrels of beer went to Honolulu.  The beer was
brought from Seattle because it could be got cheaper there

| than in British Columbia. for the reason that Inland Revenue
duties are not exacted in the United States on excisable goods

: intended for export, whercas in this country such duties are

" required to be paid  This seems a foolish thing to do. Why
handicap our own manufactures and throw trade it the way
of a country where every ohstruction is put in the way of

i Canadians who would compete with the protected manufac-

! turers on the other side of the parallel. It seems to us that

| this matter ought to be looked into and remedied at ouce.

In Washington State there is a place named Orting. It
is not a nice name. In fact it is suggestive of what John




