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themselves, and the night came round when the 
treaty was to he finally signed.

“Now you must know that the one great card 
which we held, and which we played, played, played 
at every point of the game was that we had Egypt. 
The English were very nervous about our being 
there. It gave us a foot on each end of the 
Mediterranean, you see. And they were not sure 
that that wonderful little Napoleon of ours might 
not make it the base of an advance against India. 
So when Lord Hawkesbury proposed to retain 
anything, we had only to reply, “ in that case, of 
course, we cannot consent to evacuate Egypt,” and 
in this way we quickly brought him to reason. It 
was by the help of Egypt that we gained terms 
which were remarkably favorable, and especially 
that we caused the English to consent to give up the 
Cape of Good Hope ; we did not wish your people, 
monsieur, to have any foothold in South Africa, for 
history has taught us that the British foothold of one 
half-century is the British empire of the next. It is 
not your army or your navy against which we have 
to guard, but it is your terrible younger son, and 
your man in search of a career. When we French 
have a possession Across the seas, we like to sit n 
Paris and to felicitate ourselves upon it. ' With you 
it is different. You take your wives and your 
children, and you run away to see what kind of place 
this may he, and after that we might as well try to 
take that old square of Bloomsbury away from you.

“ Well it was upon the first of October that the 
treaty was finally to be signed. In the morning I 
was congratulating Monsieur Otto upon the happy 
conclusion of his labors. He was a little pale shrimp


