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fun of the crowd
thronged the lawn.

They found early that day, and the
ride was a long and stiff one. Early
in the course of the run, Mary forged
ahead, and got N-p:mt(,u-xl from her
father—so, luckily for herself, she
saw nothing of the accident that cost
her father his life It was all over
by the time she reached the spot
where the vicious gteed had thrown
its rider. The horse lay there dead.
There, too, lay the squire motionless
It was Tree who seized Mary's rein
as she rode up, and tried to explain
all to the dazed and stunned
They laid the old squire gently
gate and bore him back to the
he loved so well.
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now, dear Where's
Father Byrne

"I'm

my
here,” said the old priest,
coming to the side where Mary stood

Mary knew what her father
wanted. She had all prepared, and
now she quietly left the room while
her fathex his confession. It
took but a short time, and then Mary
was back again, and kneeling by her
father's bed, she received Holy Com
munion as her father did.

With the simple faith, the simple
love of a child, Philip Merle received
his God for the last time,
eyes and l: there, telling his
love, hi yntrition, his and
his fears to that Lord who was sosoon
to judge him.
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“ Have no silly mourning and that
for me, and
good man asks you to marry him, do
God and

my dear a8 soon as &

80. bless you, my dear,
keep you safe.

Something more he tried to say
it conld not. A few hours later the
blinds were drawn down. The
last of the Merle squires had gone to
his eternal rest.

The funeral over,
aunt were left very much to them
gelves, but their affairs, the squire’s
pffairs, were thoroughly discussed
among the people of the
Curiosity was rampant throughoutthe
district as to the state of the old man’s
finances. He had entertained
spent lavishly, but, at the same time,
it was known he had speculated
heavily, and, for that reason more
than any other, all were anxious to
know what he had left. They had
gome months to wait.
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T'heold man must have made
things. Poor Mary ! Yes,
Poor Mary !” he saidagain to himself.
“Wwell, now I can ask her w ithout any
fear.

Forgetting all else, he dropped his
paper, and, with raised, he
peered into the fire, seeing there a
brilliant future wherein he and Mary
figured as happy husband and wife.

At much the same hour, 1n & cer-
tain country Frank Seete
read the sawme paper and the same
paragraph.

“Jove " he, too, said. “Only
thousand odd. The old fellow
play ducks and drakes with things.
Why, it won't buy
Lucky I didn't propose to her and
have her on my hands.’
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And, being a wise young man, he
straightway went and proposed to
Miss Daisy Deene, the richest young
member of the house-party,
straightway accepted by that roman
tic damsel. And, beingan exception
ally wise young man, he straightway
wrote an account of his engagement
and sent it to va ‘ious papers and
many friends.

and was

Mary, in her quiet room at Merle
read the announcement & days
after. Her face went a little white,
and her aunt looked up as ghe heard
he® gmall teeth grind to
gether and saw her tear the paper
to pieces, and throw it into a waste
paper basket. But Miss Philippa
Merle was a wise little woman., and
gshe went on with her work, and said
nothing.

Mary told her aunt
going for a walk in the grounds, and,
calling her Sanky, she set off.
She had not gone far when she met
had at last plucked up
to come and ask the fateful
A glance told him Mary
about something and he
could think of but one thing to
account for it. She was worried
about money mnatters.
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“I'm so sorry about it all.
my dear, I ve not much
enough for us both.
won't you, and be my wife ? You |
know I've always loved you, Mary.

And suddenly Mary realized that it
was Tree, big, blunt Tree, she loved.
It he who mattered. She had
been caught by the fascinating
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Merle Manor, 3
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Mary laughed loud and long as she
watched Tree's face. His eyes were
big with surprise. His mouth
open wide, as if he felt he ou
say something, but could get n
out.
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But. if Mr. Frank Seete hated him
.elf for his rashness and folly, the
hearts of the country folk around
Merle Manor were glad. It was
dav of days in the whole country side
when Philip and Mary
were made man and wife in the old
church at Merle village, and
that day a new family has grown up
in the manor, and old Mr. and Mrs
Philip Tree-Merle have around them
crowd of children and grand
children who promise to be as fine
and true a were the old
squires of Merle Manor.
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CANDLEMAS

Since the early centuries of Chris
Church has the
candles on the

Purification, February
is not a meaningless
ceremony. The lighted candle
should serve to remind us of the
Divinity of Our Lord. In the gacred
Scriptures we find that light is fre-
quently used as & gymbol of the God
head. Thus we read in the w ritings
of St. John : “God light and in
Him there is no darkness.” Jesus
Christ calls Himself the light
for the reason that He is the bearer
of light, the Teacher, Revealer and
Sanctifier. He says of Himself it |
am the light of the world, he that
followeth Me walketh mnot 1in dark
but shall have the light of life.”
And again He uses gimilar words of
Himself : “‘I, the light am come into
the world, that whosoever believeth
in Me may not remain in darkness.”
The lighted candle reminds in
particular of the of holy
Simeon in the Gospel of the Feast :
“Because my eyes
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Both truths dark and
before His coming : but since that
event, since men have learned of
His life and His doctrine, since men
have His deeds and His
death, are plain for every eye
to every earnest mind to
receive. Truly, He was the light of
all, who groped in the darkness of
unbelief and sin
But there 18
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above all human learning,
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These truths
her very principles of life, her inborn
Constitution, her cree d, her dogmas.

truths.

Can you think of the republic of |

the United States without its princi
ples telling why it exists and what
are its purposes. The republic has
its Declaration of Independence, 18
Constitution : else it were a chaotic
mass : a tribe of savages where each
one is master and soverelign ; where
each one wanders tentatively and
insecurely his meager life, his
weak will suggests or counsels. Yet,
the Catholic Church has her creed,
her dogmas. This is the proof that
ghe is the Church of Christ, the
Church of the Divine teacher of
Galilee Who had His creed, His
dogmas, Who commissioned Apostles
to repeat until the end of time His
creed, His dogmas.

What is the creed of the Catholic
Church What the dogmas that
she teaches ? To you it is, children
of the Catholic Church, to know her
creed, her to it
citizens of the

as

dogwnas, as is

you

Declaration of Independence and of
its Constitution. The authorized
gummary of the Church's creed and
dogmas, not too long to be studied
and remembered, not too brief in its
embrace of the divine message, 18 the
Catechism.
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An old man who has had many an
asion to explain the beauties of
the faith to non-Catholics and who
enjoyed such opportunity wrote the
letter to of

esteemed contemporaries
Will you permit me to call
attention to a subject that is
interest—to the lack of
among Catholic men concerning the
history of the Catholic Church and
the doctrines their religion.
[very day | meet intelligent, fairly
well-educated and clever business
n, who ignorant of fanda
! mental of the Church.
¢ them, for instance, for a simple
explanation of the meaning of indul-
gences and see them flounder and
flunk. Ask them the difference
between attrition and contrition.
Ask them if the Church recognizes
In answer the marriage of Protestants as valid.
objections Ask them to name the ways in which
vincible o person may fhan'_v in the guilt uf
another person’s sin. Ask them if

Catechism. : : : -
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told that without sorrow, in virtue of
mere priestly absolution, Catholics
think their sins are forgiven. Quote
your Catechism on the necessify of
contrition, ' a sorrow for sin, a hatred
for sin, a true grief of the soul for
having offended God, with a firm pur
pose of sinning no more. :
to innumerable other
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religious liberty in this country by
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But you will say the Catechism is
book for children, not for grown
men and Not for grown
men and Not for you, my
respected hearers : Were 1 to pass
down this moment through the
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peril that oft and oft you would say ignorance for those bove and young
[ knew my Catechism when I made | o/ who are still at school
my First Communion and when I was
confirmed, but much of it 1 have
since forgotten. Well you should not
have forgotten 1it, for the Catechism
gives the gummary of what you
should ever know, of what you should
ever remember.
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“1f every Catholic man would read
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magazines ; if he would buy a dozen
good books and read them through a
dozen times ; if he would find out
what tip-top Catholic books are
the public library
them out
would learn the five-cent catechism
if

besides newspapers

Buy the Catechism. Read it, and
re-read it. Keep 1t nmear you where
often you may see it, where often you
may read it. Have a of the | pead some such books a8
Catechism for your own personal use | of Our Fathers,
have copies it so that you may | bons, or “Oatholic Belief”
present one to him who is yet a | Bruno, ‘“The Question
gearcher for divine truth, that he | Father Conway, he would
know exactly the teaching of i
the Church. Catechisms ghould be
bought by the tens of thousands and
judiciously distributed where 1n
struction in the truths of the Church “The day of calumny is here.
is desired o1 needed. Catechisms | day of persecution 18 coming.
will be constantly held in the book
rack at the entrance to the church.
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