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The Vicartous Element in Parental Gov-
ernment,
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don of penitent transgressor When it bestows pardon

it s on the ground t there has been some injustice o
severity in the sentinice of Buch s not
the ground for forgivens the
goipel dispensation enrly proclamation of him
self was ! The Lord God merciful and gracious, long
suffering and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving  iniguity,
and sin, and that will by ne
No elvil ruler would ever winke sich
that,

Qivil government differs from parental radically,. The
ends of the two are different, and are to be  attained by
diffierent methods, One s destitute of the
element, ‘The other is permented by it We are not
ealled to }\lll"y God In establishing such a system of

ment, but to recognine it, and to conform our

of righteousness to it, The gracious purpose of
_God s plain, to afford to all the best possible opportunity
why tosecure their highest well-belng. * Under it one who
falls by transgression has a chance to ‘rise again, as he
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could not under ighteous law, n the human family 4
one mentber sins a1l the members suffer, but chiefly the
parenit, He fn the chief sin-bearer of the house-hold, 8o
it In the father who welcomens biek the penitent prodigal.
I God's great family on earth, while all the members’
suffer i consequence of the sins of each one; (and those
most who are purest {n heart), Jesus Christ in the great
sl-hearer, and He (t {s who hak power on earth to_ for-
glve sing,  The edrthily father forglves his penitent child
because fie w1l Joves Bilm, and has suffered fof hils sln,
andd Chrlst forgives us because tie Toves us aud gave im
welf for us

T ehlef reuson why some have rejected tye doetrine
of-the stonement Is tiat ey tiave been unable to wd just
it to thelr iden of righiteonn government, Bln, they say,
not only deserves punishiment, but it s the gullty and
not” an (nnocent substitute thot deserves to suffer,  And
if our (deal of the divine government in patterned after
human elvil government, the ebjection is fatal, Bt
elvll government Is not the enly form of government
anthorleed by Qod,  Nefore there wan i civil govermnent
there wan thie fumilly, Wiy shouhl not the family be
taken an the human copy of the divine government 7 A

father who stionld rule his ehlldren an o dighteous king

riles s subifect wonld he regarded as o hoartloss tyrant
and & Wing who should attempt to govern his kingdom as
# loving father governs his family would sooi see his
Kingdom come. w an end.  Wighteousness | something
Wigher than were Justioe, as vighteous character is some
Wiing higher tian mere commerelul honesty,  Righteous
conduet. B eonduet in harmony with the relations in
whileh God hus placed us, A righteous ritler (s one who

om0 riles an to promote the enda for which elvil govern

ment existe, A righiteous fathier I8 one who so conduets
the sdminlsteation of s family a8 td promate the ehds
for whieh the family existe,  The llu)llxnnhll!‘w of wileh
Paul speake bn sueh passiges i Rour, 1117, 322, and Toiy,
1% not mere Justioe or equity, but character or conduet
stitable to the relations under o viearious aystem or gov
ernment 2

When God made man {n his own linage endowed with
the power of ehelee, he knew that henight nhuse it and
vhoose evil, He therefore ostablishied over Wm such o
gokerument as teft hils veeovery possitide in casi of fall by
evil cholee, Mo not only bound the moe tagether, it
he oppolnted Christ the hend of the v
of for the race, Chrlst tasted . death forevery man, and
we have redemption through his Blood, the forgivenest

to be sin-bear

of alns,  Tis Chelat ae the sinshearer that - glves eharig
world, amd the earthly

family is bt wn fmperfect uiniature of Cod's groat family

ter to God's government in the

1 God's government by the worlit t8, by ressou of the
redemption wronght by Chielst, parental, what is the rela
Itin
cortaln that a eddld eannot relense Winmelf from the abii

father

ton te it of those who have not aceepted Christ

pition to Jove and obey the though e wny, hy
Tlae of the

migrtfion of Chriwt, as

win, forfeit the rights of sondhiy revelation

love of Cod made tn the giftand

sires us that Ood  destres not the  desth of any: sloner
He will not put any unnecessary bindeance i the way of
Win retrn,  Righteousmess (n Cod In not mere logal Jus
Hee Flils mbght et forkid dislnhediance of th
tranmggresncr,  Hut righteousness i Clod lmplie nduet
i harmony with his own nat Aid with the relathe

estabilished botween hlmsell wnd man, Gl fove
cniinot do anything ineousistent with k LT ¢ R T
good-will regulated by righteousnes Ciod s righteous
when ' merey and trath mes 0 the pardon of the pey

tent

fhe purpose of God's government is 1o save men, not
werely from falling into sin, but to save them from their
slns, 11 this can best he done by dealing with transgres

sl ehildren
righteous in God so to desl with them, I o son can not
by his unfillal conduet release himsell from filinl obliga-
ton, and if the parent do not rélense him, then the rela
tlon still exists, and righteousness requires the parent to
chastise the son for Lis disohedience

ROFS A however Simnatueal ) then it i

If righteons chian
tening fail to bring him to repentence by the rights of
God's goodness and forbearance and Jong suflebing treas
ures up to itsell wrath against the day of wrath :
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When I told a friend that T'intended to write the un
varnished facts about my bluck heroine, he warned me
against it,  He sald the average person would belleve it
was an improbable romance. Afterwards, when 1 heard
lan Maclaren say that the fncident in his stories eriticised
wmost severely, beeause it coldf not possibly have hap
pened, was the one absolutely historfeal fact that he had
embodied in his sketches, 11y trepidation was increased
il she does not appear to you as much of n herolne an
she does to me, remember Lhat I have not dared to give

)
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the story ite full rich natural coloring for fear you would
think it fletion and not fact, and I am very desirous that
you should befleve It, for such facts help us to nobler
conceptions of hititidn tiatwre and enlarge our own souls,

1 first saw her in & crowded prayersmieeting. Her

black fave stood out fromfinently in marked contrast.

with the scores of white faces all about her. She war
shiort and stout, her halr was. of the woolly kind, her
forehend retreated, her nose was well spread out, her lips
were thick and looked as {f they were turned nside out,
She seemed so out of plade that I could not keep my
wiind from her, and my eyes would {nvoluntarily follow
my mind, Above the hymns and the prayers (he
wrotesque face and fgure would force themselves | ahe
wits thie one discordant note in the aymphony of praiee,
My theory had been that there ought to be no distinetion
between black and white Iif the house of God, but that
night T did feel that she would be more comfortable fu «
chitreh where her negro brethren worshipped,  Of coutse
It was hor comfort entirely that I was thinking of, 1
wan Just beginning my pastorate, and made & mental note
of the fact that this was one of the things 1o He stralghs
ed owt

I soon discovered that it would be an easler task {o
depose the Board or descons, excommunieate the Bunday
Hehiool superintendent, change the articles of fuith,
abulisl the vovenant and get the sexton to apprecinte the
quititien of pure alr, than (o have my black parishiones
transpinnted (o another ehureh, The truth s 1 never
tried 16 1 have slways been sshaiied of my thoughts
thiat flest prayer-mesting night. 1t has been hard for me
to recall what she looked lke, There is no face that
ook uprat me from a dongregation of loving people that
In more beautiful than hers, 1 suppose it I wtill blaek,
but it (s so lighted up with a divine glory that T see soul
hack of 1t and forget it, or black has grown comely,
Indleed 1 cannot tell you how It is, only I know 1§ is so,
Onee 1 conld not keep my eyen away from it, hecause of
itn grotesqueness | now 1 eanmot keep them from it be
cause of {ts eadiant beauty,

et me tell you what wronght this change, not In her,
but in me

A fow years ngo & young Christian minister, loved and
honored, a man of beautifel character and full of the
Holy Ghost, was lylng upon his death bed, He had no
property, and it took an unwavering trust i God for him
to Jeave his wife and four childron to the uncertainties of
widowhood and orphanhood, A black servant was by
hin beduide, and as she stood) there she read his thoughts
in his wistful face, Hending over him she whispered
" Nevah min' about Miss 'Lisabeth and dem brewsed
ohitlun, Aslong as 1 got dese han's dey will nevah
want,  You just go to sleep on Jesus' bosom an' when
you wakes up ovah yander, watch fer us, for we'll all be
i comin' up dar an' & surprisin’ you one of these days.”'
He put his hand in hers, anil ax the tears stole down his
cheoks o great peace eame into his heart, for he knew
Cod wan speaking to him through her

He foll asloep soon afterwards, and fmmediately after
the funeral this black servant went out inte the elty and
sought work, She found it in the large offices as serub
That night she went Kome wonderfully happy,
and when the minister's widow talked to her of the fut
ure and suggested that the family must be separated and
that miistress and servant must part, she laughed aloud
When she was remonstrated with for her unseemly con
duet, whe exolaimed : ™ You can't get rid of me dat way
no how, U's goln' to keep you an' de chillun right in
I kin do itan' dat's what's a goin' to he
The frall woman, so stricken with grief, tried to
expostulate, but she was overruled. Sarah started to the
elty early the next morning, and came home in the even
ing and placed a pile of silver on the table before he
mistress,”  There were three dollars, She had worked
twelve hours on her hands and knees and had been given
twenty-five cents an hour,

The black servant and my heroine are one, This is thv
story as it was told me that changed me, that in my sou!
transfigured her, Vears have gone since she undertook
her heroic task, She is still engaged in her service of
love, 8he has cared for her charges and has educated
two of the daughters, Shesays they shall all have a good
education, If some one were to offer to relieve her of
her burden she wounld regard it as an injury, How
happy she is in her work! How proud she isof ' her
chillun," How gentle and considerate she iwof he
widowed mistress, If that - househiold were permitted to
choose the next canonized saint, the view would be un
animous for dear old Barah, A few weeks ago she pro)
ed in one of the meetings, This was her prayer. ‘' Ol
thou God of heaven' an' earf, thou hast been so merc)
ful to thy servant an' given her much, an’ she has bevn
so unworthy of it, for her heart is often proud an' selfish
Do thou deah Lawd forgive thy servantan' give her moah
of de apirit' of Jesus, for his name sake, Amen '
The Commonwealth,
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Chatlie Coulson,
A CHRISTIAN HBRO

I'wo or three times in m
iy heatt, and twice befo
p cotvietion,
uring the American W
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I Amputate my arm and
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ked me in the face, sayl
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with brandy on my stom
look that bey fave me
tme 1 hated Jewus, but 1
Saviour, and when 1 naaw
to the last, there was WOt
and I did for that boy v
ther soldier—I asked hi
n, " Oh, yes sir," was
1 Chiplain R, came he 4
often met him at the ¢
his hand, said : * well,
this sad condition,”
wered, ' ‘The doctor offy
d it then he wished to
clined ; ‘and now, if my &
i my right mind, " 'y
e chaplain ; “but if th
i» there anything I can
' Chaplain, please pu
ind take my little Bible
% address ; please send it
her that since the day 1
v pass without reading a
ly praying that God woul
er whether on the march
Mal,"  “Ig there anythi
lad ?," asked the chapla
o the superintendent of ¢
Brooklyn, N, Y., and ¢
lany prayers and good ad
"gotten ; they have follos
f battle and now, in my
lour to bless my dear old

X towards me he said,
nd T promise you that
! take off my arm and le
oform. I promised, but
I knife in my hand to
st going into the next re
t to nerve myself to perfo
cutting through the flesh
but when T took the saw
ok the corner of his pilloy
ould hear him utter was,
id by me now,” He kepf



